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This magazine is produced by volunteers.
Running costs are met by donations from
organisations, generous readers and
advertising revenue. The Management
and Editorial Committee do not
necessarily agree with, or support, the
views expressed in this magazine.

The “Life” Team
Editors:
Rob Young Tel: 01480 860799
Shaun Prince Tel: 07563 441261

Editors’ Email addresses:
Rob: rj.young@live.co.uk
Shaun: lifemagazine@outlook.com
Chairperson: Nicole Yates: 01480 860616
Treasurer: Helen Glanville: 07745 920214
Email: steveandhelen@hotmail.co.uk
Correspondence to Editors:
Rob Young: 2 Manor Close, Gt Staughton
St Neots,PE19 5DU
Shaun Prince: Unit 1, Tythe Farm,
Staploe Road, Wyboston, MK44 3AT
Treasurer:
Helen Glanville: 2 Causeway Close, Gt
Staughton PE19 5BG
Delivery team co-ordinators:
Steve Bennett (Gt St.) Tel: 01480 861626
29 Beachampstead Rd
John & Diana Hickling (Perry) Tel: 01480
810225 - 38 West Perry
Contributions for every edition must
reach the Editors by the 15th of the
previous month, e.g 15th February for
March issue UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED

Handwritten/typed contributions are
acceptable but emails are preferred (see
above). Please send content to BOTH
editors.
Contact either editor to seek
advice on the suitability of your
input.
ADVERTISING
Email either Editor for advertising
enquiries/ quotes
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
between 9.30am—5.30pm
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Future events

Unfortunately events scheduled for December have had to
be cancelled. But do let us know about any planned events
for later in the year.
Stay Safe!

Mobile Library Dates 2021 - every fourth Wednesday of the month
23rd Dec, 27th Jan, 24th Feb, 24th Mar, 28th Apr, 26th May, 23rd Jun, 28th July, 25th
Aug, 22nd Sep, 27th Oct, 24th Nov, 22nd Dec
Great Staughton Parish Council Meetings 2021:
To be confirmed

GREAT STAUGHTON PAVILION : Ideal for children's parties, small committee meetings etc. Use of

kitchen facilities. Direct access on to playing field in summer. Children’s parties/meetings: £15
for a 3 hour session. Sports’ use - cricket club & football club - £26 per session.
For information and booking, contact Giles Brittain –07740 647322
GREAT STAUGHTON VILLAGE HALL : Need a venue for that special event:- parties, weddings,
bring & buy sales? Modest rates, good facilities, easy parking.
For details, ring Vicky Goldsmith : 07739 469243/01480 860005
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Hello everyone
As ever, it feels strange sitting here in mid-November
wishing you a Merry Christmas, but nevertheless Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
This edition was put together while in the middle of Lockdown V2, the
end is hopefully in sight and we can only hope the threat has come down
enough for us all to visit family and have a merry old Christmas.
A smaller than average edition this month, but size isn't everything. It’s
still full of exciting and vibrant content as always so get stuck in!
Remember that content for the January edition needs to be with us
earlier than normal, we are asking all content to be sent before 9th
December 2020.

Enough waffle from me, have fun and see you all in the new year.
This issue was edited by Shaun
Great Staughton Parish Councillors
Robert Jewell (Chairman)….07812725680

Perry Parish Councillors
Nigel Noon (Chairman)..................810368

Nicole Yates (Vice Chair).………...860616

Sheila Brighton (Vice Chair)……...819242

Helen Glanville…………..…07745 920214

Emma Prew...................................700952

Lorraine Goody………..…...07855 826096

Jason Harper………………07779 123125

James Duberly………………01480 860305

Mark Fowler………………………..819312

Andrea Gilbert………..…….07818 453263

Kay Darby (Clerk)…...….…07899 000026

Giles Brittain……….……….07740 647322

Clerk Email:

Will Mumford……….……...07741 645345

clerk@perryparishcouncil.org.uk

David Moore...................................861195
Jo Russel (Clerk)……….......07887481954
Email: GtStaughtonParishClerk@outlook.com

Minutes of meetings plus other useful
information can be found on the
village website:

greatstaughtonpc.org.uk

Minutes of meetings can be found on
the village website:
www.perryparishcouncil.org.uk
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Small and medium sized businesses
are invited to book a fully funded
energy efficiency audit to help save
money on their business energy bills.
The audits will look at current energy
usage, which is a very real and rising
cost within businesses, and make
recommendations for how to cut this
usage. Just 30 free audits are
available on a first come-first served
basis, and visits need to be undertaken
by the end of February 2020. The free
audits have been made possible
through funding from the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF).
Businesses can sign up at
www.beecp.org/sign-up or call 01733
882549 to check eligibility and for
further information

Monthly Coffee
Mornings
Great Staughton Village
Hall 10:30 - midday
Sadly, because of the current
health crisis and to comply with
Church of England directives,
we are obliged to suspend the
monthly Tuesday coffee
mornings for now.
We shall miss seeing all our
friends but it is important that
we all stay safe and well, and
play our part in not spreading
the virus. As soon as we can
resume our meetings safely, we
shall let you know!!

Did you know Great Staughton
has a defibrillator?

Treasurers Corner
Hello,
No Pots this month but such a great
total last month so please keep
adding to them so 2021 can start
with a big one!

Thank you! Stay safe.

Helen

It’s outside the village hall entrance.
There is a towel to dry your patient and a
razor to shave where the contact pads
go.
It is alarmed which you need to ignore
when you open it in an emergency.
There is no code, it's always open (most
have a code which you register with 999
so they can give it to a caller).
If in doubt, use it, it tells you exactly
what to do, very clearly, it won’t deliver a
shock if one is not required.
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St Andrew's
Church

GREAT
STAUGHTON
TENNIS CLUB
We have been very pleased to see
so many people enjoying playing
tennis over the last few months and
we have been happy to facilitate
this without charge, particularly
whilst the Coronavirus has limited
us all being able to live our “normal”
lives.
However, maintenance of the courts
does not of course come for free
and as such, we feel that now is the
time to reintroduce membership
fees to allow the Club to gain funds
to carry out future maintenance and
repairs as and when needed. Please
be assured, that we are by no
means seeking to make a profit nor
place use of the tennis courts
beyond anyone’s financial reach.
The annual membership fee for a
junior member (under 16s) is £5, an
adult member is £10 and a family
membership (for up to six members)
is £25.
Anyone interested in joining the
Club, please email our Chair, Nicole
Yates at nicolehyates@aol.com and
an Application Form can be sent to
you, together with payment details.
We look forward to hearing from
you!

100 Club Draw

October 2020
Prize

No

Name

£50

21

Mrs A M Hamilton

£25

5

Roger Brightman

£15

29

Mr & Mrs D Carter

£10

73

Mr & Mrs D Clarke

Congratulations to all the
winners!
COMPUTING
PROBLEMS?
Bytes Café is open
10am to 12-30pm on Mondays and
Fridays in the Small Hall behind the
Mandeville Hall,
Kimbolton.
Our volunteers can help with your
computing problems from the
simplest to the more challenging.
We also print colour and black and
white, enlarge A4 to A3 and laminate
documents or posters at a
reasonable price.
Drop by, have a coffee or tea, and
see what is available.
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Kym Valley Carpet
Bowls Club
Gt Staughton Village Hall

We have enjoyed an excellent two
months of bowls in September and
October. Who knows whether we will
get any more games in before
Christmas? Fingers crossed.
Anthony Withers

Chairman, KVCBC

01480 861224
aw.staughton@gmail.com

Perry Coffee Morning
We meet in the Harbour
View Restaurant at
10am every Tuesday
for tea, coffee, soft drinks
and good chat.
We also play Bingo and have a raffle
and usually finish around midday.
We have cars available if walking is
too much We would love to see more
people come. Call Marjorie Smith
on 01480 812243 or 07753 426
823 for more details.
Meetings are on hold at the moment
but we will keep you updated.
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If you need help, just ask
To all our village residents, the Great
Staughton & Perry Community
Support Group is still here to help if
you’re isolating. We have an army of
volunteers who are prepared to:
•
Pick up shopping / medication
•
Have a chat or play online
Word games
•
Cook a meal for you / provide
a frozen meal
•
Respond to other needs and
concerns you may have

Great Staughton Primary
Contacts
Margaret – 01480 860963
Nicki – 01480 869485
Lorraine – 07855 826096
Elizabeth Ann – 07741 830102
Mandy – 07974 377681
Perry Primary Contacts
Jon – 01480 700810
Kerry – 07901 078361

Email:
staughton.perry@outlook.com
Helen – me@helencritchell.co.uk

We are here to help
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GREAT
STAUGHTON
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY

I

t’s been a busy morning for worm
rescue. I must have picked up
twenty or more specimens of
different sizes in various positions;
some valiantly wriggling along the
road, others being swept down
rivulets of rain water, still others
floating in puddles. Apparently worms
can survive for weeks in water - an
essential attribute for living in British
mud. Whether I’m helping or
hindering is hard to know. I suspect
that the touch of my skin is not good.
It certainly robs the poor worm of
slime which is quite hard to wash off.
But I can’t bear the thought of them
being squashed by a passing car or
stranded to dry out on the road
surface so I continue to be a well
meaning, interfering human.
Being an ageing human, my memory
is pretty poor - particularly for names.
But I had no difficulty remembering
the name Crusoe Red Pro. It was the
label on dumpy bags of seed on fields
by Moor Road in October. When I
was in my late teens my family moved
to the village of Upper Largo in Fife a pretty village on the Firth of Forth.
The next village - Lower Largo was
the birth place in 1676 of Alexander
Selkirk whose troubled youth was
documented in the Parish records.
Selkirk made his living at sea and
became famous for having been
marooned on a desert island where
he managed to survive for a number
of years. His story inspired Daniel
Defoe to write his novel - Robinson
Crusoe - and a statue
commemorating Selkirk/Crusoe has

attracted tourists to Lower Largo for
many years as has the Crusoe Hotel
on the pier nearby.
I’ve spent many an hour in the
Crusoe, was married in the church in
Upper Largo, as was my sister.
Anyway when I googled Crusoe Red
Pro and discovered that it was a
winter wheat variety I noticed an
advert for T Denne & Sons from
Ashford in Kent. Chris Denne, of that
company, was best man at my
sister’s wedding! Coincidence is
spooky is it not.
A good friend of mine has a sister
who has lived for many years with
her Glaswegian husband in
Gloucestershire. They recently
relocated to Scotland. Guess where
they bought a house - yes - Lower
Largo! The house next door to where
my brother had lived for some years.
The winter wheat has germinated
well it seems and most of the local
fields are green. One could be
confused as to the season were it not
for the colour of the surrounding
trees. Most of the leaves have come
down but my acer is still covered with
a wonderful kaleidoscope of autumn
shades.
There are still isolated flowers, a
rose, a scattering of cistus, wild
scabious, an oxeye daisy here and
there. They’re a poignant reminder
that summer has gone. But I like the
naked tree branches of winter, the
muted colours, the hint of spring in
the developing buds. We’re lucky to
have such defined seasons and the
reassurance that the cycle of life will
continue.

Happy gardening!
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Farm House Holidays - For Dogs
Prefer not to use
boarding
Kennels
Competitive rates
For a unique service

01480 860330
Or e-mail at

Do you have cats?
Would you like
someone to feed them
while you’re away?

Cambridgeshire ACRE
Community Oil Buying
Scheme
Want to save money on the cost of
your heating oil?
So do we!
Join our countrywide community oil
buying scheme and see how easy it is.
To join, visit:
www.cambsacre.org.uk/community-oil
-buying-scheme.php
Enquires:
Tel:01353 860850
Email: oil@cambsacre.org.uk

We’re a group of Staughton cat
owners who’ll come to your house
once a day while you’re away, feed
your cats, water your plants and put
out your bins. If you would like to
join us please email me at:
lupin15.08.70@gmail.com

Gill Broome
Sharnbrook Villager Minibus
provides a service every 3rd Monday
except bank holidays to Huntingdon
& St.Ives via Kimbolton (09:48),
Stonely (09:50), Gt Staughton (The
Snooty Tavern 09:53) & Perry (The
Wheatsheaf 09:56). Full details on
website
www.sharnbrookvillagerminibus.co.uk

Travel is free with bus pass.
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An update from the Chair of
Great Staughton Parish Council
on the Affordable Housing
Project.
The Planning process is now
underway. The application
reference is 20/01915/FUL. Full
details of the planning application
can be found through the
Staughton Parish Council website
http://greatstaughtonpc.org.uk/
and through the HDC planning
portal. https://
publicaccess.huntingdonshire.gov.
uk/online-applications/search.do
The planning process can take up
to 3 months and so is unlikely to
be complete before Christmas, but
it could be completed earlier if all
goes well.
The process of tendering the build
contracts has commenced. The
CLT are taking part in this process
and will endeavour to ensure any
disruption from building is kept to
a minimum by adding criteria to
the tender. Any thoughts,
comments residents may wish to
make please let me know. The
start on site is expected to occur
in March 2021 with the enabling
works. There will be some site
exploration works prior to this
date.

Any queries please contact me
Bob Jewell

gtstaughtonparishchair@outlook.com

Or 07812725680

Self-care tips for
stressful times
What is the easiest
self-care tip for stress relief?
Relaxation Breathing
e-mail for self-help handout.
contact:

Touch Point Therapy
Elizabeth Hughes

ITEC, MCThA, cert ECBS
07702 739968 or 01480 811369

info@massagehuntingdon.com
www.massagehuntingdon.com
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THE FOOT CLINIC

Gt Staughton Rainbows are
looking for new leaders
It is with sadness that our current leaders
announce that they will be leaving this
small but thriving unit in the not so
distant future, so we are now looking for
new volunteer leaders to replace them.
Our girls are enthusiastic and fun to be
with and make volunteering all the
worthwhile.
You do not have to have previously been
a member of Girlguiding and full training
and support is available.
If you are interested in finding out more
about becoming a volunteer leader then
go to:
https://go.girlguiding.org.uk/join-us/joinas-volunteer/
and fill in the online form. Once
completed, one of our local leaders will
contact you.

For a wide range of chiropody and
podiatry treatments of the highest
quality from a specialist with over 27
years of experience in both the NHS
and private practice.

Graeme A Paterson BSc
FCPod (S).
Podiatric Specialist

Health Professions Council
Registered.
For further information
or to arrange a consultation or home
visit please contact:
The Foot Clinic,
High Street, Southoe, St Neots,
Cambs. PE19 5YE.

Tel : 01480 811145.
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GREAT STAUGHTON
VILLAGE BOOK CLUB
Our October book, ‘Conclave’ by Robert
Harris, proved to be more interesting than
one could have imagined about life and
politics after the death of a Pope. One
hundred and eighteen cardinals from
across the world gather behind the locked
doors of the Sistine Chapel to cast their
votes. It falls to Cardinal Jacopo Lomeli to
manage the whole affair and hope that it is
the Holy Spirit that guides the vote and not
individuals’ political ambition or rivalries.
The details of what happens behind those
closed doors unfold slowly and we get a
glimpse of the cogs of bureaucracy as well
as the characters who have their eye on
the papal throne.
For those of us who had visited Rome and
spent time looking around the Vatican, the
descriptions brought back fond memories
(but not of the queues!) and helped us to
visualise the settings in the book. Against
this backdrop, we were introduced to
intrigue, doubt and political maneuvering,
never quite sure if there would be a
murder (or two) before the end. Needless
to say, we weren’t disappointed with the
result of the vote or the ending of book.
If you would like to join us (either on Zoom
or in person in 2021), please contact
Margaret Sare on 01480 860963
These are our books for 2021 if you want to
ask for one (or two or more) for Christmas
presents:
January ‘Redeeming Love’ by Francine
Rivers

February ‘Seven Deaths of Evelyn
Hardcastle’ by Stuart Turton
March ‘The Strange Adventures of H’ by
Sarah Burton
April ‘Machines like Me’ by Ian McEwan
May ‘A Thousand Ships’ by Natalie Haynes
June ‘A Gentleman in Moscow’ by Amor
Towles
July ‘The Day She Came Back’ by Amanda
Prowse
August ‘The Woman in the White Kimono’
by Ana Johns
September “The Dutch House’ by Ann
Patchett
October ‘The Silent Patient’ by Alex
Michaelides
November ‘Lincoln in the Bardo’ by George
Saunders
If you would like to join our discussions,
please contact
Margaret Sare on 01480 860963

Page 15
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF PERRY
PARISH COUNCIL
Remote Meeting via Zoom Held
on Wednesday 7th October 2020 at
7.30 pm
Present:
Councillor Sheila Brighton (SB)– Vice
Chair Councillor; Jason Harper (JH)
Councillor Emma Prew (EP); Councillor
Eleanor Abbs (EA)
Kay Darby (KD) Clerk
County Councillor:
District Councillor: Darren Tysoe
Members of the public: One
The meeting was opened by the Vice
Chair, Sheila Brighton at 7.30 p.m.
Apologies for Absence: Nigel Noon,
Mark Fowler, Ian Gardener.
SB informed the meeting that Mark Fowler
had tendered his resignation from the
Parish Council and thanked him for his
work and service of the past few years.
Members Declaration of Interest on
Agenda Items: None
County/District Councillor Update: IG
sent his report for the meeting and this
was circulated to all Councillors and is
attached to these Minutes.

DT updated the meeting regarding the
District Council’s launch of the new national Test & Trace support payment
scheme, enabling residents to apply for a
£500 support payment to help with financial pressures if they are required to be off
work to isolate for 14 days. He also informed the meeting of the free CambWiFi
going live in Huntingdonshire Market
Towns. This is to help residents keep connected and bolster local businesses
through the dark days of Covid. Instructions of how to are attached to these
Minutes.
EP noted the problems with the car parks
in St. Neots with people being unaware of
who owns which car parks. She suggest-

ed that signs be placed in the HDC Car
parks informing members of the public
that it was owned by them and giving contact details.
Public Forum on Agenda items: none
To Approve the Minutes of the Meeting
held on Wednesday 2nd September
2020
The Minutes were proposed for approval
by EA and seconded by JH
Matters Arising (not covered by Agenda Items): None
LHI Bid
This was sent on 23rd September and
receipt has been acknowledged. The LHI
Panel Meeting is expected to be held in
February 2021 when a decision will be
made.
Police Update: No update
Parish/Village Matters:
· Perry in Bloom: one more voucher has
been claimed
· Potential Sale of Perry Water Tower
Site: No update
· Parking: A query had been raised as to
whether it was legal to put up ‘No Parking
Signs’. Highways were contacted and
responded that ‘The Parish Council can
erect ‘no parking’ signs on parish land
without permission’
Some of the ‘No Parking’ signs we have
need attention as the covering of the word
‘closed’ has come off. EP to remedy this.
Anglian Water will not offer the residents
in the Village reduced price car park season tickets as they ‘believe that a season
ticket already represents great value and
is very competitively priced, and don’t feel
any need to reduce this further’
· Speeding in the Village: SB suggested
pursuing the idea of a zebra crossing on
the main road and it was agreed to look at
this next year in connection with an LHI
bid. Investigation to continue regarding
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the painting of lines, or rumble strips on
the road before the village and also reducing speed signs before the 30 mph limit.
EP informed the meeting that the cycle
path in Chichester Way needs attention
as the red covering is wearing through in
places. Highways to be contacted re repainting.
· Garage Sales: Postponed
· Playground4Perry: JH informed the
meeting that the working group have identified 10 parcels of land in the village that
could be suitable for a playground. We
are now identifying the owners of the land
and once we have established an approximate cost for equipment along with possible funding sources we will start approaching land owners to gauge their interest in our project.
· Work Parties: No update
· Overhanging trees and vegetation on
footpaths: Some hedges have been cut
back but a letter should now be sent to
one resident asking them to cut back their
hedge within the next 28 days. EP informed the meeting that the footpath between Armstrong Close and Whitehall
Way has issues with tree roots damaging
the tarmac. Highways to be notified
Community Heat Scheme EP informed
the meeting that the application for the
grant for the feasibility study has been
sent in and a response should be received end October beginning November.
In the interim a company has been chosen to carry out the work but the terms
and conditions are still being fine tuned so
that they will be ready to go if the grant is
received. The Facebook page has been
set up and is ready to go. EP to contact
resident who is wishing to join a working
group.
Briefing Papers JH proposed that for
projects/outlays that the Parish Council
considers over an agreed budge that a
briefing paper should be written for them.

These papers would give information on
actions and finance to ensure transparency. JH to provide a template for this briefing paper, a blank and the one used for
the Playground4Perry work. To be discussed at next meeting
Frequency of Meetings It was agreed to
trial having 8 meetings next year. Should
any urgent business come to the Parish
Council outside of these meetings an
Extraordinary Meeting will be called.
Meetings will be held initially February,
March, April May, July September November and December. Proposed EP
Seconded JH
Clerk’s Report No response from Anglian Water re the parking sign in Valley
Road. On enquiring if Anglian Water
Rangers would be placing parking leaflets
on cars in the Village, Angela Tarry responded ‘I can certainly get the rangers
to distribute these. They may place them
on local residents cars as they will not
know who’s car is who’s but I’m sure if a
local receives a leaflet they hopefully
won’t be offended’.
Lists of local Accountants had been circulated JH and KD to telephone those offices that are close to Perry to enquire if
they audit Parish Councils.
The Survey has been completed for the
continuation of the Dog Control PSPO for
a further three years.
Social Media. Clerk to set up WhatsApp
group for JH,EA and KD for quick communication regarding notices to be put on
social media. Notices should be short and
initial notification of Parish Council Meetings and current Scams will be put on
Facebook and Nextdoor, both with links
to the Parish Council website for further
information.
Correspondence Received Request
from HearCibo pop up bistro to park in
the village perhaps once a month. Clerk
to contact and discuss times and possibility of three month trial.
The annual IMB Report on HMP Littlehey
had been received and the updated Exit/
Release policy is to be requested from
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the Governor.
Finance and Legal Matters:
To agree payments for sanction:
Plant Voucher No 7
15.00
Grass Cutting No 8
£200.00
Clerk’s salary
£437.35
Handyman’s salary
£111.72
Hanydman’s gloves
5.04
HMRC tax
73.00

Precept for next year is now to be decided. To be discussed at next meeting.
£

Meetings Attended: EP to ongoing Community Heat scheme meetings
Planning Applications: 13 Buckden
Court, 9 Armstrong Close – No objections
to either.

£
£

Proposed JH Seconded: EA
NN obtained quote for ‘No Parking’ sign of
£30.00 - 3 to be ordered.
Proposed EP Seconded SB

An updated payscales document amending the previous document has been received from NALC and it was agreed to
adopt this latest version. Proposed: SB
Seconded: EP
A new printer is needed and after investigation by JH is was agreed to purchase
an HP LaserJet Pro M283FDW. Proposed: JH Seconded EA

Neighbourhood Watch: No update
Village Plan: no update
Matters for the next meeting, to be held
at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 4th November.
Zoom Meeting. Precept for 2021/2022,
Briefing Papers
The meeting closed at 21.09.
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Commemorative Plaque
Great Staughton Parish Council
has commissioned a plaque to
be placed on the wall of the
pavilion in the playing field to
commemorate those lost in the
2 world wars. It will contain
the names of those with a
connection to the Parish who
died in the 2 world wars. The
plaque will compliment the
existing plaque placed in 1956
which dedicated the field as a
memorial to those lost in the
wars. This is a particularly
appropriate year as it is the
75th anniversary of the end of
the second world war.
The plaque will be formally
commissioned at a short
ceremony on Sunday 13th
December at 2.30pm. The vicar
will bless the plaque and say a
prayer for the fallen. Everyone
especially any relatives are very
welcome to join us at that time
(subject to Covid restrictions
appertaining at that time).
Clearly it will be outside but
we would ask people to
observe social distancing. If
you have any queries please
contact me.
Bob Jewell

New Year's Day Walk
Last year's walk was a bit of a
miscalculation on my part. There
was a terrific turnout of 17 people
on a reasonably pleasant day. The
miscalculation was in not
appreciating the amount of mud we
would encounter and the resultant
much slower pace. A walk that
would normally have taken 2 hours
took 3.
So this year, if the Politburo in
London allow such gatherings, the
walk will be shorter and will take
more account of the mud.
Meet at the sundial at 11 am.
Anthony Withers (861224)

A Note From the Editors
If you’re sending content to be
published, please email it to both
editors to ensure it will be included
in future issues. Send all content to
both

lifemagazine@outlook.com
&

rj.young@live.co.uk
And if you’re placing a small ‘For
Sale’ ad in the magazine, do let both
of us know when the items have
been sold, so the ad can be
removed for the next magazine.

Thanks,
Shaun & Rob
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A book about Staughton
December 2020
Last month I asked for information
about some of the volunteers from
Staughton who failed to return from the
trenches. I am hopeful that eventually
some photos or mementoes of these
men will turn up. Meanwhile, thanks to
the investigative prowess of Margaret
Emeleus, I now have information about
two other volunteers from Staughton.
Lance-Corporal Frederick James Cox,
Service Number 8335, 2nd Battalion
Bedfordshire Regiment, was killed on 28
April 1915, in the battle of Hill 60 (17
April – 7 May 1915). The cause of death
was a gunshot wound to the abdomen
and he died at No 8 Casualty Clearing
Station. Lance-Corporal Cox was the son
of Mr and Mrs James Cox, of the
Highway, Great Staughton.
Margaret gave me a photocopy of the
Hunts and Beds Times dated 14 May
1915 giving details of the life of LanceCorporal Cox. He had served nine years
in the Bedfordshire Regiment and was
preparing to return to civilian life when
he was recalled to the colours. He had
already bought the clothes and other
necessities he would need on his return
to civvy street. In his army career, LanceCorporal Cox had seen service in in
India and Aden and had been awarded
stripes for good conduct. He had an
excellent service record. He was well
known in Great Staughton and very
popular. He wrote to his parents
regularly from the front and never
complained about the terrible conditions

in the trenches, mentioning only that he
had been in some 'extremely warm
corners,' and 'had many a rough time.'
He was promoted to Lance-Corporal
during his time in France. On 14 May,
the date when the paper reporting his
death appeared, Lance-Corporal Cox
would have celebrated his 29th birthday.
Lance-Corporal Cox is commemorated
at BAILLEUL COMMUNAL
CEMETERY EXTENSION, NORD
(grave reference I. E. 194), ten miles
south-west of Ypres.
Private Frank H. Ekins, Service Number:
203684, 1st/5th Battalion Gloucester
Regiment, killed 5 April 1917, aged
twenty. His army record, given in the
Commonwealth War Graves
Commission database, reveals that
Private Ekins served in a number of
regiments which was a regular
occurrence as troops were moved from
regiment to regiment to replace troops
killed. Private Ekins is commemorated at
the Unicorn Cemetery, Vendhuile (grave
reference I. F. 22).

Private Ekins was born in 1897 and was
the step-nephew of Lance Corporal
Frederick James Cox. His mother,
Frances Ann Ekins, was a domestic
servant. The records make no mention
of Private Ekins' father. The Cox and
Ekins family lived together on the
Highway, Great Staughton. Frank Ekins
and Frederick Cox were agricultural
labourers.
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whether a heat network is suitable
for our villages. Much of the technical
work will happen behind the scenes,
but we also want to get a steer from
you on how this project should be
developed.

G0 Heating – Awarded a £38,603
grant!
The G0 Heating project has just
been awarded a £38,603 grant from
the Rural Community Energy Fund.
The project, launched over the summer, is a combined initiative of
Grafham, Great Staughton and Perry
Parish Councils to realise a district
heating project for our villages.
The grant is supported by the UK
Government to encourage rural communities currently reliant on oil (like
ours), to find sustainable heating alternatives suitable for all households.
This project will protect our community from the unpredictable future of
oil and carbon taxes, supporting families, households, and our village’s
future. To find out more, come to our
next public meeting!
The grant funding has enabled the
appointment of an expert engineering and heat network consultancy,
and community engagement consultant to work with the Parish Councils
to produce a feasibility study for the
project. The study will focus on three
key aspects of the project, (1) the
technology (2) the business case,
and (3) the community benefit, to test

We plan to hold real or virtual public
meetings subject to the relevant regulations, to explain more about district heating and to provide findings
from the feasibility study. Alongside
these meetings, we will also send out
surveys, to learn more about your
heating requirements and what our
priorities for this community project
should be.
To make sure you hear about
these meetings and receive the
surveys, please join our project
mailing list by emailing info@g0grafham.co.uk.
G0 Heating – The Big Questions
December 2020
What is district heating?
District heating comprises an energy
centre and underground pipe network, which delivers heat to every
connected home. This type of infrastructure is commonly used in Europe.
What problem does district heating solve?
Oil and oil boilers aren’t going
to be around forever! The
UK Government is supporting the move away from gas
and oil to renewable alternatives, some UK boiler manufacturers have stopped making oil boilers completely!
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Reduce our carbon footprint.
District heating uses renewable energy sources, so no
fossil fuels are used. Burning
fossil fuels has a devastating
impact on climate change,
local air quality and health.
It has the power to make your
energy supply local. Depending on the business
model to be used for the project, a local renewable energy centre could support revenue of the local authority,
community, residents, and
local companies.
It is accessible to everyone…
If you have £10-£15,000
available, you could look at
installing your own renewable heating solution. The
problem is, very few people
have this amount of money
available. District heating
looks to be financially accessible to every household.
Why should I get involved?
This is a community project; it won’t
happen without you! This is an ambitious project and it will likely take a
couple of years to make happen.
Along the way we will need information on your heating system, your
feedback and opinions on the project, to inform the design and prove
to funders that we are worth investing in!
Join our mailing list:
info@g0grafham.co.uk
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G.B. BUILDERS
BRICKWORK - PLASTERING - DRIVEWAYS - PATHS - PATIOS SLABBING - CONCRETING - BLOCKPAVING - FENCING - PLUMBING CARPENTRY - ROOFING - TILING - DRAINAGE - GUTTERING RIDE ON LAWN MOWER GRASS CUTTING

Call today - 078777 42420 or 01480 437511
g.bbuilders@yahoo.co.uk or g.bgrasscutters@yahoo.com
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S ORT
Y OUR
S …TUFF

Hate admin?
Have no time?
Worried about a
mother/father/
grandparent and
their affairs?

Let me help! I will sort post, write
cheques, arrange insurance, fill out
forms, deal with utility companies, etc
– anything that is required. I also
make tea and always have chocolate
biscuits! Experienced administrator
and book-keeper ready to pop round
and get you sorted
Also available to sort filing, bags of
receipts, piles of paper and occasional
book keeping services.

Based in Great Staughton. Active
member of the community as
Treasurer of the Village Hall and Life
magazine. DBS checked.
Please contact me to have a chat –
helenglanville2@gmail.com

Mobile Post Office in
Great Staughton
The Post Office offers a
mobile Post Office service
situated at Brook Farm car park (the
former Blades car park) on The Highway
in Great Staughton. The times will be:
Mondays 14:30-15:30
Wednesdays 11:15-12:15

Most Post Office services will be offered
including banking for all of the major
banks. Passports, driving licences and
vehicle tax will not be available.
The van has wheelchair access.

Hays Travel
Lisa Drake
I am a PERSONAL TRAVEL
CONSULTANT based in Cage
Lane, Great Staughton
Working for ABTA’s largest
Independent Travel Agency
I cater for all aspects of travel
including:
Package Holidays, Ski, Caribbean,
CruiseTailor-made Holidays, UK
Breaks, Flights and Accommodation
Holidays Extras: Car Hire, Car Parking
You name it, I can do it at a
competitive price.
Telephone Lisa on:
861852 or E-mail:
lisa.drake@haystravel.co.uk

The White Hart
56 The Highway,
Gt. Staughton
PE19 5DA

Tel: 01480 861131

Good home-made,
honest pub food now
being served
Thursday: 12pm - 2pm. 6:30pm - 9pm
Friday: 12pm - 2pm. 6:30pm - 9pm
Saturday: 12 noon - 9pm
Sunday: 12 noon - 3pm

‘We look forward to welcoming
you soon.’

Hugh & Mary
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The Eaton’s

 Internal painting & decorating
 External painting & staining
 Gutter cleans, repairs &





replacement
Supply & fit UPVC fascias & soffits
Fence repairs & replacement
Patios, paths & driveways
General property maintenance

Public Liability Insured
Buy with Confidence Scheme
Trading Standard Approved
Criminal Record Bureau checked
Telephone: 01480 406130
Mobile: 07718 957281

FAIR
FABRICS ANd
interiors
MOBILE
SHOWROOM TO YOUR DOOr A local company

www.fairfabrics.com
An extensive selection of fabrics
- all leading manufacturers +
smaller design houses
Wallpapers, Curtain Poles,
Blinds, Lighting and Sofas
LARGE FABRIC SAMPLES
CURTAIN MAKE-UP AND
UPHOLSTERY SERVICE
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL for help
and advice

EMMA LEWSLEY
01480 890026 07939 150217
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THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST ANDREW
GREAT STAUGHTON AND PERRY
Rector: Revd Nicki Bland - Tel: 869485

St Andrew’s Vicarage, The Causeway, Great Staughton

Sound
& Loop

CHURCH WARDENS: Mr Bryan Kitchen
Mrs Janet Perrett, 38, Beachampstead Road, Gt. St. 860703

Dear Friends,
Whatever happens this Advent and Christmas the
message of Christmas is still the same . Jesus
Christ , the Son of God , was born on earth and
lived among us.
As Christmas is going to be different this year, I
thought it would be a good idea to look at some
of the history of Christmas as Christmas Day has
certainly had many ups and downs over the
years.
Mary and Joseph made a journey to Bethlehem
to comply with Roman rule and register in the
census, but nobody wrote down the date of
Jesus’ birth, so we don’t actually know when it
was.
To begin with, during the first 300 years after
Jesus died little groups of believers worshipped
independently and under threat of persecution,
but also in that time the Christian Church was
established with a Pope in Rome. Festivals were
celebrated but each group celebrated them at
different times.
Pope Julius 1 (337-352) then decided that
everyone should use the same calendar and
celebrate the festivals together.
After much research into the Gospels and other
Christian writings for the date of the Nativity,
nothing was found. As there had been a pagan
mid-winter festival for centuries and the
Roman’s sun god’s birthday was on December
25th, it was decided to celebrate the Nativity on
the same day and a decree went out from Pope
Julius and Christmas day was fixed.
After King Charlemagne was crowned King of
England on December 25th 800A.D. Christmas
became more important and the other festivals
less so.
The traditional pagan customs were transferred
to Christianity and December 26th until January
6th became the 12 days of Christmas.
In medieval times noblemen opened up their
castles and manor houses and hosted large
Christmas parties. These got so large that
Cromwell disapproved and banned Christmas.

Churches were locked, people had to work,
shops stayed open and soldiers patrolled the
streets to make sure all orders were obeyed. This
of course hurt the poor the most because there
was no more free food, warmth and
entertainment.
100 years later Christmas was upset again
because the government decided to adopt the
Gregorian calendar to come into line with other
European countries and passed a law to that
effect. In 1752, September 2nd became
September 14th.
When Christmas came some wanted to celebrate
it on the old date and to keep the peace some
Churches celebrated Christmas twice , on the
new date , the 25th December and again on the
old date which was now January 6th .
Today the Greek Orthodox Church still uses the
Julian Calendar and celebrates Christmas on
January 6th.
This just shows that what we believe has always
happened has , too, been subject to all sorts of
changes.
We will celebrate Christmas, hopefully both on
Zoom, in Church and outside. The rota being
published is what we hope to happen if no more
restrictions are put into place, but obviously it is
not set in stone.
Christmas is coming, enjoy decorating your
houses, opening your Advent calendars,
spending time with those you are allowed to
spend time with and don’t forget there are carol
services, Christingle services and Christmas
services to which you will all be welcome, they
may just be different.

With love and prayers, wishing
you all a Merry Christmas

Revd Nicki Bland

Mobile: 07805078992
Parish email: revlesnicki@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICES
Services for December 2020

- Subject to change!
Zoom ID 712447549
Password 022067

Zoom
On Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays- 8.30 am
Morning Prayer 5.30 p.m. Evening Prayer but not December 1st to December 11th
Sun 6th 8.00am-BCP Holy Communion
9.00 am -Parish Communion led by Great Staughton
Sun 13th 9.00 am – Parish Communion led by Hail Weston
6.00pm - Carol Service of readings and carols
Sun 20th 9.00am -Parish Communion led by Great Staughton
Christmas Eve 24th 11.30pm Midnight Mass
Sun 27th 9.00 am -Parish Communion led by Little Staughton
Great Staughton St. Andrew’s
Sun 13th 10.30 am Parish Communion
Christmas Eve 24th 3.30 pm Christingle Service Outside
Friday 25th 10.30am All Age Christmas Day Communion Service
Little Staughton All Saints
Sun 20th 10.30 am Christmas Communion
Christmas Eve 24th 2.00 pm Family Christmas Service
Hail Weston St. Nicolas
Wed 2nd `10.00 am – Morning Prayer
Sun 6th 10.30 am -Patronal Parish Communion
Sun 20th 3.00 pm -Creative Communion
Christmas Eve 24th 5.00 pm Christingle Service Outside
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Perry Baptist Church
Secretary Tony Whitlock 01480 810906
Minister: Rev Jon Magee 01480 700810
Services at Perry Baptist have been suspended until further
notice. There are services online on our website and Facebook
page.
Website www.perrybaptist.org.uk

My dear friends,

H

e is coming, are we ready? When we
know visitors are on the way we may
want to prepare for the visit and carry
out all the tasks we know will make the visitor
feel comfortable. The month of December is
often seen as such a time in the Christian
calendar, a time that is known as “Advent”,
which means coming. However, this is not
just the visit of anyone, but a time in which
we remember the coming of Jesus, ultimately
we remember the birth of Jesus on
CHRISTmas day. It is the coming of someone
special, the Son of God.
The bible says “For to us a child is born, to us
a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.“ (Isaiah
chapter 9 verse 6)
During these strange times we have
experienced in this year of 2020 I have often
heard people saying “Christmas is cancelled
this year!” Due to the restrictions Christmas it
is not possible. I understand where folks are
coming from, it cannot be in the context of
what many envisage Christmas to be. Yet the
bible still speaks of hope that can be for every
generation, including ours, and the real
message of Christmas can still be ours
especially at this time. It was a dark time at
the first Christmas this world has ever known.
It was dark as cruelty was experienced to its
highest level. It was dark as everyone had to
respond to the government rules and leave
home for the census. It was dark for Joseph
and Mary as they knocked on the doors of so
many closed buildings. That may sound
familiar to us in the year 2020, but at such a
time as this Jesus comes to bring us the

message of hope and love. Are we ready for
the visit of Jesus in our lives? In these times of
so much despair let us trust the one who has
the answers to our every need.
If you feel comfortable to come and mix you
will be welome to join with us during Advent,
and any season, each Sunday at 10.30am, and
on CHRISTmas day to celebrate the
Christmas that has not been cancelled.
Christmas day service will be held at 10am at
the Perry church.
The government guidelines at the moment do
require us all to have some form of masks and
would
ask you to take this into account. We are
aware that some may not feel comfortable in
returning yet
so we will also continue to provide online
services on facebook and youtube. For those
with the
internet facility check the church out at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCxdghslFLULGCblekWCQ4pg You are all
welcome to
join us at any time through these means if you
are not able to attend the building.
As the Perry Village Pastor I am available for
you all. Please call me or email
perrybaptistpastor@gmail.com
Love and blessings and a Happy Christmas
from the Perry Village Pastor

Love and Blessings,

Jon Magee
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Clubs & Activities :

Telephone Prefix: 01480

Great Staughton W.I....................................................................Margaret Sare: 860963
Perry WI: ..............................................................................................Liz Dive: 811636
West Hunts Friendship Club..............................................Vikki Morgan: 07561 108267
(Mondays 10:00am - 3:00pm Gt. Staughton Village Hall)
Phil Yates: 860616
St. Andrew’s Church Bell Ringers (Mondays 7.30)………………….David Cope: 869322
Perry Friendship Circle.................................................... …… .Cilla Whitlock: 810906
Great Staughton Book Club.........................................................Margaret Sare: 860963
Horticultural Society...................................................... ...............Mike Keeble: 860855

Email: m.keeble855@btinternet.com

Lions Club (Hunts Grafham Water Branch)...........Bernard Dable: 810704/07969 207227
Kimbolton Flower Club......................................................Carol Grundy: 01832 710339
Perry Photographic Club……………………………………….Adrian Arnett:07788 409301
Rotary Club: Kimbolton Castle......................................................Phil Howard: 861201
CHILDREN’S CLUBS/SCHOOLS
Gt. Staughton Brownies/Rainbow Guides/Guides.: Go to:
enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk and register your interest.
Gt. Staughton Primary Academy...................................Head Teacher’s.Office: 860324
Gt Staughton Youth Club……………………………………………...gsyc2014@gmail.com
Kimbolton Beavers, Cubs and Scouts…………………...1stkimboltonscouts@gmail.com
Piglets Pre-School.........................................................Suzanne Worrall: 07759 382575
Great Staughton Family Playtime………………..manager@pigletspreschool.org.uk
Every Friday during term time 9-10.30am at St Andrews Church, Gt Staughton

SPORTS CLUBS
Great Staughton Badminton Club …………………………David Giddings: 07926 135455
Kimbolton Cricket Club...........................................................Kevin Fisk: 07875 602919
Gt. Staughton Tennis Club Committee……………...………...Nicole & Phil Yates: 860616
Kym Valley Carpet Bowls..............................................................Doris Dainty: 812006
Email: dainty.doris@yahoo.co.uk
Grafham Water Sailing Club...........................................................Club Office: 810478
VILLAGE GROUPS/SERVICES
Grafham Wildlife Group.......................................Sam Malt: Day:810844 / Eve: 811654
The Highway Community Car Scheme ..........................07786 520540 4-7pm weekdays
For all your transport needs, charged at 30 pence per mile
Parent Teacher Association (PTA).................... ...................Dawn Auton: 07985 925761
Patient Participation Group Gt St).............................Melanie Dingemans: 01480 860770
Email: greatstaughton@nhs.net
Village Hall …………………………..................Vicky Goldsmith: 860005 / 07739 469243
Pavilion …………………………………………………………..Giles Brittain: 07740 647322
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USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS: Telephone Prefix 01480 unless otherwise shown
POLICE NON-EMERGENCY 101
POLICE EMERGENCY 999;
Crime Watch Management 456 111. VICTIM SUPPORT: www.victimsupport.org.uk :
An independent charity helps victims and witnesses of crime confidentially & free.
Support services: 0845 389 9523 To volunteer: ring 01480 4553000
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
PERRY : Sue Astle 811121, Jason Harper 07779 123125
Gt. Staughton Surgery: 860 770
Buckden Surgery: 810 216
NHS NON-EMERGENCY: 111

Kimbolton Surgery: 860 205
HINCHINGBROOKE HOSPITAL: 416 416
PALS: [Patient Advice & Liaison Service]:
0800 279 2535

AGE UK CAMBRIDGESHIRE offer a range of information and services on matters of
concern to older people and their carers e.g. issues on benefits, home care, aids and adaptations,
safeguarding and going into a care home. Also practical help: home help, visiting schemes, day
centres and warden schemes. The advocacy service can offer
support to represent the interests of those over 65 years, & help to obtain the services they
need.
We are available 9am - 3pm Monday to ‘Friday on 0300 666 9860
CONSUMER DIRECT : www.consumerdirect.gov.uk - Practical help and advice for consumers
with queries/problems with goods/services. Telephone : 08454 04 05 06 - Charge 4p pm.
Minicom users: 08451 28 13 84: Mon to Fri - 8.00 am to 6.30 pm. Sat. 9.00 am to 1.00 pm
CAMBRIDGESHIRE HEARING HELP: Charity to assist people with hearing loss.
Tel: 01223 416141 / www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk
We hold drop-in Hearing Help sessions for basic maintenance of NHS hearing aids, cleaning and re-tubing of
hearing aids, supplying free replacement batteries and offer free advice. No appointment is necessary.

The Surgery, 57 The Highway, Great Staughton, PE19 5DY.
Every 3 months: June 5, September 4, December 4 2019 - 2.00pm – 4.00pm.
DISABILITY CAMBRIDGESHIRE. www.disabilitycambridgeshire.org.uk
Adviceline: 01223 569 600—charity for disabled/older people and carers in Cambridgeshire.
Provides free, confidential and impartial information and advice on disability and access issues.
Email: info@disability-cambridgeshire.org.uk
THE LIBRARY AT HOME SERVICE : (formerly THE DOORSTEP SERVICE )
FREE home delivery service for people who can no longer get to a library. Call 0345 045 5225
HIGHWAYMAN CAR SCHEME: Ring: 07786 520 540.
For residents of Gt Staughton, Hail Weston, Kimbolton, Perry and surrounding area.
Volunteer drivers provide transport for social and medical purposes. Can undertake journeys to
visit friends and family in hospital and outpatient appointments.
[Supported by Cambs CC (Transport Services) and Care Network]
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