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9ŘƛǘƻǊǎΥ    
wƻō ¸ƻǳƴƎ - ¢ŜƭΥ  лмпул услтфф 
[ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜ DƻƻŘȅ - ¢ŜƭΥ лтурр унслфс 

 

9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 9Ƴŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎΥ  
wƻōΥ ǊƧΦȅƻǳƴƎϪƭƛǾŜΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

[ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜΥ ƭƻǊǊŀƛƴŜƎƻƻŘȅϪǎƪȅΦŎƻƳ 
 

όǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎύ 

 

/ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΥ bƛŎƻƭŜ ¸ŀǘŜǎΥ  лмпул услсмс 
 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΥ IŜƭŜƴ DƭŀƴǾƛƭƭŜΥ  лттпр фнлнмп 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ǎǘŜǾŜŀƴŘƘŜƭŜƴϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

 

/ƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ 9ŘƛǘƻǊǎΥ 
wƻōΥ н aŀƴƻǊ /ƭƻǎŜΣ Dǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ 
[ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜΥ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ aŀƴƻǊΣ ¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ 

 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΥ 
IŜƭŜƴ DƭŀƴǾƛƭƭŜΥ см .ŜŀŎƘŀƳǇǎǘŜŀŘ wƻŀŘΣ 

Dǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴΣ t9мф р5· 
 

5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǘŜŀƳ Ŏƻ-ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎΥ  
  {ǘŜǾŜ .ŜƴƴŜǧ όDǘ {ǘΦύ ¢ŜƭΥ лмпул усмснс 

 нф .ŜŀŎƘŀƳǇǎǘŜŀŘ wŘ 
[ƛȊ ϧ aƛƪŜ 5ƛǾŜ όtŜǊǊȅύ ¢ŜƭΥ лмпул уммсос - 

с wƻǳƴŘƘƻǳǎŜ 5ǊƛǾŜ 
 

/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƛǎǎǳŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ 
9ŘƛǘƻǊǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ млǘƘ όмлǘƘ CŜō ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ 

9Řƛǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜύ 

 
 

IŀƴŘǿǊƛǧŜƴκǘȅǇŜŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ  
ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ōǳǘ ŜƳŀƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘΦ 

 
 

Contact the editors to seek advice on 

the suitability of your content.  
 

Advertising rates can be found on  

Page 39 

This magazine is produced by  
volunteers. Running costs are met by 
donations from organisations,  
generous readers and advertising  

revenue. The Management and Editorial 
Committee do not necessarily agree with, 
or support, the views expressed in the 

magazine. 
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5ŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 5ƛŀǊȅΧΦΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦtŀƎŜ п 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ [ŜǧŜǊΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧtŀƎŜ р 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ bƻǝŎŜǎΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦtŀƎŜǎ с-мо 

DǘΦ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴΧΧΦtŀƎŜ ф 

DǘΦ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ .ƻƻƪ /ƭǳōΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ мл 

/ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀ .ŀǇǝǎǘΦ  aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΧΧΦtŀƎŜ мн 

DǘΦ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ IƻǊǘ{ƻŎ [ŜǧŜǊΧΦΧΧΧΧtŀƎŜ мо 

DǘΦ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ ²ΦLΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦtŀƎŜ мп 

DǘΦ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ {ŀƴǘŀ {ƭŜƛƎƘΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦtŀƎŜ мр 

tŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦtŀƎŜ мс 

.ŜŘŦƻǊŘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΧΦΦtŀƎŜ мт 

tŜǊǊȅ ²ΦLΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦtŀƎŜ му 

²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ²ŀƭƪǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ нн 

{ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ DǳƛŘŜǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦtŀƎŜ но 

IƻǊǘ{ƻŎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ {Ƙƻǿ tƘƻǘƻǎΦΧΧΧΦΦtŀƎŜ нп 

{ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ¢ƻǳǊǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦtŀƎŜ нс 

{ƻƭŀǊ tŀƴŜƭ tǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΧΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ ну 

tŜǊǊȅ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ aƛƴǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ ол 

¢ƘŜǊƳŀƭ LƳŀƎƛƴƎ CƻǊ ! /ƻǎƛŜǊ IƻƳŜΧtŀƎŜ он 

/ƻƭƻǳǊƛƴƎ !ŎǝǾƛǘȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦtŀƎŜ оо 

tŜǊǊȅ IƻƎ ²ŀǘŎƘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ оп 

²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ bŜǿǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦtŀƎŜ ос 

[ƛŦŜ aŀƎ !ŘǾŜǊǝǎƛƴƎ wŀǘŜǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦtŀƎŜ оф 

{ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ [ŜǧŜǊΧΧΦΦΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦtŀƎŜ пн 

{ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΧΧΧΧΦΦΦtŀƎŜ по 

tŜǊǊȅ .ŀǇǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ [ŜǧŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ пр 

/ƭǳōǎ ϧ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘǎΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦtŀƎŜ пс 

¦ǎŜŦǳƭ ¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ bǳƳōŜǊǎΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦtŀƎŜ пт 
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December 
 

Monday 16th :  Perry óSouper Carolô EventéééééééééPage 16 
Friday 20th :    Great Staughton Santa Sleigh present drop-offé..Page 15  
Saturday 21st : Great Staughton Santa Sleighéééééééé.Page 15 
Sunday 22nd :   Perry Carol Singingééééééééééé...Page 16 
Tuesday 24th :  Christingle Service, St. Andrewôs Churchééé..Page 43 
Tuesday 24th :  Midnight Mass, St. Andrewôs Churchééééé.Page 43  
Wednesday 25th : Christmas Day Service, Perry Baptist Church..Page 16 
 

January 
 

Wednesday 1st : Great Staughton New Yearsô Day Walkéééé.Page 6 
Tuesday 14th : Bedford National Trust Association Meetingéé..Page 16 
 
February 
Tuesday 11th : Bedford National Trust Association Meetingéé..Page 16 
 

Great Staughton Parish Council Meetings 2025 - TBC 

Dw9!¢ {¢!¦DI¢hb t!±L[Lhb Υ   LŘŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ ǇŀǊǝŜǎΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŜǘŎΦ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ 
ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŬŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǝŜǎκƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΥ ϻол 

ŦƻǊ ŀ о ƘƻǳǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ {ǇƻǊǘǎΩ ǳǎŜ  - ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ Ŏƭǳō ϧ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ Ŏƭǳō - ϻнс ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ    
CƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ  DƛƭŜǎ .Ǌƛǧŀƛƴ ςлттпл сптонн

 

Dw9!¢ {¢!¦DI¢hb ±L[[!D9 I![[ Υ  bŜŜŘ ŀ ǾŜƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΥ- ǇŀǊǝŜǎΣ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎǎΣ 
ōǊƛƴƎ ϧ ōǳȅ ǎŀƭŜǎΚ  aƻŘŜǎǘ ǊŀǘŜǎΣ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ Ŝŀǎȅ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎΦ  

CƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ ǊƛƴƎ ±ƛŎƪȅ DƻƭŘǎƳƛǘƘ Υ лттоф псфнпо 

aƻōƛƭŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ нлнп κнр- ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

/ƘƛŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ²ŀȅΣ tŜǊǊȅ ммΥмрŀƳ ς мнΥлрǇƳΦ ¢ƘŜ /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅΣ Dǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ нǇƳ ς нΥолǇƳ  

Perry Parish Council Meetings 2024/2025 

 December 11th,  February 12th 2025,  March 12th  2025 
7pm-9pm. At the moment all meetings to be held in the Grafham Water Sailability  

Clubhouse. 
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Hello there, dear readers,  
 

Welcome to your Winter 2024/25 Edition of the Life Magazine, and 
yes, I canõt quite understand where this year has gone either. 
 
In what is now becoming somewhat of a tradition, this Winter issue is bestowed with 
one of Anthony Withersõ lovely photos from the Horticultural Society Summer Show on 
the cover. Youõll be able to see a few more, in colour no less, on pages 24 and 25.  
 
Itõs so nice to see plenty going on in Staughton and Perry over the festive period. I was 
home last year to see the Santa Sleigh make its rounds. I watched as my two nephews 
met Father Christmas and remembered doing the very same many, many MANY 
years ago. Itõs lovely to see the sleigh is still going strong, and thanks to all those hard-
working elves who make it all possible.  
 
I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas, New Year, January and February. Lorraine 
will be in the editorsõ hot seat for the Spring Edition in March, and Iõll speak to you all 
again in the Summer Edition in June.    
 

       This issue was edited by Rob 

tŜǊǊȅ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎ 
  

9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ !ōōǎ ό/ƘŀƛǊύ 
ŜƭŜŀƴƻǊΦŀōōǎϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ  

 

{ƘŜƛƭŀ .ǊƛƎƘǘƻƴ ό±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊύ 
{ƘŜƛƭŀΦōǊƛƎƘǘƻƴϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

 

Yŀȅ 5ŀǊōȅ  
ƪŀȅΦŘŀǊōȅϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

 

/ƘǊƛǎ WƻƴŜǎ  
ŎƘǊƛǎΦƧƻƴŜǎϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

 

bƛƎŜƭ bƻƻƴ  
ŎƭŜǊƪϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ  

 

9ƳƳŀ tǊŜǿ   
ŜƳƳŀΦǇǊŜǿϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

 

Wƻ {ƘƛǊǊŜũǎ  
ƧƻΦǎƘƛǊǊŜũǎϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

 

t!wL{I /[9wY - 9¦D9b9 {aL¢I 
ŎƭŜǊƪϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

¢ŜƭΥ лттуфр молфл 
!ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ н ¢ƘŜ 5ǊƛǾŜΣ tŜǊǊȅΣ /!a.{Φ t9ну л{· όƴƻ 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎŀƭƭŜǊǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜύΦ 
 

aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ǿǿǿΦǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ   

  
DǊŜŀǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎ 

 wƻōŜǊǘ WŜǿŜƭƭ ό/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴύΧΧΧΦΦлтумн тнрсул 
 ƎǘǎǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƘŀƛǊϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 

  
 bƛŎƻƭŜ ¸ŀǘŜǎ ό±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊύΦΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦуслсмс 
  
 IŜƭŜƴ DƭŀƴǾƛƭƭŜΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΦΦΦлттпр фнлнмп 
  
 [ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜ DƻƻŘȅΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΦΦлтурр унслфс 
 

 WŀƳŜǎ 5ǳōŜǊƭȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧуслолр  
 

 IŜƭŜƴ IƻǇǇŜǊǘƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦлтунр мспруу 
 

 DƛƭŜǎ .ǊƛǧŀƛƴΧΦΧΧΦΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦлттпл сптонн 
 

 ²ƛƭƭ aǳƳŦƻǊŘΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦлттпм спропр   
 

 5ŀǾƛŘ aƻƻǊŜΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦусммфр 
 

 Wƻ wǳǎǎŜƭ ό/ƭŜǊƪύΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦлтуут пумфрп  
 

 9ƳŀƛƭΥ Dǘ{ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴtŀǊƛǎƘ/ƭŜǊƪϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 
 

aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ  
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ  

ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ƎǊŜŀǘǎǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴǇŎΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

mailto:GtStaughtonParishClerk@outlook.com
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Perry Coffee Morning 
We meet in the Harbour 

View Restaurant at 

10:30 - 12 noon every  

Wednesday for tea,  

coffee, and a good chat.  

 

We have cars available if walking is 

too much We would love to see more 

people join us. Call Joan Magee on 

07785 221993 for more details. 

Treasurers Corner 
 

Hello,  

 
Gosh, another year gone!
Thanks, as ever, for popping 
all your change in the Pots.   

 
A good total this month of 
Ã57.61. Happy Christmas to 
everyone and a Happy 2025! 

xx  
 

Thank you! 

 

Helen  

New Year's Day Walk 
 

Our New Yearõs Day walk is 
now a tradition that goes back 
more than two decades.  

 
Why not join us at 11am,  
meeting at the sundial for a 
gentle stroll on an easy  
footpath in the village.  

 
Everyone is welcome.  

 
Boots are recommended  
although we do our best to 
avoid the muddiest paths.   

 
Anthony Withers  
07790 828012  

aw.staughton@gmail.com 

DǊŜŀǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŀ  ŘŜŬōǊƛƭƭŀǘƻǊ 

LǘΩǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ Ƙŀƭƭ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΦ 

 

Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭŀǊƳŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ 

ȅƻǳ ƻǇŜƴ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ 

ŎƻŘŜΣ ƛǘϥǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻǇŜƴ όƳƻǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻŘŜ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ффф ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ 

ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŀƭƭŜǊύΦ   

 

LŦ ƛƴ ŘƻǳōǘΣ ǳǎŜ ƛǘΣ ƛǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ 

ŘƻΣ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ŀ ǎƘƻŎƪ ƛŦ ƻƴŜ 

ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ 
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.ȅǘŜǎ /ŀŦŞ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ 
млŀƳ ǘƻ мн-олǇƳ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ  
CǊƛŘŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {Ƴŀƭƭ Iŀƭƭ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ  
aŀƴŘŜǾƛƭƭŜ IŀƭƭΣ YƛƳōƻƭǘƻƴΦ 

 

hǳǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ  
ŎƻƳǇǳǝƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ  
ǎƛƳǇƭŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΦ 

 

²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜΣ 
ŜƴƭŀǊƎŜ !п ǘƻ !о ŀƴŘ ƭŀƳƛƴŀǘŜ  
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ŀ  
ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǇǊƛŎŜΦ 

 

5ǊƻǇ ōȅΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻũŜŜ ƻǊ ǘŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 

Dw9!¢  
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!ƴȅƻƴŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
¢Ŝƴƴƛǎ /ƭǳōΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ              

ƴƛŎƻƭŜƘȅŀǘŜǎϪŀƻƭΦŎƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ     
ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ CƻǊƳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ 

hǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦŜŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ όǳƴŘŜǊ мсǎύ ŀǊŜ ϻрΣ 
ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎ ϻмл ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ όŦƻǊ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎƛȄ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎύ 

ƛǎ ϻнрΦ 

Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
ƘŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƎƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ ƛƴ 
ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳō 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘΦ 
!ƴȅ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ       

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
Řƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀōƻǾŜΦ 

²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ȅƻǳΗ 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎ  
Lŀƴ DŀǊŘƴŜǊ - /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜǎƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ 

ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎΥ 
ƛŀƴΦƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊϪŎŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜǎƘƛǊŜΦƎƻǾΦǳƪ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻƴŜ 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛǎ лтфтл смопфуΦ 
 

{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ /ŀǿƭŜȅ - IǳƴǝƴƎŘƻƴǎƘƛǊŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ 
ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎΥ 

{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΦΦŎŀǿƭŜȅϪƘǳƴǝƴƎŘƻƴǎƘƛǊŜΦƎƻǾΦǳƪ ŀƴŘ 
ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛǎ лтфнр тпммст 

A Note From the Editors  
Please send content to both below 

email to ensure inclusion in future  

issues.  

rj.young@live.co.uk & 

lorrainegoody@sky.com  
 

Keep us informed of any changes to 

village clubs and  activities, such as a 

change of contact details and group  

leaders. We want the magazine to be as 

up-to-date as possible, and that can 

only be achieved if you keep us in the 

loop.  
 

Finally, if youõd like to place a ôFor Saleõ 

ad let us know when the itemõs been 

sold, so the ad can be removed for the 

next issue.  
 

Thank you,  

Rob & Lorraine  
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Kym Valley Carpet 
Bowls Club 

 

 

Gt Staughton Village Hall 
 

 
Club nights Tuesday (apart from WI 

night) and Friday 7pm to 9.30pm 
 

The Kym Valley Carpet Bowls Club meets at 
the village hall on Tuesdays and Fridays  

at 7.00pm.  
 

Entry fee is £3 for which you get tea, coffee 
and biscuits plus the chance to win a (small) 

bar of chocolate. 
 

One of our newer members Ian Taylor tells us 
on page 9 Life how he came to value the game, 

the club and its members after suffering a 
personal tragedy. 

 

Everyone, young or old, is welcome to join us. 
 
 

Anthony Withers  
Chairman, KVCBC  

01480 861224 
aw.staughton@gmail.com 

St Andrew's  
Church 

100 Club Draw 
 

 

August 2024 
 

Prize               No                    Name 
Ã50ééé é.97ééé...é.Mr Les Blignaut 
Ã25éééé..69é....Mr & Mrs David Moore 
Ã15éééé..55éééééCaroline Himely 
Ã10éééé..48é..éé.Mrs Dianne Palmer 

 

September 2024 
 

Prize              No                    Name 
Ã200ééé...33éé..é.Mrs Trish Richards 
Ã100ééé...13ééééé.Mr G Westcott   
Ã50éééé...2ééé...Mr & Mrs D Clarke 
Ã25éééé.30éééé...Mrs Janet Perrett 
Ã15éééé.29éé.éMrs Lorraine Goody  
Ã10éééé.65ééé.éAntonia Edmunds 

 

October 2024 
 

Prize              No                    Name 
Ã50éééé.14éééé.é.Mr Alex Turner 
Ã25éééé.33ééé....Mrs Trish Richards  
Ã15éééé.10éééé...Mrs Rita Bayford 
Ã10éééé.98éééé....Mrs Flo Marriott 
 

November 2024 
 

Prize              No                    Name 
Ã50éééé.89éééééMrs Jean Wilmer 
Ã25éééé.35ééééMrs A M Hamilton 
Ã15éééé.29ééé..Mrs Lorraine Goody 
Ã10éééé.56éééééé..Mr Karl Reid 
 

 

 
Congratulations to all the  

winners! 

HOW I CAME TO BOWLS: A  
PERSONAL ACCOUNT 

 
Playing carpet bowls in our village hall has 
changed my life for the better. 
 
A strange thing to say so let me explain. 
 
I lost my wife a week before Christmas 2023, 
we had been married 57 years. 
 
We met at school aged 14 so ours was a life-
long love affair. 
 
She died at home from Multiple System  
Atrophy (a rare progressive neurological  
condition similar to MND). 
 
Her gradual decline spanned a decade and I 
cared for her every day at home. I refused to 
employ carers. 
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DǊŜŀǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ 
¢ƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ 
bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ IǳƴǝƴƎŘƻƴǎƘƛǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
wŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴ мр ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ IǳƴǝƴƎŘƻƴǎƘƛǊŜ 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀ ŘǊŀƊ 
ǇƭŀƴΣ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ  
 

¢ƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǎǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ 
IǳƴǝƴƎŘƻƴǎƘƛǊŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŦƻǊ 
ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ŭƴŀƭ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴ όwŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴ мр ƻŦ 
bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ όDŜƴŜǊŀƭύ wŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ 
нлмнΦ hƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŘǳƳ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴΦ  
 

hƴŎŜ ŀ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ƛǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ 
ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎΦ  
 

¶ Lǘ ŘŜŬƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
tŀǊƛǎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǎƘƻǇΣ Ǉǳōǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƭǳōǎΦ  

¶ Lǘ ŀŘŘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 
ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ  

¶ Lǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƭƻƎȅ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ 

¶ ¢ƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ 
ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǝƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 
ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦ  

 

¢ƘŜ ŘǊŀƊ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ  

ǿǿǿΦƎǊŜŀǘǎǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴǇŎΦƻǊƎΦǳƪκƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ
-Ǉƭŀƴ  

 

!ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ  

.ƻō WŜǿŜƭƭ 
ƎǘǎǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƘŀƛǊϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 

I have no idea where I got the strength from to 
cope with all the physical and emotional  
demands. 
 
I do know that being the one to be left alone 
after a lifetime together was challenging and 
that I needed additional social activity. 
 
Fortunately, I had a network of great  
neighbours and good óold friendsô who were, 
still are understanding and supportive. 
 
Despite moving here in 2004 I had not  
socialised widely in the village as my focus 
had been Rotary, Round Table and 41 Club. 
 
Our wonderful village magazine carries an 
advertisement for CARPET BOWLS so I 
decided to give it a go and contacted our local 
historian Anthony Withers who also runs the 
bowling club. 
 
What I found was a warm and friendly and 
welcoming group of men and women who 
ótook me inô and tried to teach me how to 
bowl. Nine months later and Iôm still not very 
good but no one minds and I now look  
forward to Tuesday and Friday evenings at 
7pm when I can go out and socialise for a 
couple of hours and play this entertaining 
game. 
 
I persuaded a couple of my óold friendsô from 
Little Staughton to join in and they too enjoy 
the friendly atmosphere and have embraced 
the experience. 
 
I would love more of you to come along (any 
age) and see if you would like to join in. You 
will find great companionship, friendly  
characters, great chat, tea/coffee and biscuits 
and a chance to win a bar of chocolate (small 
size) all for Ã3.00 per evening. 
 
So now I have a group of ónew friendsô, and 
you can never have enough friends to help you 
through life. We are lucky that we live in a 
wonderful and friendly place so please think 
about joining us on these winter  
evenings. You are welcome to contact myself 
or Anthony to find out more. 
  
Ian Taylor, Great Staughton  
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hǳǊ !ǳǘǳƳƴ ōƻƻƪǎ ƘŀŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƳƛȄŜŘ 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƳŀƪŜǎ 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎΦ 
 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ ¢ǳƴƴŜƭ нф ōȅ 
IŜƭŜƴŀ aŜǊǊƛƳŀƴΣ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ 
¢ŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ŜǊƭƛƴ 
²ŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘΣ ƛǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ōȅ 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘǳƴƴŜƭǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ-
ǇǊƻǾƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōƻƻƪΦ 
 
Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ōȅ IŜǊƴŀƴ 
5ƛŀȊΦ ¢ƻƭŘ ƛƴ ŦƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ōȅ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ 
ΨǾƻƛŎŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ǎǘȅƭŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀƳōƛǝƻƴΦ 
! ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǳƭƛǘȊŜǊ tǊƛȊŜΣ ǿŜ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ ǎƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΥ ǿŜ 
ŦŀƛƭŜŘΦ 
 
hǳǊ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ōƻƻƪΣ ¢ƘŜ IƻƴƧƛƴ 
aǳǊŘŜǊǎ ōȅ {ŜƛǎƘƛ ¸ƻƪƻƳƛȊƻΣ ƛǎ ŀ 
ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ǊƻƻƳ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅ ƴƻǾŜƭ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
мфолǎ ŀƴŘ ŬǊǎǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфплǎΣ Lƴ ŀ 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōǳȊȊ ƻŦ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ 
ǿŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 
IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳǳǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳŜΦ /ŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ ŘŜǘŜŎǝǾŜ 
ǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳΚ  
 
{ƻΣ !ǳǘǳƳƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŦǊƻǎǘ ƛǎ ǎƴŀƪƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƻƻǘǇŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΥ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΗ 
! ǝƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ 
ŜȄŎǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴŘƻƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƴǳƎƎƭŜ 
ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ōƻƻƪ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƊ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ  
 
IƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
ǎǘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΗ 
 

.ƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŬǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ  
ƻŦ нлнр ŀǊŜΥ 

 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅΥ  {ƻƴƎōƛǊŘǎ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘȅ [ŜƊŜǊƛ  
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΥ aȅ /ƻǳǎƛƴ wŀŎƘŜƭ ōȅ 
5ŀǇƘƴŜ 5Ŝ aŀǳǊƛŜǊ  
aŀǊŎƘΥ aȅ .Ǌƛƭƭƛŀƴǘ CǊƛŜƴŘ ōȅ 9ƭŜƴŀ  
CŜǊǊŀƴǘŜ  
!ǇǊƛƭΥ !ōǊƻŀŘ ƛƴ WŀǇŀƴ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎ 
.ǊƻŀŘ 
aŀȅΥ aȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ōȅ WƻǎŜǇƘ 
hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ  
WǳƴŜΥ 5ƻǇǇŜƭƎŅƴƎŜǊ ōȅ bŀƻƳƛ YƭŜƛƴ  
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The White Hart 
56 The Highway,  

Gt. Staughton 
PE19 5DA 

Tel: 01480 861131 
Good home-made,  
honest pub food now  

being served 
 
 
 

Thursday: 12pm - 2pm.  6:30pm - 9pm 
   Friday: 12pm - 2pm.    6:30pm - 9pm 

Saturday: 12 noon - 9pm 
Sunday:   12 noon - 3pm 

 

ôWe look forward to welcoming 
you soon.õ 

Hugh & Mary 

Family Fun in St.  
Andrewôs Church, Gt. 

Staughton 
 
Every Friday 9am to 
10:30am during term 

time 
 

This is for all babies and toddlers  
accompanied by an adult. It Includes tea, 
coffee, juice and biscuits. Play time with 
a story and singing.  
 

Please come and join in the relaxed  
atmosphere and get to know other parents 
while the children. 
 

Suggested donation Ã1.  
 

Just turn up or if you would like more 
information contact Sylvia on 01480 

812022 

Hail Weston Wildlife and  
Gardening Group 

 
Meetings take place in Hail Weston  

Village Hall at 7: 15pm for a 7:30pm start. 
Unless otherwise stated. Events cost Ã1 for 
members and Ã3 for non-members. Tea/
Coffee/glass of wine/biscuits are available at 

meetings for a voluntary donation. 
 

Our 2025 programme will begin on the 
4th February and is a talk on how Mike  
Johnson built a garden for the Hampton Court 

Garden Show.  
 

We are currently finalising our programme for 
2025, including membership form and this 
will issued in January The annual membership 
fee is Ã7 plus a meeting attendance fee of Ã1. I 

will add you to our mailing list.  
 

For more information and to book please 

email the Secretary at hwwgg@yahoo.com 

t9ww¸ .hhY {²!t 
 

/ŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ōƛōƭƛƻǇƘƛƭŜǎΦ 
tŜǊǊȅ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀ 
ōƻƻƪ ǎǿŀǇ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ 
 

IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ 
ōƻƻƪǎ ȅƻǳ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇΣ ǘŀƪŜ 
ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǎǿŀǇ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎΣ  
ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƘ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƎǊŜŜƴΦ tǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƛŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŎŀǘŎƘŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜΣ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘΗ 
 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪǎΣ 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜǊƪΣ 
9ǳƎŜƴŜ {ƳƛǘƘ όŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ рύΦ 
 
 

IŀǇǇȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΗ 

mailto:hwwgg@yahoo.com
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Confessions of a Baptist 
Minister 

 

L 
ocal author Jon Magee, who is 
the Baptist Minister at Perry 
since 2019, has published his 

third book. The book is called  
Confessions of a Baptist Minister.  
 
In March 2024 the author celebrated 
41 years of full time ministry and  
decided that this was the time to  
record some of the experiences of 
Ministry. Ministry has not been just a 
quiet life but has led the author to be 
available for a variety of situations. 
The author has been there for a plane 
crash on a Hebridean hill side,  
facing a man armed with a gun, and 
to minister to alcoholics and drug 
addicts. The author reveals that there 
is much to be gained reaching across 
the cultural divides of life. In short 
this book reveals that ministry is an 
exciting life.   
 
David Kinder, former Lead Chaplain 
at Littlehey prison, wrote the  
foreword and says: ófirstly, this book 
is like a string of pearls. Jon is the 
cord that joins them all together, each 
pearl is a person. Some of these  
people were on their own journey and 
crossed Jonôs path, others were  
people like Baden Powell who  
influenced Jonôs approach to that 
journey. Secondly, it is confessional 
in the way it is delivered. Jon is very 
honest, conveying to the reader his 
deepest thoughts and emotions,  
including acknowledging his own 
mistakes or errors of judgement. The 
stories within are humorous, heart 
breaking, inspirational, unique and 

totally human. Faith in Jesus is the 
golden thread running through each 
chapter.ô  
 
Rev David Williams in Birmingham 
adds óI bought the Kindle version. As 
well as lots of personal story there is a 
wealth of experience and practical 
advice.ô  
 
The authors first book, From Barren 
Rocks to Living Stones, details a 
teenagers experience in Aden (now 
part of Yemen) in 1966/67 during 
extreme terrorism and the British 
evacuation.  
 
The second book, Paradise Island, 
Heavenly Journey, records  
experiences in Singapore at the latter 
time of British colonialism. 
 
For further details the author can 
be contacted by phone at 01480 

700810 or by email at  
perrybaptistpastor@gmail.com 
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GREAT  
STAUGHTON  

HORTICULTURAL  
SOCIETY 

 

I  
 have the skeleton of a wreath 
saved from last yearôs beautiful 
Christmas edition. Members of the 

local netball team made the original - 
under instruction from a professional - 
and the result was impressive. I hadnôt 
realised there were any local netball 
teams but isnôt it typical that there are 
entire strata of activities going on that 
one is completely unaware of? 
 
I thought I paid attention as I dismantled 
the wreath but now the idea of 
constructing a new one is quite daunting. 
Hopefully YouTube will instruct me 
satisfactorily. 
 
Iôm in the USA at the moment - writing 
this on election day. The results are being 
anxiously awaited. Front yard decoration 
is a big thing is this area and the evidence 
of Halloween is still everywhere. Having 
participated in trick or treating with my 
nine-year-old grandson was quite an 
experience. He had to be brave to walk 
through some of the more spooky 
constructions but the haul of sweets at the 
end of the evening made the scary 
moments worthwhile. The main 
impression of the event was that it was an 
inclusive, fun community activity. 
Anyone who wanted to opt out simply 
left their garden undecorated. 
 
Iôve never seen so many pumpkins in my 
life. Apparently according to Google 1.3 
billion pounds of pumpkins are supplied 
to the American market at this season - of 
which 80% end up in land fill. Isnôt it 
mad? 
 
There are plenty of potted 
chrysanthemums around as well. I 
remember seeing these en masse in 

cemeteries in France for All Hallows. 
There is a strong association between 
chrysanthemums and death in France and 
it is a faux pas to gift them on any other 
occasion. 
 
Apparently the Celtic tradition of 
Samhain on 31st October marked the 
beginning of winter and on that day the 
spirits were unsettled and active. The 
Catholic Church moved its All Saints 
celebration from May to 1st November in 
the 9th century so the pagan and religious 
traditions have become intertwined.  
Iôm interested to see how many of the 
trees are losing leaves here even with 
temperatures remaining in the mid 20s - a 
clear indication that day length is the 
main trigger for leaf drop. Iôm hoping 
that some leaves will still be on the trees 
when I get home.  
 
The first thing Iôm going to do is plant 
garlic. I have just discovered that a cold 
period is required to stimulate the plant to 
divide into cloves. If that doesnôt happen 
you end up with a single bulb like an 
onion. Talking of bulbs, I got a handful 
of saffron crocus bulbs (crocus sativus) 
this autumn which very quickly flowered 
and produced their enlarged red stigmas - 
about 3 per bulb. To harvest you hand 
pick these stigmas, place on a paper 
towel in a dark place to dry before storing 
in an airtight container.  
 
Anthony Withersôs photos, elsewhere in 
this edition, give us a reminder of the 
2024 Annual Show and preparations are 
already under way for next yearôs 60th 
Anniversary event. Itôs not too early to 
think about participating. The date of 
next yearôs show is 23rd August 2025. 
You are very welcome to come and join 
the organising group.  
 
The next meeting is on 5th March 2025 

at 7pm at the White Hart. 
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GREAT STAUGHTON 
W.I. 

 

In August, instead of our usual 
evening meeting, we met at 
Great Staughton Playing Fields in the 
afternoon for a picnic. It was a very hot 
day, but we sat in the shade and enjoyed 
a pleasant breeze.  We took our own 
sandwiches and were then treated to 
cakes and cups of tea or coffee by our 
committee.  We all had an enjoyable 
afternoon chatting, eating and drinking.  
Thank you to the committee for the 
delicious refreshments. 
 
For our September meeting we had our 
annual Harvest Supper. The committee 
members worked very hard to provide 
delicious food for us. We had a lovely 
cold spread which included quiches, 
meats, and a variety of salads. This was 
followed by an array of desserts 
including apple pie and a citrus bombe, 
all accompanied with cream. To wash it 
all down there was wine and soft drinks.  
It was a lovely evening of good food, 
good drink and good company. Thank 
you to the hardworking committee for 
providing such a wonderful meal. 
 
At the beginning of October Great 
Staughton WI hosted a WI walk. Twenty-
four ladies from WI groups in our region 
attended and enjoyed either a short or a 
long walk in and around Great Staughton.  
After the exertions they were treated to a 
lunch and a puppet show.  After worries 
about the atrocious weather (and the lack 
of water in the village the day before!) 
the sun shone (thankfully the water was 
reconnected) and everyone had a 
wonderful time. 
 
For our October meeting we had a talk 
entitled Millinery Magic by Alison 
Cooper.  She has been making hats for 
about ten years and believes they are a 

sculpture that sits on the head.  
Having an understanding of 
materials and the techniques 
used is vital and she showed us 
some of her creations which 

were absolutely beautiful. One of them 
depicted a beach scene; another had a 
needlefelt chameleon on it and she won a 
national design award for her beetle hat, 
which was amazingly lifelike. She was 
presented the prize of Ã1,500 by the Lord 
Mayor of London and also received two 
weeks work experience. Alison also 
studied at college and was taught by Zara 
Philipsôs hat maker. Alison likes to use 
sustainable materials and loves taking old 
hats apart (a lot of charity shop buys) and 
reusing the materials. There are a variety 
of materials that are used including wool 
felt; fur felt; sinamay (made from banana 
leaves); crinoline and leather. After this 
very informative talk we were all given a 
hair band and were tasked to create our 
own fascinators. Alison provided us all 
with feathers, buttons, material flowers 
etc. and gave us a few ideas of what to 
do. We all had a very creative time and 
thoroughly enjoyed the craft.  We were 
all allowed to take home our creations so 
look out for unique headwear being 
paraded in Great Staughton and Hail 
Weston! 
 
We have some amazing talks coming up 
in the next few months and we would 
love to share them with you. Our 
meetings are held on the second Tuesday 
of every month at Great Staughton 
Village Hall at 7.30pm. If you do fancy 
coming along you will receive a very 
warm welcome, a hot drink and maybe 
even some cake.  
 
For further details please contact our 
President, Barbara Wallis on 01480 
214582. 
 

Karen Larkins  
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DǊŜŀǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ {ŀƴǘŀ 
{ƭŜƛƎƘ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ нмǎǘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлнп 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ пǇƳ - уǇƳ όƛǎƘΗύ  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ {ŀƴǘŀ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ
όǊŜƴύΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƎǊŜŀǘǎǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴǎŀƴǘŀнлноϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǎƭƻǘΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŎƘƛƭŘόǊŜƴύǎ ƴŀƳŜόǎύ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŜόǎύΦ  
 

{ŀƴǘŀΩǎ ŜƭǾŜǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊƻǳǘŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ  
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ǎƻ ŀƭƭ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ му  

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜ ǝƳƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƭŜƛƎƘ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 

ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀƊŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΦ 
 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘǊƻǇ ȅƻǳǊ ǿǊŀǇǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ƻũ ŀǘ 9ƭŦ 
IŜŀŘǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŀǘ мл [ȅŜ /ƭƻǎŜΣ DǊŜŀǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴΣ ōȅ уǇƳ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ 
нл 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƛƊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǎƘƻŜōƻȄ ŀƴŘ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻ ƘƛƎƘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻǊ ōǊŜŀƪŀōƭŜ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ   
aŜǊǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΗ  

 
{ŀƴǘŀΩǎ {ƭŜƛƎƘ ƛǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aW{ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ 

ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŜǊǊȅ ōŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŜƭǾŜǎΦ  

mailto:greatstaughtonsanta2023@gmail.com
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The Perry 
Christmas 

 
As Christmas approaches there is so 
much that is happening in the village, 
but always remember that the church 
has a special invitation for all in the 
community to join in the celebration. 

 
First of all, we are looking forward to 
a ñSouper Carolò event. No, thatôs 
not a typo. On Monday 16th  

December we will hold an event 
that is not only a super carol event but 
also A SOUPER carol event. As will 
be widely known we have a  

regular drop in twice a month and it is 
good to see so many coming from the 

community.  
 

Following our regular Drop-In we 
will have soup and Carols from  
midday on. Please note this in your 
diary and have a super time at the 

Perry Baptist Church. 
 

Carol singing is going to feature quite 
a bit in the village. Plans are being 
made for carol singing around the 
village, the day and time will be  
decided soon, but if you wish to be a 
part of this village event then please 
contact me at 01480 700810. In  

addition there will be a Carol Service 
on Sunday 22nd December at 
10.30am to which all will be  

welcome. 
 

Finally, a special Christmas Day  
Service in the church at 10.30am. 
Of course, that will be 25th  

December. 
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We source local produce, support 
local business and invest in local 

people 
 

We have two family-run butchers shops. 
 

1 The Highway, Great Staughton, PE19 
5DA, 01480 509788 

 

2-4 New Street, St.Neots, PE19 1AE, 
01480 210800 

 

gilbertsbutchers@gmail.com 

PERRY DROP IN 
 

The Perry Drop In continues to be 
open to all twice a month.  

 
On the first and third Monday of the 
month Perry Baptist Church is open 
between 10am and Midday for any in 
the community to drop in for coffee, 
tea or hot chocolate and biscuits or 

toast.  
 

The Drop In is not intended to  be a 
fund raising event but an opportunity 
for the community to come together 

and support each other. 

.ŜŘŦƻǊŘ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ 
 

bŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мпǘƘ - нΦмрǇƳ 
{9w± ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ  
.ƭƻƻŘǊǳƴƴŜǊǎΣ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ  

aƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ 
ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎŀǾŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ōȅ 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǳǊƎŜƴǘƭȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ōƭƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎΦ 
                

{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōȅ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ  
±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ  {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ WƻƘƴ Dƛōǎƻƴ 

 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ  ммǘƘ - нΥмрǇƳ 

¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ Ψ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ǊŜŜƴŀŎǘƻǊǎ 
ǿƘƻ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ 
ŀǇƻǘƘŜŎŀǊȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΩ 
¢ƘŜȅ ŘǊŜǎǎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 

Wǳƭƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ±ŀƭŜǊƛŜ wǳǘƘŜǊŦƻǊŘΦ 
 

9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ bƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪΦ 
{Ƴŀƭƭ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦŜŜΦ 

 
aŜŜǝƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ŘŘƛǎƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜΣ 
YŜƳǇǎǘƻƴΦ bƻ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎΦ 
CƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ .Ŝǧȅ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 

ƻƴ лмпул усл пнмΦ 

mailto:gilbertsbutchers@gmail.com
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Perry W I  

Every Second Monday of 
the month at 7.30pm 

 

A 
ugust WI saw us sitting outside the 

Sailability Hut and looking across 

Grafham Water and thinking how 

lucky we all are to live in such a place with 

such friends. It was a perfect evening ï well, 

until about 8:45pm when the sun began to go 

down and the mozzies began to return home 

from a day of inflicting themselves on the 

general population to discover us on their 

doorstep and suddenly we wereé supper! As 

I write this five days later, I still have two 

bites which are itching and inflamed. Please 

visit us next August, Iôll be the one  wearing 

wellies, a full onesie and a bee-keeping mask.   

We sat, we chatted, we drank tea and wine 

and g&ts from those little individual tins 

(such a good idea) and even had some nibbles 

and cake. What more do you want from the 

second Monday evening of the month. The 

conversations were many and varied and I 

will attempt to pass on a few of the gems I 

heard for your entertainment, information and 

even education (we could rename ourselves 

the BBC couldnôt we). 

The first thing that I was offered when I 

arrived (clutching a bottle of pretend 

Prosecco) was a book. Now, I am a 

bibliophile, my TBR  (To Be Read) pile is 

bigger than me (thatôs how big a TBR pile 

should be, think a cellar of fine wines ï you 

need to be able to choose the one you want, 

not just the next on the pile) so when I arrive 

Kerry and I usually have a chat about what 

weôre reading or swap something or 

recommend something. All good. So, my dear 

friend thrusts a weighty tome into my 

welcoming mitt and says óHere, itôs from the 

Booker Long List. I think youôll like it. Itôs 

from five points-of-view. Just be careful 

because one of the characters doesnôt 

punctuate anything so...ô Stop right there! 

Doesnôt punctuate anything? What 

sort of heathen practice is that? I donôt 

think so, sunshine! And then, she goes 

on to tell Faye that it got a 1 out of 5 

for her. Yes, you heard it right, dear 

reader, ONE out of FIVE. Hmmmm, Iôll let 

you decide whether I accepted it... Clue ï take 

a glance in the Oxfam Book Shop in 

Huntingdon pretty soon and I bet you see it 

there. Nuff said. 

We talked about the Letchworth Splash Park 

and why there isnôt one in St Neots. It looks 

amazing. Itôs free, fun, family-orientated and 

the photos looked fab.  

We talked about where in the county has the 

best chips (Harbour View Cafe, Grafham 

Water), Jean assured us that the bottle of 

Citrus Gin she got from the Great Staughton 

monthly Craft and Food Market is the best 

sheôs ever had (I had a sip and I can verify 

that comment), we talked about portion sizes 

in America, a whole discussion about the heat 

in chillies (we had to Google which is the 

hottest, Iôll leave it to you to have that family 

discussion until you have to google it too), we 

talked about being weighed and then going for 

a blow-out meal. 

We talked about surgery and physiotherapy, 

being a twin, and lavender. We talked about 

the Olympics, hedgehogs, and warm toilet 

seats (donôt ask). 

So, in the spirit of the BBC/WI, I hope Iôve 

entertained you and here is a bit of education. 

Did you know that when a fish is caught and 

not adequately preserved or is improperly 

refrigerated, it can produce a bacterially 

generated toxin which then produces 

histamine? Even if the fish has been 

subsequently frozen, the toxins can remain in 

the fish and when thawed and cooked, this 

does not kill the toxins and, if eaten can 

produce an allergic-type reaction. Skin 

flushing, rash on top half of the body, 
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stomach ache and head ache may follow 

within 10-60 minutes. Itôs not lethal and 

without treatment, resolves itself in 12-48 

hours but is not pleasant (as our own member 

who suffered this attested to). It does not 

mean you are allergic to fish but if you taste 

some fish (there are over 100 fish which are 

susceptible including mackerel and tuna) 

which is peppery then donôt eat it!  

A 
nd so on to September and the 

intriguingly titled House of Spies (or 

Pink Gin Percy, Bonzo & Crommie). 

Roger Leivers filled us in on events which 

happened at Farm Hall in Godmanchester, (on 

West Street on the main road to Offord). The 

house is a large, comfortable residence with 

extensive rear grounds stretching for ı mile. 

In the early 1940s there were residents at the 

house being looked after by Mrs Togood... but 

in the Summer of 1942 they were all sent 

away. Things were afoot! Farm Hall was to 

become a spy school and went on to play an 

important part in the War Effort. 

The team leader was Wing Commander Percy 

Cautley Nasmyth Shaw conveniently known 

as PGP or Pink Gin Percy with Wing 

Commander Bruce Bonsey (Bonzo) as his 2nd 

in command. The team worked in secret 

isolation training agents to be dropped into 

France to assist with the return of individuals 

from occupied territory. Nearby Offord Hill 

House was a listening station & Gibraltar 

Farm, Tempsford Air Field was used to fly the 

agents into France. 

Military personnel or escapers who found 

themselves in northern France trying to get 

back to Britain were helped by a chain of 

agents which stretched down to The Pyrenees. 

From there they may have headed to Gibraltar 

or Lisbon. The shorter journey via the English 

Channel was obviously not an option due to 

the heavily fortified beaches. The agents were 

constantly risking their own lives and their 

bravery was unbelievable. A few agents were 

named. Peggy Van Lier and Jimmy Langley 

played their part and did return to England 

after the war ended. Jeannette Giuyot took the 

lead during Operation Sussex. 

Another agent who needs a mention is Vadim 

Groenovich, a white Russian who spent two 

and a half years in solitary confinement in a 

prisoner of war camp. After the war he came 

to Britain and when he recovered from his 

ordeal he became a British citizen, going on 

to work for the British Embassy and the BBC. 

A nice link to this man is that Roger Leivers 

knows his son. 

What about Crommie I hear you say. 

Crommie was Cautleyôs dog and could easily 

be called the first therapy dog. He had a 

natural ability to go and sit with agents who 

returned from highly traumatic operations, 

staying with them until their stress levels 

came down. A clever dog! There is a small 

monument at Farm Hall which reads 

óCrommie, Saturday 8th June 2019. Never to 

be forgotten.ô 

Roger Leivers has written two books about 

WW2, óGodmanchester at Warô telling this 

story of Farm Hall and óStirling to Essenô a 

true story of a bomber command crew from 

RAF Alconbury. 

Thank you Roger, your talk was a real insight 

into the dedicated work of local people 

towards the secret war effort. 

S 
o a non-raining October rolled around 

and we were reminded about the Food 

Bank collection in November (bring 

something Christmassy), bulb planting on 

Saturday (I know this is in the past as you 

read this but hopefully it will give you a little 

fizz of pleasure being reminded that you 

helped make our village spectacular in the 

Spring), and that on 25 June 2025 we will be 

taking part in a Fashion Show with Eaton 

Belles WI at the United Reform Church in St 
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Neots. More of that in future issues but it 

sound fab doesnôt it.  

And so to our speaker. Bill Hamilton, BBC 

News Correspondent ï The Man on the Spot.  

Bill was a journalist and broadcaster for over 

60 years and travelled the world visiting 

everywhere from gold and marble palaces to 

dingy prison cells. Bill started with a short 

foray into how technology has changed our 

lives and the difference between the quality of 

recording nowadays on a basic iPhone to the 

steel boxes of heavy equipment that he and his 

crew had to heave around the world to send 

their reports back home.   

He spoke of the Good Old Days when boys 

werenôt taught shorthand and typing at school 

but had to learn it quick if they went into 

journalism. He needed to do shorthand 

(described as his nemesis) at 200 words per 

minute as that is about the speed that people 

speak and asked if anyone could match that. 

Of course we had one, so Debbie got a 

smattering of applause and a few óooo I sayôs. 

Well done Debbie, I always think itôs nice to 

impress our guests. Typing was a breeze (he 

called up a slide of an old Olivetti typewriter 

to several óWe had one of them!ô) that is until 

you made a mistake of course and then thereôs 

all the faff of carbon paper and TippEx. 

Remember that? There followed a short 

interlude on the QWERTY keyboard ï never 

outdone and I must admit that if I didnôt have 

my beloved laptop (her name is Veronica... 

Marvel fans might know why) you just would 

not be getting these reports. I kid you not. 

Bill was born in Dundee - city of jam 

(marmalade was made there after an 

adventurous lad took a load of shipwrecked 

oranges to his mam to boil up), Jute (at its 

height there were 100 jute mills in Dundee) 

and Journalism (titles published there included 

The Beano and The Peopleôs Friend). He 

didnôt enjoy school overly much and after 

becoming Scotlandôs youngest referee at age 

15, went on to start as a cub reporter on the 

Fife Herald in 1962 being paid a heady sum of 

Ã5.10 shillings for a 6-day week. He loved 

reporting on the local town councils and their 

great civic pride ï until Edward Heath 

abolished them in Scotland. He went onto be 

Chief Sports Correspondent on The Northern 

Daily Mail before moving to Tyne Tees 

Television. He tells of waiting the 20 minutes 

to do his report to camera and getting 

increasingly nervous until the head 

Newsreader told him óThis is a personal 

medium. We may have 4 million viewers but 

they are not together, they are in groups of 2 

or 3 in front of their television. So shoulders 

up, deep breath, straight into the camera lens 

and speak to the most beautiful girl in the 

world.ô Bill then showed us a photo of Sophia 

Loren... and Iôm sure she was very interested 

in how Accrington Stanley were doing in the 

cup. 

Various jobs and scoops followed and 

eventually Bill was sent on a monthôs 

secondment to the BBC in London in 1979. 

Angela Rippon, Kenneth Kendall, Richard 

Whitmore, Richard Baker (the Old Guard in 

Billôs words) were all there. Nevertheless, 

nothing much was going on: Jim Callahan was 

back from a boring conference so Bill 

interviewed Bob Hope and did a piece on the 

Centenary of the Salvation Army óWar Cryô! 

Then on his second last night he was just 

metres away from the explosion which killed 

the Shadow Secretary of State for Northern 

Ireland, Airy Neave. Bill had a full crew with 

him so was immediately on the spot to report.  

Bill was taken on by the BBC as a network 

reporter and covered major news and sporting 

events but says that the most fulfilling story 

was about the Albanian dictator Enver Hoxha. 

Hoxha tricked his people into thinking they 

had a high standard of living, had a million 

military pill boxes constructed across the 

country, jailed or executed 10% of the 

population and kept the people neglected and 
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starving. In 1991, Bill and his cameraman 

were the first western television crew to gain 

free access before the fall of the dictatorship. 

Their coverage was substantial and the 

international aid effort reached Ã10 million in 

the first 6 weeks. He was assisted by the then 

Duchess of York who was barely recognised 

but who pulled her sleeves up and mucked in 

with the work, and Norman Wisdom who was 

very popular in Albania as the one of the few 

film stars known there ï apparently Hoxha 

couldnôt work out the political message in his 

work! 

He was awarded the óOrder of Mother 

Teresaô (she is Albanian) which is the 

countryôs highest civilian award, given to him 

by the lady herself. She told him óIt is not how 

much we do or give, it is how much love we 

showô.   

Bill, with his soft clear Scottish accent, was a 

passionate, amusing speaker with a full hourôs 

worth of  interesting facts and fun, he 

reminded us of some of the huge events of the 

last 50odd years and left us musing about the 

future. Thank you Bill.  

This episode in the life of Perry WI was 

written by Liz and Sylvia.  
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hǳǊ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ²ŀƭƪǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿŀƭƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ 
ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ŀŎǝǾŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ IǳƴǝƴƎŘƻƴǎƘƛǊŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 
ǇŀŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀƭƪŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ 

ǿŀƭƪ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ ²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ²ŀƭƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǿŀƭƪ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŬǊǎǘ ŀƛŘ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘΦ 
aƻǎǘ ǿŀƭƪǎ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ о ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǎǘ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ м ƘƻǳǊΦ ²ŀƭƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ƧƻƛƴΣ 

ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ 
 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪΤ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǘǳǊƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ мл-мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘŀǊǘ ǝƳŜΦ 

 

CƻǊ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǿŀƭƪǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ IǳƴǝƴƎŘƻƴǎƘƛǊŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ όŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ 
ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ {ǘ bŜƻǘǎΣ IǳƴǝƴƎŘƻƴΣ {ǘ LǾŜǎΣ wŀƳǎŜȅ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀȄƭŜȅύΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǾƛǎƛǘΥ 

ǿǿǿΦƘǳƴǝƴƎŘƻƴǎƘƛǊŜΦƎƻǾΦǳƪκƭŜƛǎǳǊŜκǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ-ǿŀƭƪǎκ 
 

hƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŬƴŘ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŀōƭŜ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƪǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴǎΦ  

 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƭŜŀƅŜǘ ƭƛǎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƻŦ ǿŀƭƪǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ DǊŜŀǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ {ǳǊƎŜǊȅΦ  

5!¢9 ¢La9 ²![Y b!a9 a99¢LbD thLb¢ 

²ŜŘ пǘƘ 
5ŜŎ 

н ǇƳ Dw!CI!a [!Y9{L59 /ƛƴƴŀƳƻƴ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪΣ 
DǊŀŪŀƳ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ 

CǊƛ млǘƘ 
Wŀƴ 

н ǇƳ 5L[[LbD¢hb {¢wh[[ DǊŜŀǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ /ŀǊ 
tŀǊƪ 

CǊƛ омǎǘ 
Wŀƴ 

мл ŀƳ Dw!CI!a t9ww¸ 
²![Y 

hǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ²ƘŜŀǘǎƘŜŀŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ƘƻǳǎŜΣ tŜǊǊȅ 

²ŜŘ рǘƘ 
CŜō 

мл ŀƳ Dw!CI!a [!Y9{L59 /ƛƴƴŀƳƻƴ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪΣ 
DǊŀŪŀƳ 

aƻƴ нпǘƘ 
aŀǊ 

мл ŀƳ Y¸a{L59 {!¦b¢9w DǊŜŀǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ /ŀǊ 
tŀǊƪ 

²ŜŘ нсǘƘ 
aŀǊ 

н ǇƳ Dw!CI!a t9ww¸ 
²![Y 

hǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ²ƘŜŀǘǎƘŜŀŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ƘƻǳǎŜΣ tŜǊǊȅ 
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{t!/9{ !±!L[!.[9 ŀǘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ 
{ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ DƛǊƭ DǳƛƭŘŜǎ    

 

{Ƴŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǎƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǇ 
ƴƻǿΗ 

 
²Ƙȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ DǳƛŘŜΚ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
DLw[{ /!b 5h !b¸¢ILbDΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΗ ²Ŝ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜΣ ǘǊȅ ƴŜǿ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƴŜǿ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŀ 
ǘŜŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ  

 
!ƴŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭΣ ²9 I!±9 C¦bΗΗ   
¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
ƭƛƪŜ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ƳƻǾƛŜ ϧ ǇƛȊȊŀ 
ƴƛƎƘǘΣ 5L¸ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎǊŀƊǎ ϧ 
ƎŀƳŜǎΦ  aŀȅōŜ ŜǾŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƳƻǊŜǎΗ   

 
hǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƎŜŘ мл-мпΦ ¢ƻ 
ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 

ǿǿǿΦƎƛǊƭƎǳƛŘƛƴƎΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ΨLƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
- wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΦΩ  Cƛƭƭ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ 
ǘƻǳŎƘΦ hǊΣ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ [ƛƴŘȅ .ƻǊƴƳŀƴ ŀǘ 
CD{DǳƛŘŜǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ  

[ƛŦŜ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΗ 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ǇƭŜŀΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ ǎƻΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ  

 

!ƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǎǝƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƻũŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǳǇ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ 
ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǝƳŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀǊŜΥ 
пл-пл-мл  
смпрутлм 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ Ƴȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƻǎǝƴƎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǧŜǊōƻȄ ƛǎ см 
.ŜŀŎƘŀƳǇǎǘŜŀŘ wƻŀŘΦ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎΦ 

 

5ƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜǊǎ ƛƴ 
[ƛŦŜΣ ƳŜƴǝƻƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǳƴŘ 
ǘƘŜƳΦ !ƴŘΣ ƛŦ ŀƴȅ ŀŘǾŜǊǝǎŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ǘƘŜƴ 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ǎǝƭƭ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

ƴŜŜŘǎ ȅƻǳΦ 
 

LŦ ŀƴȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ 

ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀǘ  

ǎǘŜǾŜŀƴŘƘŜƭŜƴϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻΦǳƪΦ 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ǎǝƭƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ 

ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇΦ 
 

 IŜƭŜƴ 
[ƛŦŜ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 

mailto:steveandhelen@hotmail.co.uk
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Photos from the Great Staughton Horticultural Show  
August 24th 2024 
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