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This magazine is produced by volunteers.
Running costs are met by donations from
organisations, generous readers and
advertising revenue. The Management and
Editorial Committee do not necessarily agree
with, or support, the views
expressed in this magazine.

Rob: rj.young@live.co.uk
Shaun: lifemagazine@outlook.com
Delivery team co-ordinators:
Valerie Downs (Perry) Tel: 01480 812829
1 Blythe Green
Steve Bennett (Gt St.) Tel: 01480 861626
29 Beachampstead Rd
Contributions for every edition must
reach the Editors by the 15th of the
previous month, e.g 15th February for
March issue UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED

Handwritten/typed contributions are
acceptable but emails are preferred (see
above). Please send content to BOTH
editors.
Contact either editor to seek
advice on the suitability of your
input.
ADVERTISING
Email either Editor for advertising
enquiries/ quotes
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
between 9.30am—5.30pm
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FEBRUARY
Friday 1st : Gt Staughton Meadows Walk…………..……………Page 10
Saturday 16th : An Evening With Christine Walkden……………Page 22
Saturday 23rd : Great Staughton Litter pick…………………..….Page 12
LOOKING AHEAD
Saturday August 24th :

Great Staughton Horticultural Show

Mobile Library Dates 2019 - every fourth Wednesday of the month
27th Feb, 27th Mar, 24th April, 22nd May, 26th Jun, 24th Jul, 28th Aug, 25th Sept, 23rd
Oct, 27th Nov
Great Staughton Parish Council Meetings 2019:
21 March, Parish Assembly 2 May, AGM 16 May,
4 July, 19 September, 21 November.
Perry Parish Council Meetings 2019:
TBC
GREAT STAUGHTON PAVILION : Ideal for children's parties, small committee meetings etc. Use of

kitchen facilities. Direct access on to playing field in summer. Children’s parties/meetings: £15
for a 3 hour session. Sports’ use - cricket club & football club - £26 per session.
For information and booking, contact Bob Jewell - 01480GREAT STAUGHTON VILLAGE HALL : Need a venue for that special event:- parties, weddings,
bring & buy sales? Modest rates, good facilities, easy parking.
For details, ring Vicky Goldsmith : 07739 469243/01480 860005
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Hello readers,
A Happy New Year to you all (seems strange saying it in February
I know).
A smaller than normal edition this month, but still full of exciting
content. Our AGM meeting minutes can be found within this edition, we are so
grateful to all who support the magazine, advertise within it or send in content. We
are always looks to expand the magazine, so please don’t forget to send in any clubs
or activities throughout the villages for a mention : )
This edition Pet of the Month is Jasper the Hungarian Rescue doga resident of Gt
Staughton. Jasper was rescued through the Hungary Hearts program in November 17
and judging by his outstanding dress sense I feel he is well looked after now.
I think that’s more than enough waffle from me this month, enjoy the cold spell which
is due to arrive soon and I will see you all in April : )

This issue was edited by Shaun

Great Staughton Parish Councillors

Perry Parish Councillors

Robert Jewell (Chairman)………..861259

Nigel Noon (Chairman)..................810368

Nicole Yates (Vice Chair)………...860616

Sheila Brighton (Vice Chair)……...819242

Helen Glanville……………07745 920214

David Prew....................................700952

Lorraine Goody……………07855 826096

Emma Prew...................................700952

Andrea Gilbert…………….07818 453263

Jason Harper………………07779 123125

Janet Bowen.................................860472

Martin Wilson………………………810978

David Moore.................................861195

Mark Fowler………………………..819312

Jo Russel (Clerk)…………...........860247

Clerk Email:

Email: GtStaughtonParishClerk@outlook.com

clerk@perryparishcouncil.org.uk

Minutes of meetings can be found on
the village website:
www.greatstaughton.com

Minutes of meetings can be found on
the village website:
www.perryparishcouncil.org.uk
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Quiz at The White Hart
YOUR MOBILE
LIBRARY
The Mobile Library (route H24)
comes to the villages every fourth
Wednesday of the month. The next
visit of the Mobile Library will be:

27th February
Telephone 0845 045 5225 for
more information of visit
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library
for details of all the Mobile
Library routes as well as some
useful information. See full list of
dates on page 4.

The quiz will be on the first
Tuesday in February. This is the
12th February at The White Hart
7 30pm.
Hugh and Mary make you most
welcome and we are very grateful
they provide food on the night,
and drink vouchers for the
winners.
The proceeds will go to the Great
Staughton Youth Club. Come
along and join in an evening of
fun. A guest quizmaster to add to
the fun.
Teams of up to 4 - £1 per person
to enter.

Did you know Great Staughton
has a defibrillator?
It’s outside the village hall entrance.
There is a towel to dry your patient and a
razor to shave where the contact pads
go.
It is alarmed which you need to ignore
when you open it in an emergency.
There is no code, it's always open (most
have a code which you register with 999
so they can give it to a caller).
If in doubt, use it, it tells you exactly
what to do, very clearly, it won’t deliver a
shock if one is not required.
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West Hunts Friendship
Club
The Perry Speed watch Team are
appealing for volunteers to assist
with the Speed watch initiative in
and around the village.
If you are able to commit some
time and are prepared to work in
a small team committed to
improving road safety, please
contact the speed watch
Co-ordinator
Martin Wilson

100 Club winners for
January 2018

Number
Name
Prize
33……..….Lesley Hynes………...£50
8…..Wendy & Dennis Clarke…£25
23…………...Gill Broom……..…..£15
28…….Olive & Paddy Hynes...£10
Congratulations to all the
winners!

martin.wilson@perryparishcouncil.org.uk

Full training will be given.

CASH
PAID FOR TOOLS
Treasurers Corner

Have you any old tools which
you would like clearing?

Hello,

A lovely donation from Perry WI
this month. We are so lucky to
have such a variety of clubs and
societies in our villages. So,
support them and they support us!

Helen

Call Phil Wheatcroft on
07806 897416
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GREAT STAUGHTON
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY
It is strange writing in
advance for a publication date especially
when there are momentous events due in
the interim. 15th January is the big Brexit
vote - sorry to mention it - and you’ll know
what happened by the time you read this.
How magazine writers cope with writing
for the future on a regular basis is a
mystery to me. I guess they just deal with
neutral subjects like horticulture!
Today I attended the first in a series of
lectures by Andrew Sankey on Plant
Hunters. Andrew was one of our autumn
talk speakers at the Horticultural Society a
few years ago. Some of the things he was
saying today amazed me. His first
observation was to praise the UK’s
moderate climate which allows a huge
variety of plants to thrive. He compared
Cambridgeshire to Minnesota in the USA both at similar latitude - in fact Cambridge
is further north but vastly different in
climate. In Minnesota the harshness of
the winter and its abrupt arrival makes it
virtually impossible for most garden plants
to survive from one year to the next
without extreme protection. Winter lasts
for seven months!
It’s the Gulf Stream that keeps us
relatively ice free. Andrew showed us a
doctored picture of the Houses of
Parliament encased in ice and snow which
could become the norm in the future if
global warming causes the changes to
deep ocean currents which are projected
by some. So let’s enjoy our damp, mild,
overcast climate while we still have it!
Britain has a relatively small number of
native plants which have been added to
over the centuries by Crusaders, invaders,
monks, traders and eventually plant
hunters.

Relatively recent excavations of Roman
villas have revealed stores of seeds

which indicate that many plants, for
example lavender, were introduced at
the time of the Roman occupation but
didn’t survive because they were not
looked after properly. Lavender was
re-introduced in the 12th century.
Other introductions like nettle and
ground elder naturalised and have
been hard to contain ever since.
A short quiz in which we were asked
to identify which plants were native
and which were introduced proved to
be really tricky. Apparently cowslips,
aquilegia (some colours), foxglove,
verbascum, primrose and pulsatilla
are native while winter aconite,
delphinium, hollyhock, lilac and
buddleia were all introduced. Who’d
have thought it?
As for today’s garden, snowdrops are
already out and bulb foliage is
pushing through all over the place.
Camellia buds are swelling. Spring is
around the corner although winter
hasn’t arrived yet.

ITEMS FOR SALE
Samsung 55” full HD Smart TV
Model No.UE55D8000
One brand new Sky + HD box
One used Sky+ HD box

One used Sky remote control
Please ring me on 01480
860762 or email
roger4321@yahoo.co.uk
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Can you spare a few hours a
month?
Would you like to give something back to
your community and make a difference
to people's lives?
We are looking for enthusiastic
volunteers to join a team supporting the
West Hunts Friendship Group held at a
Great Staughton Village Hall on a
Monday, either monthly or fortnightly.
You'll get the opportunity to befriend our
lovely members, & get involved in
preparing lunch & joining in activities.
We'd love to meet you!
Please contact Annabelle on
07527 741495 or Phil on 07801798611
for more
details.

Mobile Post Office in
Great Staughton
The Post Office offers a
mobile Post Office service
situated at Brook Farm car park (the
former Blades car park) on The Highway
in Great Staughton. The times will be:
Mondays 14:30-15:30
Wednesdays 10:30-12:30
Most Post Office services will be offered
including banking for all of the major
banks. Passports, driving licences and
vehicle tax will not be available.
The van has wheelchair access.

KIMBOLTON
COMMUNITY
CINEMA
Friday 15th February
At Mandeville Hall
Film: 7 for 7-30pm

MAMMA MIA: HERE WE
GO AGAIN (PG)
“A jukebox musical romantic comedy film”
Five years after the events of Mamma Mia
(2008), Sophie prepares for the grand
reopening of the Hotel Bella Donna as she
learns more about her mother’s past.

Tickets: 16 and under £2, over 60’s £3,
Adults £4 from Olivers, Swan
Pharmacy, Bytes Café in Kimbolton or
email
jrstratford@hotmail.com.
Bar, ice cream, and free popcorn.

KIMBOLTON

FLOWER CLUB
Our meeting in February
2019 will be a flower
arranging demonstration by
JOANNA POULTER with
the title ALL SHAPES AND SIZES.
This will be held in the Mandeville Hall,
Kimbolton at 7 pm for 7.30 pm on
Tuesday 19th.
There will be light refreshments and a raffle
of the arrangements and a sales table.
All welcome: admission for visitors £7. 50p
members £2.
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HEALTH WALKS IN GREAT
STAUGHTON AND PERRY
We are pleased to be offering new
Health Walks in Great Staughton, in
addition to those already running
successfully in Perry and Kimbolton
as part of the St Neots and
Huntingdon area programmes. Come
and join us. No special equipment
required; all you need is comfortable
sturdy footwear, warm clothing and a
weatherproof jacket.
Each circular walk is designed to take
approximately 60 minutes and is led
by two trained volunteer leaders.
Start and finish points are usually
close to car parks and refreshments
for that important after-walk cuppa.
Make a note of these forthcoming
walks in your area:

Date
Fri 1 Feb

Time
2 pm

The Health Walk Scheme is well
established across the whole of
Huntingdonshire. Its aim is to
encourage people of all ages and
abilities to participate in year-round
regular activity that will help improve
physical and social well-being. Most
walks are dog-friendly. Under-16s
must be accompanied by an adult.
The cost of running and developing
the subsidised scheme is helped by
voluntary contributions, gratefully
received.
For more information, contact:
Danielle Sancaster 01480 387047
activelifestyles@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
or look online at
www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/
healthwalks or ask your walk leader for
a current walks schedule leaflet which
covers the whole district.

Name of Walk

Start/finish point

Gt. Staughton
Meadows

Village Hall Car Park, Gt.
Staughton
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GREAT STAUGHTON PARISH
COUNCIL
There have been a number of comments
made recently about parking on the
Highway in the vicinity of the Doctors,
Lauras Close and Mays Hairdressers. Many
residents will have seen the cones placed in
this area. This was a Police response to
complaints by residents of illegal parking in
this area.
It is important everyone is aware it is illegal
to park on either side of the road where
there is a solid white line in the middle of
the road. This applies to the whole stretch
of the Highway to the bend (and beyond)
from where the solid white line commences
in the middle of the road. Full details can be
found in the Highway Code.
The reason for making this post at this time
is to make people aware that the Police
have stated they will be enforcing this
regulation. It is a Road traffic offence and
carries a penalty of 3 points on the licence
and £120 fine.

Guitarist
Wanted!
Versatile Guitarist wanted to
help me kick-start a local
function band.

We have a free practice room,
competent rhythm section, and
an excellent singer, contacts for
work and we don't take
ourselves too
seriously!

For a chat ring
Ric on 01480
811505
(answerphone)

Bob Jewell
Chair Great Staughton Parish Council

Monthly Coffee
Mornings
Great Staughton Village Hall
10:30 - midday
Every second Tuesday of the
month. The next one will be on
Tuesday 12th February.
We look forward to seeing you
there!

Do you have cats?
Would you like
someone to feed them
while you’re away?
We’re a group of Staughton cat
owners who’ll come to your house
once a day while you’re away, feed
your cats, water your plants and put
out your bins. If you would like to
join us please email me at:
lupin15.08.70@gmail.com
Gill Broome
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Why massage is good for
seniors
Massage helps to: release tense,
tight muscles; release stiff, achy
joints,
and promote circulation.
Why wait?
You can turn the clock back!
Call today!

Touch Point Therapy
Elizabeth Hughes
ITEC, MCThA, cert ECBS
07702 739968 or 01480 811369
All sessions are given in the comfort of your
own home.

info@massagehuntingdon.com

www.massagehuntingdon.com

Great Staughton 2019
Litterpick Saturday 23 February
We meet at 9am at the
Village Hall carpark where
all necessary equipment is
handed out. We then divide into small
groups before dispersing to various litter
hotspots, mainly along the verges that
line the roads into the village, and spend
a not entirely enjoyable few hours
picking up after other less public-spirited
folk.
The good news is that there is a great
feeling of camaraderie amongst those of
us that have donned the very fetching
high-vis jackets (‘elf and safety!) and it is
truly astonishing how many bags of
rubbish are collected. The even better
news is that we reconvene at The Snooty
Tavern later in the evening for drinks and
hot soup.
The turnout of volunteers each year so
far has been excellent so please do come
along and muck in – the more the
merrier. The more people helping, the
quicker the job gets done.
I look forward to seeing as many of you
there as possible, for as long or as little
as you can.
Please feel free to contact me should you
have any queries.

Nicole Yates
nicolehyates@aol.com
01480 860616
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Councillor Surgeries
Meet your County or
District Councillor
Each month 30 minutes
before the Perry Parish Council
Meeting

Ian Gardner

Darren Tysoe

Dates
1900hrs - Wednesday 6th February Grafham Water Centre
1900hrs - Thursday 7th March - Grafham
Water Centre
1900hrs - Wednesday 3rd April – PCC
Annual Assembly – Perry Baptist Church
1900hrs - Wednesday 1st May – PCC Annual Meeting – Perry Baptist Church
1900hrs - Thursday 6th June - Grafham
Water Centre
1900hrs - Wednesday 3rd July – Perry
Baptist Church
1900hrs - Wednesday 7th August Grafham Water Centre
1900hrs - Thursday 5th September – Perry Baptist Church

Need HELP Sorting
Your Stuff?!
I enjoy helping people and creating
order from chaos! Sorting out piles of
paperwork my speciality!
A personal, friendly and experienced
admin provider assisting individuals
and local businesses sort their paper
piles. Either one offs or as a regular
service. As a book keeper I can also
help with accounts.
Why not email or call for a chat?
Helenglanville2@gmail.com
Phone : 07745920214
Based in Great Staughton
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Gt Staughton Women’s Institute
Programme of Events 2018
WE meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each month, in the Village Hall at
7.30pm
We are a friendly group and everyone is welcome. First visit is free. We shall have a

full programme of 2019 events in the next issue.

Date

Event

Speaker

Wax Art

Anthea Moore

Behind Closed Doors

Hazel

Galapagos Islands

Chris Hall

Teenage Fostering

Lynn Dixon

June 11

Lung Functioning

Melanie Bryce

July 9th

Reuben

August 13th

History of the Royal Oak, Hail /
Weston
Informal Dinner

September 10th

Harvest Supper and Quiz

October 8th

Talk on Meats

February 12

th

March 12th
th

April 9

May 14th
th

th

AGM and Christmas Craft

th

Christmas Meal

November 12
December 10

Geoff Gilbert
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Perry Women’s Institute
Perry WI is open to all women aged 18+, so come along and meet
everyone in a friendly, relaxed atmosphere. We meet on the 2nd
Monday of each month at 7:30pm.
£41 for a year’s membership
First meeting is free for newcomers to “try before you buy”. If you join part way
through a year fees are £30.75 for April to Dec, £20.50 for July to Dec and £10.25 for
Oct to Dec. We shall have a full programme of 2019 events in the next issue.
2019 DATES

EVENT

SPEAKER

VENUE

14 Jan 7.30pm

Talk on Recycling - HDC

Heidi Field

Perry Church

11th Feb 7.30

Medical Detection dogs

Melinda Betsworth

Perry Church

11 March 7.30

Demo – Spring flower arrangement

Lyn Whittington

Grafham Water
Sailing Club

8 April 7.30

‘Dashing Away with the Smoothing Iron’

Helen Green

Perry Church

13 May 7.30

Yoga Workshop

Linda Tongue

Grafham Water
Sailing Club

10 June 7.30

Bees and Bee - Keeping

Sue Jakeman

Perry Church

8 July 7.30

Children’s author

Jenny Landor

Grafham Water
Sailing Club

12 August 7.30

No formal meeting – informal
ramble followed by drinks at The
Wheatsheaf

9 September 7.30

‘Reasons to be Cheerful’

John Hitchin

Grafham Water
Sailing Club

14 October 7.30

Games Evening with a Personal
Trainer

Julia Dive

Grafham Water
Sailing Club

11 November 7.30

AGM

Comm ittee

Grafham Water
Sailing Club

9 Dec 7pm

Christmas Dinner

Grafham Water
Sailing Club
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Perry W.I.
Our shiny, new President, Liz Dive,
welcomed us all to the first WI of
2019. We’ve got a really varied
and interesting programme
planned for the year ahead. First
things first, we sorted out this
year’s tea rota as the first item on
the evening’s agenda. Thanks to
all those members who have
volunteered to take a turn
brewing up for everyone (feel free
to insert your own Mrs. Overall
joke here).
January’s speaker was Heidi Field,
along with the Assistant Waste
Minimisation Officer Kathryn
Cobb. They shared their
knowledge about recycling with
us, and all the different materials
that HDC can collect from our
homes. They were bombarded
with questions from WI “bin
nerds” from the outset.
Here are some of the fascinating
facts we discovered during the
evening:

56% of the waste that HDC
collects from our homes is
diverted from landfill and
recycled

Everything is recycled in the
UK – apart from the
cardboard

If you have a huge
cardboard box you want to
recycle, just flatten it and
leave it with your blue bin (it
doesn’t have to be inside,
wedged tight, never to
budge again)

Yes, they can recycle those
black plastic trays that you
get with ready meals!







Yes, they can recycle
Christmas cards, even if they
have glitter!
Yes, teabags and coffee bags
can go in the green bin
(despite their coating)
No, don’t put corn starch bags
or compostable bags in the
green bin (it’s composted
faster by HDC than the rate at
which these bags will
decompose)
No, as suspected, they can’t
recycle Pringles tubes (mixed
materials make it impossible)

Their talk showed us how much we
should be trying to influence
manufacturers and retailers to
change their packaging, if it isn’t
capable of being recycled at the
existing UK plants.
Finally, a quick reminder that the
membership fee for 2019 is £42 for
the full year’s programme. If you
haven’t already paid, (your absentminded writer smiles sheepishly at
this point), please bring your
payment to the February meeting.

Our next meeting is on February
11th at 7.30pm in the Perry Baptist
Church where there’ll be a medical
detection dog in attendance (no, I
don’t have any idea either).
Come along to find out more,
visitors are always welcome.
Contact details for Perry WI are on
the back page of this “Life”
magazine.
Fay Wheatcroft
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Part of the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire Registered Charity No 1000412

A Butterfly’s Eye View of Conservation
The Huntingdonshire Local Group of the Wildlife Trust invites you to this talk on Wednesday 13th
February. As usual this will be held at Brampton Memorial Hall, Thrapston Road, Brampton, PE28
4TB, starting at 7.30pm.
Our speaker will be Dr. Ed Turner, who holds several academic posts at the University of Cambridge.
Ed has been involved with the Wildlife Trust since 2006 when he worked as Ecology Groups Officer
on a project studying Duke of Burgundy Butterflies. Since then his research has concentrated on the
impacts of deforestation and palm oil expansion in Southeast Asia. Ed has also been a Trustee for
the Wildlife Trust since 2015. Tonight’s talk will centre on these beautiful butterflies and the impact
of conservation on their success in the UK.
Anyone who is interested is most welcome to attend. Booking is not necessary. The entrance
charge is £2.50 (accompanied children free). For more information please contact Tim on 01480
457795.

HIGHWAYMAN Community
Car Scheme needs drivers
To help us provide transport for people who are unable to use conventional
public transport or to make essential journeys by any other means.
You would use your own car and receive a mileage allowance for expenses
incurred. Additional insurance cover is provided.
Do you like helping people? Do you have a few hours to spare? Do you hold
a clean driving licence? Then you could be just who we are looking for!
How it works:
The coordinator phones around to see if any drivers are free for calls that have come in.
Calls are booked in advance normally giving at least 3 to 5 days notice.
You are under no obligation to take the drive that you are phoned about.
If you can help us provide this valuable service to local people please call
Jacky on 07786 520540
Highwayman Community Car Scheme supported and advised by Cambridgeshire County Council and
Care Network Cambridgeshire

Page 18

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR VOLUNTEER DELIVERERS
Dear all,
Thank you for your ongoing support in delivering Life Magazine each month.
Our current distribution list is a little out-of-date and is missing one or two
pieces of information. I would like to bring the list up to date and make sure we
have contact details recorded so that deliveries can be covered in the event of
holidays or illness etc.
To that end, please could each of you kindly either send me an email, give me a
call or drop a note through my door with the following information:
1

Name

2

Address

3

Phone Number

4

Email address

5

Number of copies
delivered each
month
Which houses do
you deliver to

6

Once again, thank you for your efforts. After all, our wonderful magazine would
be useless if there was no-one to deliver it and people could not read it!
Best regards,
Nicole Yates
Life Magazine Chair
nicolehyates@aol.com
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Register your appliances
Cambridgeshire Fire & Rescue Service
is encouraging residents to register
their appliances for a safer 2019.
All you have to do is visit
registermyappliance.org.uk, and
register large appliances bought in
the last 12 years.
Registering appliances can instantly
improve safety in the home as it
ensures that householders can be
contacted swiftly if a safety repair is
ever needed or if an item is recalled
by the manufacturer.
With many households relying on
appliances every day to handle
essential chores, chill food and cook
for their families, this quick task can
give you peace of mind.
As an incentive to encourage owners
to register their appliances, many of
the leading brands on
registermyappliance.org.uk are
offering to enter registrants into free
draws for a range of desirable prizes.
Appliances being registered don’t
have to be in warranty, or brand new
to be applicable.

Get the call - become
an on-call firefighter
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue
Service is looking to recruit more oncall firefighters to help serve local

communities across the county.
CFRS is looking for men and women
from all backgrounds to become oncall firefighters and provide
emergency cover from either their
home or their workplace.
On-call firefighters are a vital part of
our Service and community. They
respond to a wide range of incidents,
from fighting fires, attending road
traffic collisions, animal rescues to
supporting other emergency services.
In addition to responding to
emergency incidents, our on-call
firefighters support their communities
by providing information and advice
on a range of community safety
topics.
They receive an annual wage to
reflect the time they commit to being
available plus additional payments for
attending incidents and drill nights
(one evening a week for two hours).
It’s a hugely rewarding role, and we
hope to encourage members of the
community from all backgrounds to
get in touch and find out more about
becoming an on-call firefighter.
To find out more about becoming an
on-call firefighter and to get in touch
with your local fire and rescue service
visit: www.oncallfire.uk.
To find your local station please visit
http://www.cambsfire.gov.uk/find-afire-station-393.aspx

Be sure to Follow us on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram. To find out if you
are eligible for a free home fire safety
check, call 0800 917 9994.

For more information log on to
www.cambsfire.gov.uk, or call 01480 444500.
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D.S.
Plumbing & Heating (Cambs) Ltd
For all your plumbing and heating needs in and around your home!
Gas boiler installations & servicing, Gas fire servicing,
New heating systems, Installation of cookers & gas hobs
Replacement radiators
All domestic plumbing from changing taps to leaking pipes
Shower and shower pumps repairs and installations
Trained in water regulations
GAS SAFE REGISTERED
Call Darren Sheppard
01480 353368 / 07843605896
dsplumbingandheating1@virginmedia.com
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Saturday 16th February 2019
St Andrews Church, Great
Staughton
An evening with…

Christine Walkden
Gardener, Horticulturist, Lecturer, Adviser, Broadcaster, Writer and Photographer

"Most Trusted Celebrity Gardener"
Fund raising evening for the Benefice of St Andrews,
St Nicolas & All Saints Churches
7pm for 7.30pm
Tickets £12.50 (including a glass of wine) available from;
Anne-Marie Hamilton – 01480 212772
Richard Winser – 07885 931100
Mary Deacon – 01480 812363
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A book about Staughton
The pre-history of the area which would eventually
become the village of Great Staughton is thin on the
ground, so to speak, but nonetheless archaeologists
have uncovered evidence of our pre-historic forbears
in the form of artefacts, principally tools and weapons,
which give us elusive clues of what our area looked
like some 10,000 years ago.
What is now Huntingdonshire was covered by a dense
forest, a source of food, fuel and shelter for our hunter
-gatherer ancestors. Agriculture had not been
introduced from the fertile crescent of Mesopotamia,
and besides the heavy clay soils of our area were
resistant to any primitive ploughing tools that these
peoples possessed. These tools were flints,
sharpened by a process known as chipping or
knapping and knives, borers, scrapers and flint arrow
heads have been discovered in the area.
One of the most interesting discoveries found on the
Highway in Great Staughton was an axe, made of
polished greenstone. The interest in this find was not
so much the tool itself but its origin. Greenstone is
found in mountainous areas and archaeologists
believe that this example came from the Langdale
Pikes area of the Lake District where a veritable axe
factory has been unearthed. These greenstone axes
were evidently highly prized for examples of them
have been found throughout the country indicating the
trading and communication links of these primitive
Britons.
Flint arrowheads, knives, scrapers and an adze have
been uncovered in the area.
From c. 2700 BC, until c. 800 BC (the boundaries of
the age are inexact), the Neolithic Age gradually gave
way to the Bronze Age. It was marked by the arrival of
a people whose origins are still the subject of much
discussion – the Beaker people, so named after their
distinctive pottery. It is now believed that they
originated in the Iberian Peninsula, although, although
forensic research has revealed that some of them
came from Switzerland. They swept through much of
southern and eastern England and evidence of their
presence has been found in our area.
The Beaker people brought with them the technique of
combining copper and small amount of tin at high
temperature to form bronze, thus giving the name to
an era.
Alongside this technological advance, agriculture
began to be widely adopted. The significance of these
two developments was twofold: more land could now
be brought into production, which in turn could create
the surpluses of crops and produce. These could be
stored for the future, used as barter, or sold. It was the
start of a trading economy.
With an increasingly settled population, another
striking cultural change occurred: the emergence of
ceremonial, perhaps religious practices, exemplified

by the building of elaborate funerary barrows, in which
cinerary urns (containing cremated ashes) were often
interred. Several round and bowl barrows, used for
burying the dead, have been discovered in Great
Staughton. It was the era when huge monumental
structures were being built at Avebury and
Stonehenge.
Ring ditches, all that now remains of the ditch that
was originally constructed to surround a round barrow,
have been discovered in the area. Perhaps more
interesting was evidence of the religious and burial
rituals of these peoples. Round barrows have been
found in Kimbolton, and a cinerary urn (to hold the
ashes of the cremated dead) was unearthed in St
Neots.
On Staughton Highway, two Bronze Age round
barrows have been excavated, and to the south of the
village, two bowl barrows which were evidently part of
a group of four, have been identified. It has been
suggested that the bowl barrows may have been part
of a much larger Bronze Age cemetery, linked to the
discovery of the round barrows discovered on the
Highway, a mile to the north east. The mounds did not
go to waste in medieval times, when one was the site
of a wind mill.
These barrows were used for individual burials,
especially in the case of high-status warriors or tribal
chieftains, or for group burials, and were almost
certainly a ceremonial and ritual focus for the
community. It is possible that the barrows found in
Staughton were the final resting place of some Bronze
Age chieftain.
As we approach more historical times, the Bronze Age
gave way to the Iron Age in around 500 BC, which
was fostered by yet another incursion of a race from
Europe, who were to have a decisive influence in the
history of the country for more than five hundred years
– the Celts. It is thanks to Roman historians such as
Tacitus and Dio Cassius, the geographer and traveller
Ptolemy and the soldier Julius Caesar that we know a
tremendous amount about the Celts, who proved such
doughty opponents of the Romans after the invasion
of the island by the emperor Claudius in 43 AD.
There is ample archaeological evidence for Celtic
settlement in our region. In Great Staughton, the site
of an Iron Age hut was discovered. An Iron Age coin
was retrieved in Dillington, and in St Neots. Elsewhere
in the area, Iron Age pottery has been found in Little
Paxton, Brampton, Alconbury Offord Cluny and St
Neots. Perry shows evidence of an Iron Age
rectilinear enclosure, and the nearby village of Hail
Weston has traces of an Iron Age settlement.
Perhaps the most celebrated of the Celtic warriors
was queen Boudicca, who laid waste Colchester, St
Albans and London in 61 AD.
Anthony Withers

aw.staughton@gmail.com
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Minutes of the meeting of members of the
Great Staughton Community Land Trust
(GTSCLT)
Held on: 9th December 2018 at 3pm
At: the Village Hall in Great Staughton
Apologies for absence: Janet Bowen, Elaine
Bell, Nigel Jenkins, Sir Hugh Duberly, Jo
Russel (Secretary)
Present:
Board members: Bob Jewell (Chair) (BJ),
Tracey Stokes (taking minutes), (TS) Frank
Backhouse (FB), Phil Yates, Audrey Newman,
Anthony Withers, Tim Spafford
Members: Pat Backhouse, Mick Ascher , Neil
Taylor, Anthony Houseago , Mervyn Young,
Ron Payne , Sue Cowley, Daniel Bream,
Charlotte Bayford, John Bashford, Tony
McClure, Steve Glanville, Helen Glanville,
Janet Perrett, Carol Mayes and Kevin Mayes.
Introduction and background
As the meeting was quorate, BJ welcomed
everyone to the meeting and thanked them for
coming.
He introduced himself as the chair of GTSCLT,
explained that there would be some formalities
to get through but that the meeting would be
informal and if anyone had any questions they
should ask them as we go along. He also
asked if the speaker could identify themselves
and if all could sign the attendance form.
BJ explained that if a vote is needed during the
meeting, it would be necessary to be a
member of GTSCLT to be able to vote (which
requires filling in a membership form, paying
£1 and being on the electoral roll for the parish
of Gt. Staughton). He stated that there are
currently about 80 members of GTSCLT, which
is about 10% of the population of Gt.
Staughton.
The rest of the board of GTSCLT who were
present also introduced themselves. BJ
explained which board members were unable
to attend the meeting and that the board can
comprise a maximum of 12 people. There is
currently a vacancy for 2 people on the board
and BJ asked if anyone present might wish to
join it. He explained that going forwards it is
intended that there will be about 4 meetings a
year, unless there are additional issues to
discuss.
BJ stated that the purpose of the meeting was
to update members on the progress of the
affordable housing project since the date of the
last meeting of members, as well as an
opportunity for the board to provide any further
information to members.
BJ then summarised how we had got to this

point – a field owned by the Gt. Staughton
Parish Charities (PC) north east of 29 The
Green, Gt. Staughton (the field) was identified
as a possible site for affordable housing
following a housing needs survey of the village
in 2013. The PC agreed that the field could be
used for this purpose and when
Huntingdonshire District Council (HDC) was
approached it agreed that the field could be
eligible as a rural exception site for planning
purposes for affordable housing. Luminus were
also approached as a possible local supplier of
affordable housing.
From the members of GTSCLT a board of 12
volunteers was formed, with Jo Russel, the
clerk to the Parish Council of Gt Staughton, as
the secretary. The board has met regularly
since March 2018 in order to drive matters
forward. GTCLT was incorporated and became
a legal entity on 9th August 2018 and so it can
now have its own bank account, enter into legal
documents and the like. GTSCLT has a set of
rules which it must comply with - these rules
state what the duties and responsibilities of the
members and the board are and how the
GTSCLT must be governed.
In addition, the field has now become
registered with the Land Registry (which was
required in order to be able to enter into any
legal agreements which relate to the affordable
housing scheme). The field was previously
rented out at a low level of rent (approximately
£250 a year), but is currently not let out.
Representatives of the board of GTSCLT have
met with HDC and Luminus on several
occasions.
Recently, Luminus carried out a new online
housing survey, in conjunction with
Cambridgeshire Acre, in order to double check
the likely current local need for and interest in
affordable housing in the village, partly
because HDC recognised that an update would
be helpful. As a result, 16 potential households
in Gt Staughton and Perry were identified as
being interested in the affordable housing
scheme, being a slightly larger number than in
2013 and which further validitates the need for
the scheme.
Allocations Policy
BJ explained that the rule of GTSCLT which
requires members of GTSCLT to be on the
electoral roll of the parish of Gt Staughton
helps to keep control of the affordable housing
scheme within the village and local area.
The Allocations Policy has been drafted for the
affordable housing scheme and this has been
distributed and made available to members and
via the Gt Staughton village website. A few
copies were also available at the meeting. This
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policy defines who is eligible for and how
people can obtain the affordable houses once
they have been built, so is an important
document. It will be incorporated into the legal
agreement with Luminus so that they are also
required to comply with it, ensuring that the
dwellings (some of which may be bungalows)
are made more available to our community.
The priority criteria in the policy are in this
order:
A.
a requirement for applicants to have a
housing need (clause 1.2.1 of the
policy), be on HDC’s housing register
(which anyone can join) and also be
unable to afford either open market
rent or to buy a property in Gt.
Staughton (which will be means
tested), then
B.
those who live in Gt. Staughton (which
is all defined) take priority, then
C.
those with a family association to the
village (also defined and which
includes the widest concept of family,
to include step, foster and adopted
children) take priority, then
D.
those who work in the village (defined
to require it to be for a certain amount
of time, so that it is a meaningful
connection).
After those overarching criteria, there are
secondary criteria which apply if there are not
enough people from Gt Staughton to fill the
houses, so that people from Perry can then
apply for the housing (the PC were originally
intended to cover Gt Staughton and Perry) and
the same categories A, B, C, D apply to people
from Perry.
If there are still not enough applicants for the
houses, then the same criteria and categories
apply to the surrounding villages and then
eventually to Buckden (as Buckden is a large
area in itself it could overwhelm the scheme if
Buckden were to be given a higher level of
priority).
If there are still not enough people to apply for
the houses (which is unlikely) then they would
be offered for the broader needs of
Huntingdonshire.
So under the policy, local geographical needs
take priority over general housing needs in the
wider local area. However, if an applicant had
these housing needs and were homeless, they
would take priority. In general, those with just a
low level of housing need on the HDC housing
register would have no chance of getting
housing from HDC but they still might be
eligible under our scheme if they fulfil the local
criteria.
Luminus will operate all of these criteria

independently of GTSCLT, unless applicants
with similar needs apply for the housing, in
which case Luminus will consult with the board
of GTSCLT so that the board can assist with
the prioritization of applications, as there may
be other relevant factors of which Luminus are
unaware. The board will also resolve any
appeals.
BJ explained that the wording of the Allocations
Policy was borrowed from the CLT set up for
an affordable housing scheme at Swaffham
Prior in Cambridgeshire, although amended for
our purposes. That village is of a similar size to
Gt. Staughton and as BJ met their chairman
recently he is aware that they are looking to
develop their use of their CLT further, perhaps
by making ground source heating and high
speed fibre broadband available to all residents
of their village. Therefore, the additional
benefit of having established a CLT for Gt
Staughton is that in time, we also might be able
to use it for other purposes which are beneficial
to our village.
BJ then asked the members if they would
please approve the Allocations Policy. The
consensus was that the policy was well written
and easy to understand and it was agreed.
Proposed Layout Plan for the housing
The proposed layout plan for the affordable
housing scheme (the plan) had already been
distributed to the members present.
BJ explained that there had been some
changes to the plan as a result of discussions
in board meetings and subsequent negotiations
with Luminus and HDC.
The current plan shows 13 properties on the
site (the most recent housing survey this year
having identified 16 potential households, but
not all of these can be guaranteed to have a
suitable housing need). This is an increase
from the 10 properties originally proposed,
partly as it was clear that by re-organising the
site layout it would be possible to increase the
number of properties which could be built on it
and partly because the most recent housing
survey identified a higher potential number of
households in need than the original 2013
survey. However, this density of housing is
lower than most developers might build on the
site.
Luminus no longer need to sell any of the
properties on the site as they now have
government funding to support the site,
whereas originally they believed that they
would need to sell two properties to fund the
construction of all of the properties. Therefore,
all of the properties will now be available for
occupation by local people, taking the actual
number of properties which will be available
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from 8 to 13. Luminus will also achieve more
rental income as there will be more properties
available to rent.
In addition, Luminus intends that at all of the
properties which can be rented on the site will
be at a social, not affordable rent. Social rent is
at 60% of market rent and affordable rent at
80% of it. The board is very pleased with this,
as it means that the scheme will be even more
affordable for local people. BJ was asked to
explain the concept of shared ownership,
which is intended for up to 3 or 4 properties in
the scheme (the number still under discussion
with Luminus).
BJ explained that for the rented properties,
they would be paid for by a weekly or monthly
rent and if the tenant proves to be a good
tenant (paying their rent, looking after their
property etc), then after a period of time
(probably 12 months) the tenancy would
become a long term statutory tenancy, which
could be indefinite whilst the tenant requires
the property.
However, in relation to properties which could
have shared ownership, the occupant may
acquire a part ownership share in the house,
probably from 25-50%, in order to get on the
housing ladder, paying the remaining 75-50%
of the usual rental cost as well. When they
decide to sell the property, the next owner can
buy into the same property.
The board is still in discussion with Luminus
about ‘staircasing’ issues, meaning the
maximum amount that could be purchased
(50/75%?) and whether Luminus could
subsequently re-offer the relevant property
back for sale starting at 25% (not 50/75%) after
any sale by a co-owner, whatever the
percentage of ownership at which the property
was previously sold (and not pocket the
difference itself). This issue has not yet been
resolved with Luminus and the board believe
that Luminus is concerned about setting a
precedent which is not currently in operation in
any other similar scheme. Luminus has told the
board that, in their experience, very few people
acquire 75% of their houses, so the maximum
shared ownership percentage may be 50% in
any event.
No ceiling on the value of the properties is
proposed – it would be the relevant market
value at the time, as in the future values may
be very different.
If there are no potential occupants who are
interested in shared ownership from time to
time, then all of the houses will be able to be
100% rented.
(Please note that subsequent to the meeting,
the shared ownership aspect is subject to

relevant legal advice as to how this could be
achieved given that the PC currently only
intends to offer a lease of the field to GTSCLT,
not the freehold, and the possible government
reform of long leases for property for sale and
whether affordable housing schemes will be
excluded).
The ratio of types of property (i.e. one, two or
three bedroom houses and bungalows and the
number of each) on the plan has been
determined by the housing needs surveys and
discussions with the board, Luminus and HDC.
Regarding the plan, the board is collectively
happy with the overall scheme, particularly as it
is not a dense development (probably less than
Beachampstead Road) and as there are now
potentially more houses for local people than
originally envisaged.
However, the scheme is still subject to
planning approval, although HDC have been
involved in all of the discussions to date and
have previously agreed that this site could be a
rural exception site, which is outside the village
boundaries, but only because it is for
affordable housing – this is why evidence of
needs from the housing surveys was required.
Planning permission would not currently be
granted for this site if it were for an ordinary
housing development.
Therefore, the whole ethos of the proposed
scheme is to make housing available to those
(including family members) who otherwise
couldn’t afford to remain in or come back to the
village or the other villages in the list of
priorities in the plan.
BJ asked the members to endorse the plan,
which they duly did.
Leases of the field
The PC have agreed to lease the field to
GTSCLT for 130 years and GTSCLT are then
proposing to let the field to Luminus for
125/130 years, less 1 day. Luminus are happy
to build the properties in the scheme on this
basis.
Both of these leases have been drafted and
some legal advice has been received about
them and more is yet to be obtained.
The PC have suggested that GTSCLT should
be charged £500 ground rent each year for the
first five years of the lease, so that GTSCLT
can build up some funds (in addition to any
other monies, such as from grants, which BJ
has already applied for) in order to be able to
administer itself in its infancy. From the sixth
year of the lease, the ground rent would be
£1000 a year, all ground rent to be subject to
indexation by the Consumer Prices Index (CPI)
– as this is the index to which Luminus is
subject.
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Luminus has proposed paying GTSCLT £2000
p.a. ground rent under their sublease.
The PC have recently been obtaining a rent of
£250 p.a. for the field, so this would represent
an increase in their income from the field.
As a charity, the PC also have to be able to
demonstrate that they maintain their charitable
purposes, otherwise they are not able to
continue to exist.
At present, the PC dispense money annually to
local applicants for educational purposes. This
affordable housing scheme will enable the PC
to distribute more money, as well as to
demonstrate additional charitable purpose, as a
result of the benefit afforded to the village(s),
by also providing the means to create the
affordable housing scheme.
As GTSCLT becomes established, its annual
running costs in relation to the scheme should
stabilize and probably reduce. Like the PC,
GTSCLT is also a not for profit organisation but
it can use its income more widely than the PC
(because its purposes are wider than the PC’s)
and over time, like Swaffham Prior, it may have
the resources to help to benefit the village in
other ways.
The meeting discussed the amount of ground
rent which Luminus could pay and whether it
should increase more over time. One reason
that the board is prepared to agree to ground
rent of £2000 p.a. plus CPI, and not more or
not much more over the duration of their lease,
is that Luminus is only proposing to charge the
tenants of the affordable housing rent, not
ground rent as well. It is also proposing to
maintain all of the communal areas, which
could be expensive – such as grass cutting and
tree maintenance. So there will be a point at
which the scheme is not financially viable for
Luminus going forwards if their ongoing costs
are too high – and Luminus is also a not for
profit organisation.
Next Steps
BJ explained that as well as finalising the terms
of the draft leases and subsequently getting
them legally executed, there are several other
matters to finalise, including:
•
the valuation of the field which the PC
is required to obtain under the Charities
Acts, which is currently in hand
•
an application by Luminus for planning
permission for the affordable housing
on the field, once they have an
executed lease (this permission will
take at least 3 or 4 month to obtain,
HDC having already agreed it in
principle)
•
Luminus will let the building contracts

(and has said that the board will have
some input into the building materials
to be used, which are intended will be
environmentally friendly where
possible)
•
Luminus is very committed to this
project and is about to have a
topographical survey done of the field,
for example for drainage purposes.
Although the board cannot predict when the
houses will actually be built, the whole project
is well under way and it is hoped that
construction will be able to be completed in
2019.
After a request by BJ, the members agreed that
the board could proceed to agree relevant
matters with the PC, Luminus, HDC and others
as needed.
The members requested that the window of
application for the properties is both welladvertised and long enough.
NOTE: BJ agreed that the board will ensure
that potential tenants will have plenty of
opportunity to apply for the housing and that it
will be widely advertised at the appropriate
times, including when construction begins,
although we cannot yet predict when the
advertising will start.
BJ reminded the members that potential
applicants will also have to go on to HDC’s
housing register, which includes an online
process.
New board members
BJ explained that two board members are
resigning.
Firstly, Sir Hugh Duberly, who was instrumental
at the commencement of the scheme but is no
longer eligible to be a member as he has
moved out of the village and will not be on the
electoral roll of the Parish going forwards.
Secondly, Janet Bowen is also resigning.
Therefore BJ asked for volunteers to replace
them.
Helen Glanville, currently a Gt Staughton
parish councillor, and Janet Perrett, currently a
trustee of the PC, agreed to do so.
BJ agreed that the outcome of the meeting will
be published in Life Magazine and on the
village website.
The members thanked BJ and the board for all
of their efforts. They also asked what the
naming process for the scheme would be –
which BJ explained is governed by HDC.
There being no further business, the meeting
ended.
Signed by R. Jewell, as a true and fair record of
the meeting.
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Life Magazine – Notes from
the AGM Held on Friday 28th
December 2018, in the Tavern,
Great Staughton
Present: Nicole Yates (Chairman),
Helen Glanville (Treasurer), Rob
Young (Co-Editor), Shaun Prince (CoEditor)
Apologies: Mark Fowler (Perry
representative)
Accounts. The Treasurer produced
the draft accounts for the year
(2018), which showed an deincrease
in assets of £941.34. We had
produced 12 colour covers this year
and 1 colour centre. The Collection
boxes fund half an edition. The
adverts seem to have stabilised. We
have managed to run a 40 page
once, 44 page twice, 52 page 5 times
and 56 page 4 times. The increased
expenditure is due to running so
many more larger editions. The
editors are going to be mindful of
larger editions and try to pace the
content. We are going to increase
the price to £32.00 for a whole page
and halves and quarters pro-rated.
Cover ads will increase to £110.00 for
large and £65 for small. We will also
charge for business adverts even if
they are for the community. Both
Great Staughton and Perry Parish
Councils have donated to the
magazine in 2018 and the
Committee expressed their gratitude
to them.

Bank Account. The money held in
the Life Magazine account was
£3206.49 which was £941.34 down
on last year. We use an HSBC
Community account with Bob Jewell,
Helen Glanville and Nicole Yates as

signatories. Copies of all bank
statements are available at any time to
ensure visibility.
Printing Costs. Easiprint was the
cheapest in our last quotes and the
price has again been held for 2019. It
is still efficient and easy for the Editors
to use. They also allow us to change
the size of the magazine monthly
which gives us good flexibility with a
varying level of content. The
committee acknowledged that
Easiprint has been very good but as it
has been 4 years since the last quote
then new quotes will be obtained.
Advertising Prices. The cost for a page
will rise to £32 for a whole page.
Covers to increase to £110.00 for large
and £65.00 for small. The committee
are grateful to those loyal advertisers
for sticking with the Magazine and
point out that there has not been a
price rise since 2013.
Posting Magazines Out of Area. The
cost of posting copies to “out of area”
readers will remain at £14.00.
Magazine makeup. We have managed
to run a 40 page 1 time, 44 page 2
times, 52 page 5 times and 56 page 4
times. All have had a colour cover and
1 had a colour centre.
Advertisers. The policy, that advertisers
who are slow to pay are invoiced twice
and/or given two months grace with
their advert, but then are removed
from the Magazine, was reaffirmed.
Editors Payment. It was agreed to pay
the Editors payment for both Rob and
Shaun. The editors incur many costs
and it was felt that even this token
amount will help towards paying for
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some of it! The amount was agreed
to increase to £160.00 and it would be
paid by BACS. Rob and Shaun also
kindly agreed to continue editing! The
rest of the committee truly thanked
them!
Minutes to be Published. It was
agreed to continue to publish these
minutes on the Village website and
within the magazine. The website
minutes still have been well read and
commented on!
10.
AOB. We still have spaces on
the cover for advertising. £65 for small
and £110 for large for the year.

West Hunts Friendship Club
So, what’s going to be different in
2019?
Would you like to give something back
to the community by getting involved
in helping other people?
If so, we'd love you to come and join us
at the West Hunts Friendship Club!
This great bunch of members meet
once a week on a Monday (you would
ideally be available 9-2:45pm
fortnightly) to socialise, attend talks,
sing, play games, and generally enjoy
each other's company.

Free Ads will be only run for one
month so advertisers/societies/events
need to ask again for subsequent
months.
We need more photos so we can
increase the colour content of the
magazine and specifically more
seasonal/pet photos for the front
cover. Come on all you budding
photographers - get yourself on the
cover! Also, if anyone has any
historical photos we would love to
include those too.
We have some representation from
Perry! The committee welcomes Mark
Fowler.
We would like to have a list of
distributors in case we need to contact
them. So, if you are a distributor
please can you let us know at
lifemagazine@outlook.com?
Finally, the committee is delighted with
the increased content and thank
everyone for their contributions.

Want to find out more? Please call
Annabelle on 07527 741495
Here are our members enjoying a yoga
class with Judy Duddridge at the first
Club meeting of the New Year!
Come & join us
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G.M Gilbert
Family Butcher
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THE FOOT CLINIC
For a wide range of chiropody and
podiatry treatments of the highest
quality from a specialist with over 27
years of experience in both the NHS
and private practice.

Graeme A Paterson BSc
FCPod (S).
Podiatric Specialist

Health Professions Council
Registered.
For further information
or to arrange a consultation or home
visit please contact:
The Foot Clinic,
High Street, Southoe, St Neots,
Cambs. PE19 5YE.

Tel : 01480 811145.
FAIR
FABRICS ANd
interiors

MOBILE
SHOWROOM TO YOUR DOOr A local company

www.fairfabrics.com
An extensive selection of fabrics
- all leading manufacturers +
smaller design houses
Wallpapers, Curtain Poles,
Blinds, Lighting and Sofas
LARGE FABRIC SAMPLES
CURTAIN MAKE-UP AND
UPHOLSTERY SERVICE
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL for help
and advice

EMMA LEWSLEY
01480 890026 07939 150217

Farm House Holidays For Dogs
Prefer not to use
boarding
kennels?
Competitive rates

For a unique
service

01480 860330
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C h i l d r en ’ s D a y N u r s er y
B ef o r e & A f t er S c h o o l C lu b s
Holiday Club

Set in the beautiful grounds of
Great Staughton Primary School
Under the care of our highly qualified staff we offer excellent facilities
for babies to out of school ages.
G ove r n me n t f u n d i n g a va i l a bl e
t o P r e - S c h o ol c h i l d r en
Fo r f u l l d et a i l s a n d i n t r od u c t i on
t o S P I CE c on t a c t :
N i c ol a or Ch er y l : 0 1 4 8 0 8 6 1 1 8 3
OR
i n f o@ s p i c ec h i l d c a r e. c o m

The White Hart
56 The Highway,
Gt. Staughton
PE19 5DA

Tel: 01480 861131

Good home-made,
honest pub food now
being served
Thursday: 12pm - 2pm. 6:30pm - 9pm
Friday: 12pm - 2pm. 6:30pm - 9pm
Saturday: 12 noon - 9pm
Sunday: 12 noon - 3pm

‘We look forward to welcoming
you soon.’

Hugh & Mary

Hays Travel
Lisa Drake
I am a PERSONAL TRAVEL
CONSULTANT based in Cage
Lane, Great Staughton
Working for ABTA’s largest
Independent Travel Agency
I cater for all aspects of travel
including:
Package Holidays, Ski, Caribbean,
CruiseTailor-made Holidays, UK
Breaks, Flights and Accommodation
Holidays Extras: Car Hire, Car Parking
You name it, I can do it at a
competitive price.
Telephone Lisa on:
861852 or E-mail:
lisa.drake@hays-travel.co.uk
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G.B. BUILDERS
BRICKWORK - PLASTERING - DRIVEWAYS - PATHS - PATIOS SLABBING - CONCRETING - BLOCKPAVING - FENCING - PLUMBING CARPENTRY - ROOFING - TILING - DRAINAGE - GUTTERING RIDE ON LAWN MOWER GRASS CUTTING

Call today - 078777 42420 or 01480 437511
g.bbuilders@yahoo.co.uk or g.bgrasscutters@yahoo.com

A Note From the Editors
Just a friendly reminder that if
you’re sending content to be
published, please email it to both
editors to ensure it will be included
in future issues. Send all content to
both

lifemagazine@outlook.com
&

rj.young@live.co.uk
And if you’re placing a small ‘For
Sale’ ad in the magazine, do let both
of us know when the items have
been sold, so the ad can be
removed for the next magazine.

Thanks,
Shaun & Rob
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The Eaton’s

 Internal painting & decorating
 External painting & staining
 Gutter cleans, repairs &





replacement
Supply & fit UPVC fascias & soffits
Fence repairs & replacement
Patios, paths & driveways
General property maintenance

Public Liability Insured
Buy with Confidence Scheme
Trading Standard Approved
Criminal Record Bureau checked
Telephone: 01480 406130
Mobile: 07718 957281

Cambridgeshire ACRE
Community Oil Buying
Scheme
Want to save money on the cost of
your heating oil?
So do we!
Join our countrywide community oil
buying scheme and see how easy it is.
To join, visit:
www.cambsacre.org.uk/community-oil
-buying-scheme.php
Enquires:
Tel:01353 860850
Email: oil@cambsacre.org.uk
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THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST ANDREW
GREAT STAUGHTON AND PERRY
Rector: Revd Nicki Bland - Tel: 869485

St Andrew’s Vicarage, The Causeway, Great Staughton

Sound
& Loop

CHURCH WARDENS: Mr Bill Wetzel, 8, Welby Close, Perry : Tel: 811580

Mrs Janet Perrett, 38, Beachampstead Road, Gt. St. 860703

Dear Friends,
I loved you first
by Christina Rossetti (1830 - 1894)
I loved you first: but afterwards your love
Outsoaring mine, sang such a loftier song
As drowned the friendly cooings of my dove.
Which owes the other most? my love was long,
And yours one moment seemed to wax more strong;
I loved and guessed at you, you construed me
And loved me for what might or might not be –
Nay, weights and measures do us both a wrong.
For verily love knows not ‘mine’ or ‘thine;’
With separate ‘I’ and ‘thou’ free love has done,
For one is both and both are one in love:
Rich love knows nought of ‘thine that is not mine;’
Both have the strength and both the length thereof,
Both of us, of the love which makes us one.

A

s I write this we are enjoying fantastic
weather for this time of the year, the
days are lengthening and the skies are
beautiful. The spring flowers are beginning to
appear to brighten the countryside and
gardens, a wonderful setting for February, the
romantic month of the year.
I have spent the last few days meeting up with
several wedding couples who are looking to
get married in our churches this year and the
hope and expectations that they bring with
them are infectious and exciting.
February is the month when we remember St
Valentine. The first official Saint Valentine's
Day was declared on 14th of February by
Pope Galasius in 496, in memory of a 3rd
century martyred priest in Rome. It is believed
that the young priest rose to distinction after
betraying Emperor Claudius in 270 AD by
conducting illegitimate wedding ceremonies
in the capital. This gained him unwelcome
notoriety, which became Bishop Valentine's
downfall. He was jailed and ultimately

beheaded, but not before he fell in love with
the jailer's daughter. It is thought that on the
evening of his execution the bishop passed her
a note which read "from your Valentine". This
story has blossomed into the defining tradition
of Valentine's Day.
The Christian faith also has its foundation in
love. The love of a God who sent his Son into
the world to live and die for us.
It is this belief that, as a Christian, I hang onto
in the ups and downs of life, but I also believe
that we can see this Christian love in the
actions and kindnesses of those around us.
I cannot begin to thank people individually for
their cards, support and help in the last
difficult months and so I am using this letter
to express that thanks.
1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another,
for love is from God, and whoever loves has
been born of God and knows God.

With love & blessings
Janet Perrett
Mobile: 07805078992
Parish email: revlesnicki@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICES
February 2019
Great Staughton St. Andrew’s
Sun 3rd

8.00am-BCP Holy Communion
10.30am- All Age Worship
(Candlemas)
Sun 10th 10.30am- Parish Communion
Sun 17th 10.30am-Parish Communion (play
and pray)
Sun 24th 10.30am-Parish Communion

Little Staughton All Saints

Sun 3rd 9am-Parish Communion
Sun 17th 9am- Parish Communion

Hail Weston St. Nicolas
Sun 3rd 3pm- All Age Worship

Wed 6th 10.00 am – Morning Prayer
followed by 10.30am - Coffee
Sun 10th 9am- Parish Communion
Sun 17th 3.00 pm Creative Communion
Sun 24th 9am- Parish Communion

DID YOU KNOW that a group for 4-11
year olds called Play & Pray takes place
once a month at St. Andrew’s Church?
We meet on the 3rd Sunday of each
month during the morning service
starting at 10.30am. Younger children are
welcome if accompanied by an adult.
Our meeting dates for the coming months
are:
February 17th
March 17th
April 21st
Come & find out what we get up to!
If you would like more details please call
Sylvia Swain on 01480 812022.

World Day of Prayer
Praying for Slovenia
‘Everything is Ready’
Friday 1st March 2019
At

2.00 p.m.

At
Parish Church of
St Andrew
Great Staughton
A SERVICE FOR EVERYONE

All are Welcome
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Perry Baptist Church
Secretary Tony Whitlock 01480 810906
Moderator Rev David Taylor
Sunday Services at 10.30am each Sunday
Website www.perrybaptist.org.uk
All Welcome

My dear friends,

T

his month I reproduce with
permission an article written by
Rev Roger Watkins for a different
magazine. He wrote;
I was recently reading of someone who
visited an ice-rink and watched a teenage
girl trying to perfect an extremely
difficult jump. She had a coach with her
seeking to give help and advice. Time
and again she fell down on the ice and
each time the coach motioned with his
hand to get up and try again.
With one fall she did not get up and the
look on her face apparently showed total
discouragement. Her coach again helped
her up and told her to try again. Another
fall followed but this time she got up
immediately and skated around the rink
several times with increasing speed, then
came the jump and she succeeded with a
twist and a turn included and a perfect
landing. She stayed motionless for a few
moments enjoying the sense of
achievement and her coach applauded.
Life is like that for all of us at times. We
attempt things and set out to achieve
things only to be often knocked over by
the pressures and demands of life. We
can easily fail and fall but usually we
move on and try again.
Following the Christian life is never easy
either. There are many joys and blessings
in store along the way, many

encouragements which God sends, but
we often fail and fall in the hopes and
aims we seek to fulfill.
The Christian life is not ultimately
dependent upon our ability or failure
however, but rather upon the life of Jesus
Christ that we possess and the God in
Whom we trust. Yes, God calls us to
persevere and at times to face many
challenges but He also provides the
strength and faith to win through as we
live in trust in Him. Life can be a
challenge but God's blessings are many
and His daily presence can be real to
those who place their faith fully in Him.

Yours in Christ,

Tony Whitlock

Preachers and Services for
February 2019:
Services in February all at 10.30am
3rd Keith Doe
10th Stephen Draper
17th Rev D Taylor
24th Rev David Williams

There is no Friendship Circle in
February.
Next one is 25th March

Clubs & Activities :
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Telephone Prefix: 01480

Great Staughton W.I....................................................................Margaret Sare: 860963
Perry WI: ..............................................................................................Liz Dive: 811636
West Hunts Friendship Club....................................Annabelle Blackham: 07527 741495
(Mondays 10:00am - 3:00pm Gt. Staughton Village Hall)
Phil Yates: 860616
St. Andrew’s Church Bell Ringers (Mondays 7.30)………………….David Cope: 869322
Perry Friendship Circle.................................................... …… .Cilla Whitlock: 810906
Great Staughton Book Club.........................................................Margaret Sare: 860963
Horticultural Society...................................................... ...............Mike Keeble: 860855

Email: m.keeble855@btinternet.com

Lions Club (Hunts Grafham Water Branch)...........Bernard Dable: 810704/07969 207227
Kimbolton Flower Club......................................................Carol Grundy: 01832 710339
Brampton Scale Model Club: Wed 7.30-9.30pm……………………......Dave Gait: 861387
Perry Photographic Club……………………………………….Adrian Arnett:07788 409301
Rotary Club: Kimbolton Castle......................................................Phil Howard: 861201
CHILDREN’S CLUBS/SCHOOLS
Gt. Staughton Brownies/Rainbow Guides/Guides.: Go to:
enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk and register your interest.
Gt. Staughton Primary Academy...................................Head Teacher’s.Office: 860324
Gt Staughton Youth Club……………………………………………...gsyc2014@gmail.com
Kimbolton Beavers/ Cub Scouts/ Explorer Scouts………………..Sarah Holyoak: 861755
Kimbolton Scouts..................................................................Lis Osbourn: 07846 869007
Piglets Pre-School.........................................................Suzanne Worrall: 07759 382575
Great Staughton Family Playtime………………..manager@pigletspreschool.org.uk

Every Friday during term time 9-10.30am at Piglets Pre-school

SPORTS CLUBS
Badminton Club ………………………………………………. Steven Prince: 07521 509596
Mondays, 8pm, Gt. Staughton Village Hall.
Kimbolton Cricket Club...........................................................Kevin Fisk: 07875 602919
Gt. Staughton Golf Society.....................................................Derek Fitzgibbon: 861234
Gt. Staughton Tennis Club Committee……………...………...Nicole & Phil Yates: 860616
Kym Valley Carpet Bowls..............................................................Doris Dainty: 812006
Email: dainty.doris@yahoo.co.uk
Grafham Water Sailing Club...........................................................Club Office: 810478
VILLAGE GROUPS/SERVICES
Grafham Wildlife Group.......................................Sam Malt: Day:810844 / Eve: 811654
HIGHWAYMAN Social Car Service................................07786 520540 4-7pm weekdays
For all your transport needs, charged at 30 pence per mile
Parent Teacher Association (PTA).................... ...................Dawn Auton: 07985 925761
Patient Participation Group Gt St)...............................................Loraine Harris: 860770
Email: loraine.harris@nhs.net
Village Hall …………………………............... Vicky Goldsmith: 860005 / 07739 469243
Pavilion ………………………………………………………………….Bob Jewell:
Gt. Staughton WEBSITE...www.greatstaughton.com
E-mail: greatstaughton-website@gmail.com
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USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS: Telephone Prefix 01480 unless otherwise shown

POLICE NON-EMERGENCY 101

POLICE EMERGENCY 999;

Crime Watch Management 456 111. VICTIM SUPPORT: www.victimsupport.org.uk :
An independent charity helps victims and witnesses of crime confidentially & free.
Support services: 0845 389 9523 To volunteer: ring 01480 4553000

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
PERRY : Sue Astle 811121, Jason Harper 07779 123125
GT STAUGHTON: Frank Backhouse 861167, Caroline Taylor 869365, Mike Keeble 860855.

Gt. Staughton Surgery: 860 770
Buckden Surgery: 810 216
NHS NON-EMERGENCY: 111

Kimbolton Surgery: 860 205
HINCHINGBROOKE HOSPITAL: 416 416
PALS: [Patient Advice & Liaison Service]:
0800 279 2535

AGE UK CAMBRIDGESHIRE offer a range of information and services on matters of
concern to older people and their carers e.g. issues on benefits, home care, aids and
adaptations, safeguarding and going into a care home. Also practical help: home help,
visiting schemes, day centres and warden schemes. The advocacy service can offer
support to represent the interests of those over 65 years, & help to obtain the services
they need.
We are available 9am - 3pm Monday to ‘Friday on 0300 666 9860
CONSUMER DIRECT : www.consumerdirect.gov.uk - Practical help and advice for consumers
with queries/problems with goods/services. Telephone : 08454 04 05 06 - Charge 4p pm.
Minicom users: 08451 28 13 84: Mon to Fri - 8.00 am to 6.30 pm. Sat. 9.00 am to 1.00 pm
CAMBRIDGESHIRE HEARING HELP: Charity to assist people with hearing loss.

Tel: 01223 416141 / www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk
We hold drop-in Hearing Help sessions for basic maintenance of NHS hearing aids, cleaning and re-tubing of
hearing aids, supplying free replacement batteries and offer free advice. No appointment is necessary.

The Surgery, 57 The Highway, Great Staughton, PE19 5DY.
Every 3 months: 24th July 2018, 23rd October 2018, 2.00pm – 4.00pm.
DISABILITY CAMBRIDGESHIRE.
www.disabilitycambridgeshire.org.uk
Adviceline: 01223 569 600—charity for disabled/older people and carers in Cambridgeshire.
Provides free, confidential and impartial information and advice on disability and access issues.
Email: info@disability-cambridgeshire.org.uk
THE LIBRARY AT HOME SERVICE : (formerly THE DOORSTEP SERVICE )
FREE home delivery service for people who can no longer get to a library. Call 0345 045 5225

HIGHWAYMAN CAR SCHEME: Ring: 07786 520 540.
For residents of Gt Staughton, Hail Weston, Kimbolton, Perry and surrounding area.
Volunteer drivers provide transport for social and medical purposes. Can undertake journeys to
visit friends and family in hospital and outpatient appointments.
[Supported by Cambs CC (Transport Services) and Care Network]
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Want to advertise your
business in this space?
Contact the editors for prices.

