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This magazine is produced by volunteers.
Running costs are met by donations from
organisations, generous readers and
advertising revenue. The Management and
Editorial Committee do not necessarily agree
with, or support, the views
expressed in this magazine.

The “Life” Team
Editors:
Rob Young Tel: 01480 860799
Shaun Prince Tel: 07563 441261

Editors’ Email addresses:
Rob: rj.young@live.co.uk
Shaun: lifemagazine@outlook.com
Chairperson: Nicole Yates: 01480 860616
Treasurer: Helen Glanville: 07745 920214
Email: steveandhelen@hotmail.co.uk
Correspondence to Editors:
Rob Young: 2 Manor Close, Gt Staughton
St Neots,PE19 5DU
Shaun Prince: Unit 1, Tythe Farm,
Staploe Road, Wyboston, MK44 3AT
Treasurer:
Helen Glanville: 2 Causeway Close, Gt
Staughton PE19 5BG
Delivery team co-ordinators:
Steve Bennett (Gt St.) Tel: 01480 861626
29 Beachampstead Rd
John & Diana Hickling (Perry) Tel: 01480
810225 - 38 West Perry
Contributions for every edition must
reach the Editors by the 15th of the
previous month, e.g 15th February for
March issue UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED

Handwritten/typed contributions are
acceptable but emails are preferred (see
above). Please send content to BOTH
editors.
Contact either editor to seek
advice on the suitability of your
input.
ADVERTISING
Email either Editor for advertising
enquiries/ quotes
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
between 9.30am—5.30pm
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Future events
Saturday August 29th : Gt. Staughton Hort Soc Show

Mobile Library Dates 2020 - every fourth Wednesday of the month
22nd April, 27th May, 24th June, 22nd July, 26th August, 23rd September, 28th October, 25th November, 23rd December (TBC)
Great Staughton Parish Council Meetings 2020:
Parish Assembly 7 May, AGM 21 May, 2 July, 17 September, 19 November

GREAT STAUGHTON PAVILION : Ideal for children's parties, small committee meetings etc. Use of

kitchen facilities. Direct access on to playing field in summer. Children’s parties/meetings: £15
for a 3 hour session. Sports’ use - cricket club & football club - £26 per session.
For information and booking, contact Giles Brittain –07740 647322
GREAT STAUGHTON VILLAGE HALL : Need a venue for that special event:- parties, weddings,
bring & buy sales? Modest rates, good facilities, easy parking.
For details, ring Vicky Goldsmith : 07739 469243/01480 860005
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Hello readers!
What a strange time to be alive. I’m writing this on 21st
March, and who knows exactly where the country and
society will be by the time these get delivered. The
pandemic has certainly taken over the world, it’s difficult to avoid talking
about it.
The magazine this month is difficult, I initially had a lot of lovely content, lots
of events and groups but most of which has already been cancelled and I
suspect more will be soon. Fortunately, my lovely co-editor Rob has written a
brilliant ‘Life in the time of Corona’ article with lots of tips and tricks on how to
keep in touch with each other, and ideas on how to keep sane and busy.
We will endeavour to keep this magazine going through the pandemic, so
please do keep sending in any content you have. Stay safe, I’ll hopefully be
back with you in June!
This issue was edited by Shaun
Great Staughton Parish Councillors

Perry Parish Councillors

Robert Jewell (Chairman)………..861259

Nigel Noon (Chairman)..................810368

Nicole Yates (Vice Chair)………...860616

Sheila Brighton (Vice Chair)……...819242

Helen Glanville……………07745 920214

Emma Prew...................................700952

Lorraine Goody……………07855 826096

Jason Harper………………07779 123125

Andrea Gilbert…………….07818 453263

Mark Fowler………………………..819312

Giles Brittain……………….07740 647322

Kay Darby (Clerk)…………07899 000026

Will Mumford……………...07741 645345

Clerk Email:

Janet Bowen.................................860472

clerk@perryparishcouncil.org.uk

David Moore.................................861195
Jo Russel (Clerk)…………...........860247
Email: GtStaughtonParishClerk@outlook.com

Minutes of meetings plus other useful
information can be found on the
village website:

greatstaughtonpc.org.uk

Minutes of meetings can be found on
the village website:
www.perryparishcouncil.org.uk
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Monthly Coffee
Mornings
Small and medium sized businesses
are invited to book a fully funded
energy efficiency audit to help save
money on their business energy bills.
The audits will look at current energy
usage, which is a very real and rising
cost within businesses, and make
recommendations for how to cut this
usage. Just 30 free audits are
available on a first come-first served
basis, and visits need to be undertaken
by the end of February 2020. The free
audits have been made possible
through funding from the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF).
Businesses can sign up at
www.beecp.org/sign-up or call 01733
882549 to check eligibility and for
further information

Great Staughton Village
Hall 0:30 - midday
Sadly, because of the current
health crisis and to comply with
Church of England directives,
we are obliged to suspend the
monthly Tuesday coffee
mornings for now.
We shall miss seeing all our
friends but it is important that
we all stay safe and well, and
play our part in not spreading
the virus. As soon as we can
resume our meetings safely, we
shall let you know!!

Did you know Great Staughton
has a defibrillator?

Treasurers Corner
Hello,
No Pots this month so
hopefully a big total next
month! Thanks for popping in that
change

Helen

It’s outside the village hall entrance.
There is a towel to dry your patient and a
razor to shave where the contact pads
go.
It is alarmed which you need to ignore
when you open it in an emergency.
There is no code, it's always open (most
have a code which you register with 999
so they can give it to a caller).

If in doubt, use it, it tells you exactly
what to do, very clearly, it won’t deliver a
shock if one is not required.
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COMPUTING
PROBLEMS?
Bytes Café is open 10am to 12-30pm
on Mondays and Fridays in the Small
Hall behind the Mandeville Hall,
Kimbolton.
Our volunteers can help with your
computing problems from the
simplest to the more challenging.
We also print colour and black and
white, enlarge A4 to A3 and laminate
documents or posters at a
reasonable price.
Drop by, have a coffee or tea, and
see what is available.

Sharnbrook Villager Minibus
provides a service every 3rd Monday
except bank holidays to Huntingdon &
St.Ives via Kimbolton (09:48), Stonely
(09:50), Gt Staughton (The Snooty
Tavern 09:53) & Perry (The Wheatsheaf
09:56). Full details on website
www.sharnbrookvillagerminibus.co.uk

Travel is free with bus pass.

Great Staughton Litterpick 2020
It was with regret that we decided
to postpone the 2020 litterpick
that was scheduled to take place
on 22 February. This was due to
the very high winds we were
experiencing at the time, coupled
with heavy rainfall in the days and
weeks leading up to the event,
meaning that the verges were
waterlogged and some ditches
flooded. Aside from the fact that it
would have been extremely
difficult to keep control of the
rubbish sacks in 40+ mph winds,
we could not risk people working
roadside and being blown into the
road or a flooded ditch by strong
gusts of wind. Some hardy souls
decided to go out litter picking by
themselves regardless, for which
we thank them most gratefully.
The new date for trying again will
be Saturday 25 April 2020,
starting at 9.00am from the Village
Hall car park. Given the
uncertainties with public
gatherings etc. at the present time
due to the Coronavirus pandemic,
this is subject to change and
cancellation at short notice.
Please keep an eye on the Parish
Council’s Facebook page for
updates nearer the time, or
contact Nicole Yates (01480
860616 or
gtstaughtonparishvicechair@outlo
ok.com) for more details.
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Kym Valley Carpet
Bowls
Gt Staughton Village Hall
Club Nights - Tuesday and
Friday - 7pm to 9.30pm
With the current concern over
coronavirus the Bowls Club considers
it would be prudent to cancel all
fixtures for April. The situation will
be reviewed again in May.

For more information call :
Anthony Withers - 01480 861224
aw.staughton@gmail.com

Quiz at The White Hart
Perry Coffee Morning
We meet in the Harbour
View Restaurant at
10am every Tuesday
for tea, coffee, soft drinks
and good chat.

We also play Bingo and have a raffle
and usually finish around midday.
We have cars available if walking is
too much We would love to see more
people come. Call Marjorie Smith
on 01480 812243 or 07753 426
823 for more details.

The quiz is planned to be on the first
Tuesday in April as normal. This is the
7th April at The White Hart 7.30pm.
Naturally this will depend on any
developments related to Coronavirus
which will be shown on Facebook or the
website as necessary.
Hugh and Mary make you most welcome
and we are very grateful they provide
food on the night, and drink vouchers for
the winners. The proceeds will go to the
Great Staughton Youth Club. Come along
and join in an evening of fun.

Teams of up to 4 - £1 per person to enter.
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For Sale
All in good condition and working
order.
No sensible offer refused.
Buyer must collect. Perry resident.
Telephone 07976957426
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CORONAVIRUS

GARAGE SALE

The Councillors regret that
due to the current health
concerns regarding
Coronavirus the Annual
Assembly due to be held
1st April 2020 has been
cancelled.
The Meeting will be
rescheduled later in the
year.

Perry Parish Council are
looking at organising a
weekend for garage sales
(selling your unwanted
items from your garage) in
Perry.

West Hunts Friendship
Club
100 Club winners
March 2020

No.

52
82
66
14
35

Name

Chris Usher
Adrianne McNaughton
Jill Morgan
David Moore
Sheila Wilmer

Prize
£500
£50
£25
£15
£10

Congratulations to all the
winners!

The date for the event
would be either 14 or 21
June 2020.
If you think you would be
interested in participating
please let us know by
email:
clerk@perryparishcouncil.
org.uk,
Telephone: 07899000026
or inform Nigel in the shop.
To get this running we
would need your
responses by the end of
April 2020.
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West Hunts Friendship Club
Following on from our great start to the year we have had many more happy
times thanks to lots of entertainment every Monday in the Village Hall. For
those who don’t know what we are all about, the club is for the more ‘mature’
of our population who are provided with tea/coffee/toast/biscuits on arrival and
a two-course hot lunch at 12.30. Entertainment is laid on most weeks and it
provides our members with chat and comfort in a caring and relaxed
environment.
Vikki and Avril are our dedicated organisers and it is sometimes difficult to tell
who has the best time, our members or them! We must also thank our
volunteers who cook the food, serve and do the washing up. Without them it
would be impossible to operate at all.

Below are a few photos from the last month, including the ‘Merrymakers’ who
provided their normally chargeable appearance for nothing. Thank you, Paddy
Hynes for organising (and singing!). Everyone is welcome to come along and
see what we do, even if you only stay for a cuppa. If you want anymore
information please look at our Facebook page where you will find more photos,
videos and contact details, or phone Vikki Morgan on 07561 108267.
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GREAT
STAUGHTON
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY

W

hat a difference a month
makes! Spring has virtually
sprung and Covid 19 has
literally taken over the world. The
progress of the seasons is a familiar
marker in an increasingly uncertain
future.

When we’re not worrying about toilet
rolls and survival it is a joy to see new
leaves, cherry blossom, magnificent
magnolias, camellias and azaeleas.
Despite the wet, wet winter my
garden soil seems perfectly normal
and I’ve been able to cut the grass
with no problem (actually it’s more
like cutting the moss!). I haven’t
ventured on to the allotment yet. I
expect that the clay soil there will still
have plenty of moisture in it.
I’m hoping that when the more
ancient of us are confined to our
homes we’ll be permitted to go into
our gardens. They’re going to be
better tended this year than ever
before.
At our AGM last month we discussed
the programme of events for the year
with no idea of what was going to
unfold. It seems unlikely that we’ll be
able to hold our customary plant sale
in May but the date was fixed as the
23rd May at the Pavillion. Who
knows?

We also agreed that a Scarecrow
Festival should be held from 27th
June for two weeks. Since last year’s
competition was a little contentious
we thought that a Festival would
allow participation without
controversy. The theme this year is
the Olympics. Get the kids involved.
It would be good to get a scarecrow in
every garden.

It’s hard to imagine our lives in the
next few weeks and months. We’ll
have to support each other however
we can. Let’s take comfort in the fact
that we’re moving towards summer
and will enjoy more light and more
warmth and more activity in the
garden.

KIMBOLTON FLOWER

CLUB
Our meeting in April is
on Tuesday 21st at 7pm
for 7.30pm in the
Mandeville Hall
Kimbolton.
This will be the AGM
which will be a short
meeting followed by a demonstration by
MINH LANE with the intriguing title
'LAT 17 deg to LAT 52 deg'. Sadly,
after 65 years, this will be our last
meeting.
Please join us for this occasion. All
welcome, admission for visitors £7.50p
to include light refreshments. There will
be a raffle of the arrangements.
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Life (Magazine) In The Time of Corona
It’s a strange time to be the editor of a community magazine at the moment. The coronavirus pandemic is
affecting our everyday lives in ways many of us couldn’t have imagined, with many things we take for granted
now stripped away from us. And then it dawned on me, on my third day of working from home, what could
become of the Life Magazine over the coming months. After all, our little magazine relies heavily on community
events and social gatherings, but with many now cancelled or postponed due to government guidelines on selfisolation and social distancing, I realised we might soon be a little thin on content. To make sure everyone is up
to date, we will publish information about any cancelled events in and around Great Staughton and Perry.
With many social activities now out of the question for the foreseeable future, I have been thinking about ways
technology can help. Here are a few ideas.

Video coffee mornings / virtual trips to the pub: Instead of popping round a friend’s for a coffee, or
meeting your pals in The Wheatsheaf, The White Hart or The Tavern, set up a video call instead.
There is a host of different options - Skype, FaceTime, Whatsapp, Houseparty and Facebook
Messenger all support video calls. If you’re connected to your wifi they’re all free too.
Make the most of free TV apps: Most of us are familiar with the BBC iPlayer and ITV Hub. But you’ve also
got the All 4 app from Channel 4 which boasts a very impressive back catalogue. Then there’s the
Channel 5 My5 app, UKTV Play which includes programmes from Dave, Yesterday and Drama, and
Dplay. This covers Quest, Really, the Food Channel and HGTV.
Sign up to Netflix, Amazon Prime, Apple TV, BritBox, Disney+: While these options do eventually cost
money, they all have a free trial. Disney+ is the newest service and offers pretty much every single
Disney, Pixar, Marvel and Star Wars movie ever made, as well as National Geographic, lots of TV
shows and, most excitingly (for me), 30 seasons of The Simpsons. So a lot for the kids now they’re
off school.
Host a Netflix Party: This has been around for some time but people are only really discovering it now. It
essentially allows you and your friends to watch the same film in your own homes as the same time.
It includes a group chat but it does require you watch on a computer as you need to install some
extra software.
Listen to Podcasts: If you have not tried listening to podcasts, now may be a great time to start.
Alternatively, download some audiobooks. I do this if I can’t be bothered to read a particularly long
book!
Buy some jigsaws on eBay: if you like jigsaws charity shops are a great place to get them cheaply, but if
you are unable to get out to the shops then why not look on eBay. There are always plenty available,
many at very reasonable prices.
Walk your dog at a distance: If you walk your dog, why not do it with friends, just keep the recommended
2 metres distant from your friends. The dogs can get as close as they like.
Make yourself familiar with Zoom: Zoom is a very easy-to-use video conference app that has surged in
popularity over the last few weeks, with many teachers, chefs, and personal trainers hosting live
classes. I use it every day at work for our morning editorial meetings and I love it. Reverend Nicki
Bland will even be hosting church services over Zoom. You’ll find all the details for this in her
monthly letter later in the magazine.
If you have any suggestions of your own, Shaun and I would love to hear from you, so do email us. Maybe even
send us some photos of you enjoying a drink in a virtual pub with your friends.
If you would like more information about anything I have mentioned above, do get in touch. We’re about to
face some tough times so we all need to help each other out where we can and make our lives as easy as
possible.
Take care of yourselves,
Rob
Life Magazine Co-Editor
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GREAT STAUGHTON VILLAGE BOOK CLUB

Our book in March, Venessa Diffenbaugh’s
debut novel ‘The Language of Flowers’, led
to a lively discussion: some of us loved it,
some thought it unrealistic, others didn’t
bother finishing it.
Diffenbaugh’s tale of abandonment, life in
care, homelessness and finding love is a
difficult read not just because it skips between the present and the past but
because of the issues it raises. In turns, the central character, Victoria, is
portrayed as the victim, abandoned at birth and suspicious of everyone
around her because of her experiences in the care system, but she is also
the bully, using others’ kindness, naivete or weakness to survive. One can
never be sure whether Victoria will ever find happiness or escape her past;
whether there will be reconciliation of heartache at the end of the novel; or
whether she will learn to interpret words as well as the language of flowers.
Victoria’s love of flowers gives her the means to escape the homelessness
that she at first embraces on leaving the care system on her eighteenth
birthday, and she soon becomes a florist of some note. She has learnt the
Victorian meanings of flowers and so, accordingly, chooses flowers to
influence the situations that her customers find themselves in (San Francisco
is the perfect setting to base a novel which involves flower power!) but will
she find the answers to life that she is so desperately seeking for through the
language of flowers?
Our books for the rest of the year are:
April – ‘Dominion’ by C J Samson
May – ‘The Overstory’ by Richard Powers
June – ‘The Great Lover’ by Jill Dawson
July – ‘The Beekeeper’s Promise’ by Fiona Valpy
August – ‘Human Voices’ by Penelope Fitzgerald
September – ‘My Sister, the Serial Killer’ by Oyinkan Fitzgerald
October – ‘Conclave’ by Robert Harris

November – ‘The Thousand Autumns of Jacob De Zoet’ by David Mitchell
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SPEEDWATCH

Gt Staughton Rainbows are
looking for new leaders
It is with sadness that our current leaders
announce that they will be leaving this
small but thriving unit in the not so
distant future, so we are now looking for
new volunteer leaders to replace them.
Our girls are enthusiastic and fun to be
with and make volunteering all the
worthwhile.
You do not have to have previously been
a member of Girlguiding and full training
and support is available.

Perry Parish Council is looking for
volunteers to be trained and
become part of a Speedwatch
initiative in the Village.
If you think you would be
interested in participating please
let us know by email:
clerk@perryparishcouncil.org.uk,
or
Telephone: 07899000026
Farm House Holidays For Dogs
Prefer not to use
boarding
kennels?
Competitive rates

If you are interested in finding out more
about becoming a volunteer leader then
go to:
https://go.girlguiding.org.uk/join-us/joinas-volunteer/
and fill in the online form. Once
completed, one of our local leaders will
contact you.

For a unique
service

01480 860330

Do you have cats?
Would you like
someone to feed them
while you’re away?
We’re a group of Staughton cat
owners who’ll come to your house
once a day while you’re away, feed
your cats, water your plants and put
out your bins. If you would like to
join us please email me at:
lupin15.08.70@gmail.com
Gill Broome
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Part of the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire Registered Charity No 1000412

The Huntingdonshire Local Group of the Wildlife Trust invites you to come and
experience some of the highlights of a traditional English Spring on Sunday 26th April.
At 10.30 am we will have our annual bluebell walk at Brampton Wood. This will be led
by the Warden, George Cottam, who will show us the rich variety of flora and fauna,
focusing on the bluebells. Please meet in the Shelter, adjacent to Brampton Wood Car
Park, Grafham Road, Brampton at 10.30am. GR TL 184698.
At 2.30pm we will visit Portholme Meadow in a joint venture with the Hunts Fauna and
Flora Society. Dr. Pat Doody will lead this walk and he will focus on one of
Portholme’s specialities, the Snakeshead Fritillary. Please meet at the Chinese Bridge car
park, Godmanchester, PE29 2NB.

Please note that paths at both sites are very uneven and likely to be muddy. Parking is
available, but it is limited. Everyone is most welcome to attend. There is no charge, but
donations are welcome. For more information please contact Alistair
(alistairrgrant@hotmail.com).

A special for April
Massage for people
living with cancer
Sessions are tailored for your
needs
Why wait? Call today!

Touch Point Therapy

Elizabeth Hughes
ITEC, MCThA, cert ECBS
07702 739968 or 01480 811369

All sessions are given in the comfort of your
own home

info@massagehuntingdon.com
www.massagehuntingdon.com
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Dear Folks
As you all know by now (unless you have been holiday in Outer
Mongolia) we are facing a Corvid 19 pandemic. For many there is
uncertainty and a degree of anxiety, hence panic buying:-please
can anyone tell me why you need to bulk buy loo rolls? However
there is also a time to be sensible and practical.
To this end a group of folk are planning to co-ordinate community
support in our locality for anyone who has to self-isolate or is likely
to struggle because of the situation we find ourselves in. The sorts
of things we currently foresee being of use are dog walking,
shopping, collecting prescriptions, grass cutting, providing meals,
daily phone chats but this is not an inclusive list.
So what do we require from you? Firstly can you volunteer to help?
All help will be aimed at no direct contact, i.e. leaving shopping or
prescriptions on doorsteps etc. Even an hour a week would be
welcome, and for some you could volunteer without leaving your
own home by offering to speak to a person who is on their own, by
phone.

Secondly we need you to get the word out to all, that there are folk
willing to provide support, bearing in mind that one of the
vulnerable groups are the over 70’s who largely don’t use social
media or ask for help.
Thirdly we are aiming to leaflet drop all houses in the area so
volunteers welcome.
We have set up a closed Facebook page for offers of or requests
for help please search for us under the name of Great Staughton &
Perry Community Support and we will add you to the group. We
are very conscious that we will be dealing with potentially
vulnerable people and constrained by Data Protection but our aim
is to be community in our community to all.

If you need further information don’t hesitate to call
Margaret Sare
01480 860963
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The Great Staughton Parish Assembly will take place in the Village Hall

at 7.30pm on Thursday, 30th April 2020.
Local clubs and societies will be present and refreshments will be offered from 7pm before the
meeting officially starts at 7.30pm.
The Councillors and Chorus Homes will be updating the villagers on the Affordable Housing
Project on the Green which has now reached an exciting stage.

There will also be an update on the recent bids to receive grant to reduce the speed limit
through the Town and the possibilities of a Parish wide heating scheme.

It is hoped that there will also be an update from the District and County Councillors along with
the Police. All local residents are welcome and are able to ask any questions or make any
comments. We look forward to seeing you there.

A Note From the Editors
Just a friendly reminder that if
you’re sending content to be
published, please email it to both
editors to ensure it will be included
in future issues. Send all content to
both

lifemagazine@outlook.com
&

rj.young@live.co.uk
And if you’re placing a small ‘For
Sale’ ad in the magazine, do let both
of us know when the items have
been sold, so the ad can be
removed for the next magazine.

Thanks,
Shaun & Rob
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A book about Staughton April
2020
The Parish Magazine
The only post-war issues of the Parish
magazine that I have been able to obtain
cover the years 1943 to 1964 with
numerous frustrating gaps. 'Parish
Magazine' is something of a misnomer. It
was first and foremost a church magazine
containing details of services, recording
births and deaths and giving brief
accounts of fund-raising events in support
of church activities. Nor was the
magazine wholly produced in the parish. It
consisted of a maroon-red A3 cover
folded to A4 format to enclose a
magazine called The Sign, which was
printed and published in London by
Canadian Magazine Post. The Sign was an
advowedly Christian magazine containing
contributions from churchmen dealing
with issues facing the national church. It
was not all solemn religiosity; the
November 1953 issue carried an article by
Marcus Woodward on Some favourite
birds illustrated with his own line drawings
and a serial story entitled A matter of
doubt by HF Winter. The Sign derived
much of its income from advertising,
mostly for worthy causes. There was plea
to support the Church of England Waifs
and Strays Society and the Royal Cancer
Hospital highlighted cancer 'one of the
greatest enemies of humanity.' This in the
middle of a war which threatened western
civilisation! Light relief was offered by
claims of the benefits of using Cardinal
tile polish, Kolynos dental cream and
Mansion Polish ('Housewives doing
wartime duty find Mansion polish the
quick and easy way of keeping the home
bright and clean').
The back page of the cover was given
over to advertisements for local
businesses and there were many, amongst
them RB Wilmer, family butcher, DL
Mumford, grocer and draper, Frank W
Lack, grocer and general dealer, George
Measures Cycle Agent, HA Harding, miller
and baker, names which recur in the

magazine over the next dozen years.
In the years from 1947 to the mid-1950s
Great Staughton had its own theatre
company, the St Andrew's Players and
they put on numerous performances
during those years. 27 February 1947 was
the opening night for their production of
'Painted Sparrows' by Guy Paxton and
Edward V Hoile. 'Quiet Weekend' by
Esther McCracken was the April 1950
presentation, with Michael Stratton,
Francis Halsall, Jean Cutler and Pamela
Dunne in the leading roles. Minor roles
were played by Harry Pitt and Dick Bruce.
A more ambitious production came in
March 1951 when the St Andrew's Players
presented Noel Coward's family saga,
'This Happy Breed,' later made into a
morale-boosting film. Vic Fensome took
the leading role supported by Grace
Cutler and Margaret MacGregor. The
March 1952 presentation was the play
'Little Lambs Eat Ivy' by Noel Langley,
screenwriter for 'the Wizard of Oz.'
Xxxxxxxxxxx
The recent murderous assault in Hanau in
which many were killed, brought
unwelcome publicity to the German city.
Hanau has an intimate connection with
Great Staughton. When Charles II was
restored to the throne in 1660, his first act
was to exact vengeance on all those who
had signed his father's death warrant. As
one of the signatories, Valentine Wauton
had good reason to fear for his life and
promptly fled to Hanau which at the time
was a prosperous (and Protestant) trading
centre. Wauton's sojourn in the town was
short-lived. When the queen of the
province discovered Hanau was
harbouring a regicide, she was not
amused and Wauton …. (You'll have to
buy the book to find out what happened
next.)

Anthony Withers
aw.staughton@gmail.com
© A Withers 2019
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Perry W.I.

W

e had a fair turn out
considering it was such
a miserable night for
Pat King to show us how we could have
Fun with Science.
Firstly, Pat put plastic cloths on the tables
- going to get mucky then - we split into
groups, donned our pinnys and read the
instructions left for us on each table. We
quickly decided who would be professor,
who would read instructions and who
should just stand and nod knowingly.
Science bit:- vinegar and bicarbonate of
soda makes carbon dioxide with a few
bubbles (washing up liquid) and some
food colouring makes a wonderful
foaming Vulcano!
We made a fishing game with paper fish
and magnets. We made magnets spin and
move around - proper magic.
We mixed cornflour and water and rolled
it into a ball in our (gloved) hands and
then watched it melt and trickle through
our fingers. Definitely one to try with
grandchildren.
We then made Möbius strips ( you tube
it) which is definitely worth doing at
Christmas. Making home made paper
chains out of one piece of paper. I found
that fascinating and will definitely be
hanging some at Christmas.
But the hands down winner and the one
that caused most mirth in fact I think it’s
fair to say that out of control giggling was
heard in some quarters, was making
balloon animals. Some ladies amongst us
really showed their true colours with the
shaping of their animals!
I can’t remember having that much fun
with science when I was at school. I think
Pat took us all back to primary school
(some of us more than others would have
ended up outside the headmasters office).
Suffice to say I will be showing off in
front of my grandchildren some of the

new skills I have acquired. So,
thank you Pat and please come
again.

Incidentally, a week on and my
balloon dog is still sitting
proudly on the Kitchen table.
Chris Halsall

Great Staughton W.I.

O

ur speaker this month was a
gentleman called David Bale,
and the subject was Mind
Reading. David didn`t just talk on the
subject, but
gave us a very entertaining evening,
reading the minds of the members.
He started with a simple illusion, asking a
member to give him a number,
either one, two or three digits, and then
produced a card with that
number already written down.
He went on to show us a frame with five
cards in, only the backs of the
cards on view. One of our members was
give the same number of cards, and
asked to put them in any order. She then
handed them back to David, and
when he had slotted them into his frame,
they were of course, in the
same order as the original set.

David had brought with him a cuddly toy.
It was his pet dog, which he
seemed rather attached to, much to
everyone`s amusement. Different
ladies were asked in turn to give him a
letter of the alphabet. These
letters were to be the dog`s name. He was
given Q U I R B, so that is
what the dog was called. He wrote this
name on a certificate for the
dog, and then astounded us by showing
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us the disc attached to the toy`s
collar. It was the same name. How did he
know those letters would be chosen?

One of the members was then asked to
come to the front of the hall, and
help David with the next illusion. She
chose a page from a book, and
twice when a word was identified, he
guessed it correctly.
His performance ended when David
collected a selection of numbers given
to him. He wrote them on a large board.
This long number was identical
to the number previously written on a
piece of card which he had given
to a lady to look after, at the very
beginning of the evening. The
number was not only the same, but
included the date, and the address of
the village Hall, where we meet.

His performance was totally amazing,
and the members were very impressed.
We had one visitor, who has moved into
the village, and we hope to see
her again.

We meet again on April 14th, and we will
welcome Jon Magee, who`s
subject is " Across the world single
handed with six children."
Visitors are always welcome.
Trish Richards

Hail Weston Wildlife
and Gardening
Group
Tuesday, April 7th, starts at
7.30pm
Hail Weston Village Hall, High
Street, PE19 5JS
The Animal Experience
A one hour talk and hands-on
experience with a variety of
animals including owls, meerkat,
pygmy hedgehog, sugar glider
and chinchilla. Families with
children over 8 years old are
welcome to attend. A raffle will
be held at this event. Entrance:
Members £1, non Members £2.
We are a friendly, welcoming
group of people from Hail
Weston and surrounding villages
with a terrific programme of
talks and visits planned for
2020. New members and
visitors are welcome to join us
at any time. The cost of
membership is just £7 per year.
Your contact for the group
is Lizbacon187@gmail.com
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S ORT
Y OUR
S …TUFF

Hate admin?
Have no time?
Worried about a
mother/father/
grandparent and
their affairs?

Let me help! I will sort post, write
cheques, arrange insurance, fill out
forms, deal with utility companies, etc
– anything that is required. I also
make tea and always have chocolate
biscuits! Experienced administrator
and book-keeper ready to pop round
and get you sorted
Also available to sort filing, bags of
receipts, piles of paper and occasional
book keeping services.
Based in Great Staughton. Active
member of the community as
Treasurer of the Village Hall and Life
magazine. DBS checked.

Please contact me to have a chat –
helenglanville2@gmail.com

Mobile Post Office in
Great Staughton
The Post Office offers a
mobile Post Office service
situated at Brook Farm car park (the
former Blades car park) on The Highway
in Great Staughton. The times will be:
Mondays 14:30-15:30
Wednesdays 10:30-12:30
Most Post Office services will be offered
including banking for all of the major
banks. Passports, driving licences and
vehicle tax will not be available.
The van has wheelchair access.

Hays Travel
Lisa Drake
I am a PERSONAL TRAVEL
CONSULTANT based in Cage
Lane, Great Staughton
Working for ABTA’s largest
Independent Travel Agency
I cater for all aspects of travel
including:

Package Holidays, Ski, Caribbean,
CruiseTailor-made Holidays, UK
Breaks, Flights and Accommodation
Holidays Extras: Car Hire, Car Parking
You name it, I can do it at a
competitive price.
Telephone Lisa on:
861852 or E-mail:
lisa.drake@haystravel.co.uk

The White Hart
56 The Highway,
Gt. Staughton
PE19 5DA

Tel: 01480 861131

Good home-made,
honest pub food now
being served
Thursday: 12pm - 2pm. 6:30pm - 9pm
Friday: 12pm - 2pm. 6:30pm - 9pm
Saturday: 12 noon - 9pm
Sunday: 12 noon - 3pm

‘We look forward to welcoming
you soon.’

Hugh & Mary

Page 23

FAIR
FABRICS ANd
interiors
MOBILE
SHOWROOM TO YOUR DOOr A local company

www.fairfabrics.com
An extensive selection of fabrics
- all leading manufacturers +
smaller design houses
Wallpapers, Curtain Poles,
Blinds, Lighting and Sofas
LARGE FABRIC SAMPLES
CURTAIN MAKE-UP AND
UPHOLSTERY SERVICE
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL for help
and advice

EMMA LEWSLEY
01480 890026 07939 150217
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LOCAL PAIN
CLINIC
MISERABLE WITH
CHRONIC PAIN?
Arthritis
Old injuries
Back pain
Sciatica
Fibromyalgia and more

Contact: Lyn on 01480 811329
for more information
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Great Staughton Parish
Council

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service is
looking for on-call firefighters to join on-call
fire stations around the county. On-call
firefighters aren't based at a fire station,
instead they carry a pager and respond to
emergency incidents as and when they
happen.
The Service has introduced a new daytime
contract to the on-call service, which allows
people to be available to respond to
emergencies from just 24 hours a week, for
example while working at their regular day
job or from home.
The new contract is available for anyone
interested in joining an on-call station,
providing they can offer a minimum of 24
hours per week (between 7am and 7pm
during the week) and attend the weekly drill
night.
On-call firefighters can be men and women
that come from every walk of life. They may
be at home, working for themselves or a
nearby company, or even out in their local
community. They must maintain their
availability to respond to emergencies by
staying within five minutes travel time of the
fire station. They receive an annual wage plus
additional payments for attending incidents
and drill nights.
Those interested in finding out more can visit
www.cambsfire.gov.uk/on-call or contact
recruitment@cambsfire.gov.uk

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram. To find out if you are
eligible for a free home fire safety
check, call 0800 917 9994.

There is a vacancy for a Parish
Councillor on Great Staughton
Parish Council.
Would anyone interested please
let the clerk know on

gtstaughtonparishclerk@outlook.com

If you would like to discuss this
please contact the Chair
Bob Jewell
At

gtstaughtonparishchair@outlook.com

or call 07812725680

The formal notice will be posted
on the website.

Village Maintenance job
available in Great Staughton
The role requires grass cutting, general
maintenance and strimming along roads
in the village.
The work is seasonal with more hours in
the Spring and Summer when about nine
hours a fortnight is required. All
equipment is provided.
The pay for the work will be negotiated
but is based upon the actual hours
worked at an appropriate hourly rate.
Please contact the parish clerk at
gtstaughtonparishclerk@outlook.com
if you wish to apply.
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Minutes of the Great Staughton
Parish Council
Meeting held on 23 January 2020
- 7.30pm in the Village Pavilion
Present:
R Jewell (BJ)
H Glanville (HG).
G Brittain (GB)
D Moore (DM)
L Goody (LG)
Nicole Yates (NY)
A Gilbert (AG)
J Bowen (JB)
W Mumford (WM)
J Russel (JR) (clerk).
Darren Tysoe (DT)

Apologies for absence – Ian
Gardener (IG)
Residents’ Forum - no one
attended.
Minutes of the meeting held on
21 November 2019– The
minutes were agreed as a true
record and signed by the
Chairman.

Matters arising:
Ditches – WM has been doing a lot
of work here. The ditches have
been dug out and WM will
prepare the culvert. There are
some issues with the adjacent
ditch running down to the River
Kym. WM will point out the
problem areas to the Clerk so
that she can contact the
landowner to ask if he can clear
the ditch to the River Kym. These
will be marked on a map and sent
to the Clerk. The other area is on
the hill from Perry. There seems

to be water bubbling up which
could be natural or a leak in a
pipe. Clerk will contact AW.
Timebank –we are awaiting a
response from Little Staughton
PC to see whether they are
interested. BJ said that St Neots
would be happy to work with us
and he will speak to them to
obtain more detail.

Green Close potholes Openreach
cover has finally been repaired.
Other potholes are still there, and
the Clerk will raise again with Joe
Hudson at CCC.
Ridge and Furrow fields – c/f as
IG not at this meeting. He has
been copied in on the Clerk’s
email to CCC Archaeology.
Dog on Leads signs – signs have
not been put up yet but HDC
have confirmed that they will
place on the lampposts. DT will
chase this up for the PC.
Car parking charges St Neots –
AG indicated that she had
received an email from HDC
asking for her views as a business
owner. The parking charges are
killing business in the town.
People are now having to pay for
two hours car parking just to nip
to the Post Office for example.
The Riverside car park should be
a lower fee as you walk into town
from there. DT will raise again
with HDC.
Pavement
outside
71
Beachampstead – this has
been reported to CCC who
indicated they would visit. Clerk
will chase up again.
Streetlight
Parish
Handover IG has

Energy
asked his
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colleague to contact the clerk to
discuss this issue but to date she
has not been contacted.
Village hall repair work quotes –
a further updated quote has been
received and the PC authorised
the village hall committee to go
ahead with GB Builders who
quoted £2050 plus VAT.
Lavender bushes Manor Close
completed

-

Blocked Drain
completed

–

Cage

Lane

Tackling Scams – DM will prepare
something to advertise this
scheme in Life magazine. Can
also put something on the village
website (BJ) and Facebook (NY).
Clerk is to ask Sarah Freeman is
there are any statistics for this
type of scam in Great Staughton
and then we can talk about this
issue at the Parish Assembly.

Archives – this is for historical
documents only and DT advised
that the cost to archive is quite
high. It was agreed that the PC
probably do not have a need to
archive anything at this time
Village Handyman job – no one
has responded to the advert yet.
Report
from
District/County
Councillors – DT reported that
there is likely to be a 2.6%
increase in Council Tax that
works out at less than £5.00 for a
Band D property. There has been
an increase of 3% in wages in
Huntingdon. The Mayor’s office is
showing plans for the University
of Peterborough on 4, 5, 6
February. This will be providing
vocational courses. Local leisure

centres have been refurbished
but all are not complete yet. DT
also queried whether the CLT
could ask HDC for help with
paying the legal fees etc.
Attendance at other meetings –
HG has met with Sheryl French to
discuss the application for the
grant to have a feasibility study
for alternate heat source.

Planning –
1 Moory Croft – 19/02493/
HHFUL – no objections
Little
Staughton
Airfield
–
19/02613/FUL – concerns
about increased traffic so
objections to be sent to HDC
Land East of Bru Bur Moor Road
–
20/00046/FUL
–
no
objections
Land North East of 114 Little
Staughton
Airfield
–
19/02613/FUL – concerns
about increased traffic –
objections to be sent to HDC
Highways – there has been no
decision yet in the LHi Bid
application. JB reported there is
moss on the pavements in Green
Close and Beachampstead. It was
agreed that the new handyman
could deal with this issue once
appointed. WM
reported a
parking issue – people are
parking across his drive, so he is
blocked in. JB also raised the
poor state of village hall car park.
This is an issue for the village hall
committee
though.
It
was
mentioned that perhaps WM
could put some crushed Tarmac
down. Clerk will also report
pothole in Cage Lane and Agden
Drive to Joe Hudson.
Correspondence – nothing to report
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Cashbook, Cheques in and out –
all checked
Income:

£0

Expenditure: - £2480.90
D Hoenig - £317.50
Bradgate - £117.60
Clerk Salary £306.58
Cambs Acre - £57.00
Bradgate - £235.20
J Harrison - £960.24
Clerk salary - £306.58
Red Shoes - £43.20
D Hoenig - £137.00
Balance in Community Account
£1859.55
Balance in Tracker Account.
£18,534.51
Cashbook was reviewed and
approved.
Affordable Housing – BJ reported
that all the important commercial
detail has been agreed and the
Heads of Agreement can be
signed now. BJ will put the
Allocation Policy on the village
website and remind people that
they must be on the housing
register in order to be considered
for a property. It is hoped
building can commence in the
Autumn this year. Hopefully the
grant monies will be paid soon.
Report from:
Village Hall Committee – nothing
to report. They have a meeting
next week.
Playing Field Committee – It was
agreed at the last meeting that
the skate ramp would be sold for
scrap. The grass cutting contract
has also been put out to tender.
The closing date is 7 February.
Neighbourhood Watch – no report
Speed Watch – no report.

Parish Matters – NY reported that
the next litter pick is on 22
February 2020. She also asked
whether there would be any
support for having an event to
mark VE day.
JB announced that she would be
stepping down as a Parish
Councillor. BJ wished to record
thanks on behalf of the council
for all Janet’s hard work over
many years and everyone will be
very sorry to see her step down.
The Parish Council agreed that JB
should continue as a member of
the Parish Charities Committee
until the Parish Council AGM or
until another committee member
is appointed. If anyone in the
community wishes to be
considered for her replacement
could they please contact the
Clerk for further details.
BJ reported that light PC15 is not
working - the clerk will report to
the contractor.
Meeting closed at 21.30
Dates of meetings for 2020 - 26
March, Parish Assembly 30
April, AGM 21 May, 2 July, 17
September, 19 November
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G.B. BUILDERS
BRICKWORK - PLASTERING - DRIVEWAYS - PATHS - PATIOS SLABBING - CONCRETING - BLOCKPAVING - FENCING - PLUMBING CARPENTRY - ROOFING - TILING - DRAINAGE - GUTTERING RIDE ON LAWN MOWER GRASS CUTTING

Call today - 078777 42420 or 01480 437511
g.bbuilders@yahoo.co.uk or g.bgrasscutters@yahoo.com
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PERRY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Held on Wednesday 5th February 2020
at 7.30 pm at Grafham Water Centre
Present:
Councillor Nigel Noon (NN) Chairman Councillor Sheila Brighton
(SB) Vice Chair
Councillor Jason Harper (JH)
Councillor Mark Fowler
Kay Darby (KD)– Clerk
County Councillor:
District Councillor: Darren Tysoe
Members of the public: Six
The meeting was opened by the
Chairman, Nigel Noon, at 7.30 p.m.
19/160 Apologies for Absence: Ian
Gardner, Mark Fowler
19/161 Members Declaration of Interest
on Agenda Items: None
19/162 County/District Councillor Update:
DT explained that an increase has been
agreed for District Council Tax of 2.6%,
but this is not yet confirmed. It would
mean an increase of under £10 for Band
D properties. He reminded the meeting
that the District Council collects monies
for Cambridgeshire County Council as
well, which includes sums for the Police
and other services.
There will be press releases coming out
about:
1. The Training Shed in St Ives. This will
be for people who would like more than a
gym or a boot camp and is on the site of
the Outdoor Centre. If it proves successful it will become available elsewhere.
There is a scheme for low income resi-

dents so that some who are on means
tested benefits can access the Training
Shed for 10 sessions at a reduced price.
2. St Neots – East West Rail. This line
will connect Oxford to Cambridge and a
new station will be built just south of St.
Neots.

3. Marshalls Engineering are looking at
new site to build on and currently one of
them is around Wyton Airfield area. If
successful this would create significant
employment in the area.
DT informed the meeting that he now sits
on the Planning Committee.
He also pointed out that his Party’s manifesto is not about cutting services but
looking for growth and wanted everyone
to know that he will speak up for rural
parishes if required.
DT offered to help when required with the
parking issues around the Village. Details
of contacts to be sent to him
A member of the public has offered to
count the number of cars parking around
the village and notify the Parish Council
19/163 Public Forum on Agenda
items:
19/164 To Approve the Minutes of the
Meeting held on Wednesday 4th December 2019. The Minutes were proposed for approval by SB and seconded
by JH

19/165 Matters Arising (not covered by
Agenda Items):
Revd Jon Magee informed the meeting
that the Baptist Church Drop in is being
well supported and will continue to meet
on the first Monday of each Month.

He also informed the meeting that Dave
Scott-Martin is coming to Perry. Formerly
a member of ELO he will be performing at
the Baptist Church on 17th April, when
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you can listen to his songs and stories.
Admission is by ticket only as there are
limited places but the event is free.
The Prison will be repairing the lighting at
the back of Moat Lane within the next few
months but by April.

19/168 Heat Source Pump/Climate
Change:

19/166 Police Update: None, but apologies sent late due to pressure of work

NN informed the meeting a scheme looking at placing a heat source pump in
Grafham Water which would benefit locally villages was being looked at. Gt.
Staughton Parish Council are to be contacted for further information

19/167 Parish/Village Matters:

19/169 Clerks Report:

•
Buckden Court Pond: Plaque
now on life belt station ‘In Memory of Phillip Wood’. There has been no response
to the question of boundaries and type of
fencing yet from the Management Company. We will contact them again and check
progress

Bank: Barclays Bank have extremely slow
in their response to our request to change
the address of our account and our mandate. Many hours have been spent by JH
and KD on discussions and correspondence with the bank and finally the address
has been amended. We still await confirmation of the new mandate.

•
Perry in Bloom: Previous residents who participated in the scheme to
be asked if they would like to continue this
year
•
Potential Sale of Perry Water
Tower Site: No further information is
available
•
Parking Signs: NN or organise
the purchase of 6 signs

•
Speeding in the Village: Previous trainees of the Speedwatch scheme
are to be contacted to see if they would
like to participate again this year
•
Garage Sales: To be discussed
later in the year

•
Playground4Perry: JH has had
no response to his effort to set up a meeting with Anglian Water, but will keep trying
•

Work Parties: No update

•
Overhanging trees and vegetation on footpaths: An advert is to be
placed in Life Magazine reminding residents to trim their trees and hedges so
that they do not overhang our footpaths.

CIL money needs to be used by April
2021. This cannot be used to help with
the roads around Roman way and the
Councillors are looking at other uses.
Salt bins. These have now been refilled

SCAMS: The Clerk has now completed
training on the Peterborough and Cambridgeshire Friends Against Scams website and will be posting any information
received from them regarding scams
Littlehey: The lighting problem at the
back of Moat Lane should be rectified by
April.
Local Electricity Bill: No action to be
taken
Annual Assembly: Advert to be put in
Life Magazine. It was decided to ask Susan Doolan from Littlehey to give a short
information piece on the policy for discharging prisoners and any important
updates from the prison
Events Booked: Town /Parish Council
Planning forum -KD
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19/170 Operation London Bridge:
A meeting is to be set up between Jon
Magee, NN and KD to see how we can
work together on this.
19/170a Correspondence received:

Correspondence received from residents
regarding repairs to Roman Way. This is
no longer an issue and they have been
informed of the outcome of the Council’s
decision.
Team Rubicon Skate Park fitters have
contacted us. Their information to be
given to Angela Tarry of Anglian Water
by JH when he meets her.
19/171 Finance and Legal Matters:
To agree payments for sanction:
HMRC tax
£ 87.60
Clerk’s salary September
Office Depot printing ink
£351.06
£104.94
Room hire GWC for 05/02/20
£ 16.00
Data Protection fee by D. debit
£ 35.00
Payments made:

Plant voucher No. 01
£12.41
Cambridgeshire ACRE membership
Renewal
£ 57.00
The above payments were proposed for
payment by MF and seconded by SB.
S137: To be discussed in March Meeting
Grass Cutting Quotes: Three quotes
were obtained and it was unanimously
agreed to take up that of Four Seasons.

Accessibility Statement: Clerk to produce statement for next meeting
Privacy Policy: Clerk to produce policy
for next meeting
Scribe Accounts: To be discussed after
year end

Bank: Internet banking to be looked at
19/172 Meetings Attended: SB and KD
attended the Grafham Water Users
Group. SB gave a brief synopsis of the
meeting at which we were informed that
Anglian Water will be putting a mini golf
course at Marlow Car park and a Beach at
Marlow Bay.
Clerk to check if a boom will be in place to
mark off an area of water for swimming

19/173 Planning Applications: Application for 17 Roundhouse Drive. There
were no comments from the Councillors
19/174 Neighbourhood Watch: JH has
emailed Street Co-ordinators and asked
them to cascade the information that he is
stepping down by 17 April and a new Coordinator is required to take over from
him. He will keep the meeting informed
19/175 Social Media: MF to set up
Nextdoor Page and JH to set up Facebook page for Perry Parish Council. Clerk
to post relevant information

19/176 Village Plan: to be discussed
later
19/177 Matters for the next meeting, to
be held at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 4th
March 2020 at Grafham Water Centre.
Scribe Accounts, CIL payment, S137,
Neighbourhood Watch, Accessibility, Privacy
The meeting closed at 9.26
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The Eaton’s

 Internal painting & decorating
 External painting & staining
 Gutter cleans, repairs &





replacement
Supply & fit UPVC fascias & soffits
Fence repairs & replacement
Patios, paths & driveways
General property maintenance

Public Liability Insured
Buy with Confidence Scheme
Trading Standard Approved
Criminal Record Bureau checked
Telephone: 01480 406130
Mobile: 07718 957281

THE FOOT CLINIC
For a wide range of chiropody and
podiatry treatments of the highest
quality from a specialist with over 27
years of experience in both the NHS
and private practice.

Graeme A Paterson BSc
FCPod (S).
Podiatric Specialist

Health Professions Council
Registered.
For further information
or to arrange a consultation or home
visit please contact:
The Foot Clinic,
High Street, Southoe, St Neots,
Cambs. PE19 5YE.

Tel : 01480 811145 .

Cambridgeshire ACRE
Community Oil Buying
Scheme
Want to save money on the cost of
your heating oil?
So do we!
Join our countrywide community oil
buying scheme and see how easy it is.
To join, visit:
www.cambsacre.org.uk/community-oil
-buying-scheme.php
Enquires:
Tel:01353 860850
Email: oil@cambsacre.org.uk
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THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST ANDREW
GREAT STAUGHTON AND PERRY
Rector: Revd Nicki Bland - Tel: 869485
St Andrew’s Vicarage, The Causeway, Great Staughton

Sound
& Loop

CHURCH WARDENS: Mr Bryan Kitchen
Mrs Janet Perrett, 38, Beachampstead Road, Gt. St. 860703

Dear Friends,

A

s I write this I am still not sure of
the full impact that Covid - 19 is
going to have on us individually,
as villages, as a nation and globally, but
already people in our villages are rallying
round to help those who are most
vulnerable.
Do you know that an eagle knows when a
storm is approaching long before it
breaks? When the storm hits, it sets its
wings so that the wind will pick it up and
lift it above the storm. While the storm
rages below, the eagle is soaring above it.
The eagle does not escape the storm. It
simply uses the storm to lift it higher. It
rises on the winds that bring the storm.
When the storms of life come upon us we
can rise above them by setting our minds
toward God. The storms do not have to
overcome us. We can allow God’s power
to lift us above them. Funerals and
weddings can take place but with only a
skeleton congregation of family and very
special friends but other services have
been suspended. If you want to join
services by video link you can do so by
logging on to

Join Zoom Meeting
https://bit.ly/2U96CiW
Meeting ID: 712 447 549
Password: 022067

So, this Lent we are giving up more than
we intended but we need to look towards
Easter and the hope in the Easter
Message.
I have said these things to you, that in me
you may have peace. In the world you
will have tribulation. But take heart; I
have overcome the world.” John16;33
For I reckon that the sufferings of this
present time [are] not worthy [to be
compared] with the glory which shall be
revealed in us. Romans18;
I am available to talk to you on the phone
or to come round and do your shopping
or anything else that you need. Please
contact me over any concerns you may
have.
A Happy Easter to you all

With love and prayers,
Revd Nicki Bland
Mobile: 07805078992
Parish email: revlesnicki@gmail.com
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Perry Baptist Church
Secretary Tony Whitlock 01480 810906
Minister: Rev Jon Magee 01480 700810
Sunday Services at 10.30am each Sunday
Website www.perrybaptist.org.uk

All Welcome

My dear friends,

T

oday there is a message of
hopefulness when all around
us seems hopeless. It seems

like a
contradiction but nevertheless it is
true. We currently live in a world that
has been struck with a virus which
none of us has any previous
experience. We wonder if we are o be
drawn into a period of self isolation.
For some of us that may be a huge
problem as we are restricted from any
connection with the wider world at
the very time we need to discover
comfort and support.
It has been encouraging to discover a
local group that is saying can we help
in this time of need.

can be comforted by knowing that
God is faithful, and is always looking
over us. He truly cares and is our
protector and comforter in times of
need. Whatever the circumstance may
be, we can use these comforting Bible
verses to find a peace that passes
understanding!
When Joshua needed encouragement
he was told “Have I not commanded
you? Be strong and courageous. Do
not be afraid; do not be discouraged,
for the LORD your God will be with
you wherever you go." (Joshua 1)

Love and Blessings,

Jon Magee

That’s one of the positive things
about village life, people care, and in
the time before us I am sure the
community will be hearing more
about the offers of help. Please look
out for the offers and opportunities to
help.
Hurt and pain are guaranteed in this
world. Jesus tells us that we will have
trouble BUT that we can take heart
because He has overcome the world!
(John 16:33) Through scripture, we

Rev John Magee will be
preaching all services in
February
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Clubs & Activities :

Telephone Prefix: 01480

Great Staughton W.I....................................................................Margaret Sare: 860963
Perry WI: ..............................................................................................Liz Dive: 811636
West Hunts Friendship Club....................................Annabelle Blackham: 07527 741495
(Mondays 10:00am - 3:00pm Gt. Staughton Village Hall)
Phil Yates: 860616
St. Andrew’s Church Bell Ringers (Mondays 7.30)………………….David Cope: 869322
Perry Friendship Circle.................................................... …… .Cilla Whitlock: 810906
Great Staughton Book Club.........................................................Margaret Sare: 860963
Horticultural Society...................................................... ...............Mike Keeble: 860855

Email: m.keeble855@btinternet.com

Lions Club (Hunts Grafham Water Branch)...........Bernard Dable: 810704/07969 207227
Kimbolton Flower Club......................................................Carol Grundy: 01832 710339
Perry Photographic Club……………………………………….Adrian Arnett:07788 409301
Rotary Club: Kimbolton Castle......................................................Phil Howard: 861201

CHILDREN’S CLUBS/SCHOOLS
Gt. Staughton Brownies/Rainbow Guides/Guides.: Go to:
enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk and register your interest.
Gt. Staughton Primary Academy...................................Head Teacher’s.Office: 860324
Gt Staughton Youth Club……………………………………………...gsyc2014@gmail.com
Kimbolton Beavers, Cubs and Scouts…………………...1stkimboltonscouts@gmail.com
Piglets Pre-School.........................................................Suzanne Worrall: 07759 382575
Great Staughton Family Playtime………………..manager@pigletspreschool.org.uk
Every Friday during term time 9-10.30am at St Andrews Church, Gt Staughton

SPORTS CLUBS
Badminton Club ……………………David Giddings: davidandsuegidd@btinternet.com
Kimbolton Cricket Club...........................................................Kevin Fisk: 07875 602919
Gt. Staughton Tennis Club Committee……………...………...Nicole & Phil Yates: 860616
Kym Valley Carpet Bowls..............................................................Doris Dainty: 812006
Email: dainty.doris@yahoo.co.uk
Grafham Water Sailing Club...........................................................Club Office: 810478
VILLAGE GROUPS/SERVICES
Grafham Wildlife Group.......................................Sam Malt: Day:810844 / Eve: 811654
The Highway Community Car Scheme ..........................07786 520540 4-7pm weekdays
For all your transport needs, charged at 30 pence per mile
Parent Teacher Association (PTA).................... ...................Dawn Auton: 07985 925761
Patient Participation Group Gt St).............................Melanie Dingemans: 01480 860770
Email: greatstaughton@nhs.net
Village Hall …………………………..................Vicky Goldsmith: 860005 / 07739 469243
Pavilion …………………………………………………………..Giles Brittain: 07740 647322
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USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS: Telephone Prefix 01480 unless otherwise shown
POLICE NON-EMERGENCY 101
POLICE EMERGENCY 999;
Crime Watch Management 456 111. VICTIM SUPPORT: www.victimsupport.org.uk :
An independent charity helps victims and witnesses of crime confidentially & free.
Support services: 0845 389 9523 To volunteer: ring 01480 4553000
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
PERRY : Sue Astle 811121, Jason Harper 07779 123125
Gt. Staughton Surgery: 860 770
Buckden Surgery: 810 216
NHS NON-EMERGENCY: 111

Kimbolton Surgery: 860 205
HINCHINGBROOKE HOSPITAL: 416 416
PALS: [Patient Advice & Liaison Service]:
0800 279 2535

AGE UK CAMBRIDGESHIRE offer a range of information and services on matters of
concern to older people and their carers e.g. issues on benefits, home care, aids and adaptations,
safeguarding and going into a care home. Also practical help: home help, visiting schemes, day
centres and warden schemes. The advocacy service can offer
support to represent the interests of those over 65 years, & help to obtain the services they
need.
We are available 9am - 3pm Monday to ‘Friday on 0300 666 9860
CONSUMER DIRECT : www.consumerdirect.gov.uk - Practical help and advice for consumers
with queries/problems with goods/services. Telephone : 08454 04 05 06 - Charge 4p pm.
Minicom users: 08451 28 13 84: Mon to Fri - 8.00 am to 6.30 pm. Sat. 9.00 am to 1.00 pm
CAMBRIDGESHIRE HEARING HELP: Charity to assist people with hearing loss.
Tel: 01223 416141 / www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk
We hold drop-in Hearing Help sessions for basic maintenance of NHS hearing aids, cleaning and re-tubing of
hearing aids, supplying free replacement batteries and offer free advice. No appointment is necessary.

The Surgery, 57 The Highway, Great Staughton, PE19 5DY.
Every 3 months: June 5, September 4, December 4 2019 - 2.00pm – 4.00pm.
DISABILITY CAMBRIDGESHIRE. www.disabilitycambridgeshire.org.uk
Adviceline: 01223 569 600—charity for disabled/older people and carers in Cambridgeshire.
Provides free, confidential and impartial information and advice on disability and access issues.
Email: info@disability-cambridgeshire.org.uk
THE LIBRARY AT HOME SERVICE : (formerly THE DOORSTEP SERVICE )
FREE home delivery service for people who can no longer get to a library. Call 0345 045 5225
HIGHWAYMAN CAR SCHEME: Ring: 07786 520 540.
For residents of Gt Staughton, Hail Weston, Kimbolton, Perry and surrounding area.
Volunteer drivers provide transport for social and medical purposes. Can undertake journeys to
visit friends and family in hospital and outpatient appointments.
[Supported by Cambs CC (Transport Services) and Care Network]
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