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9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ    
wƻō ¸ƻǳƴƎ - ¢ŜƭΥ  лмпул услтфф 

 

9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ 9Ƴŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎΥ  
wƻōΥ ǊƧΦȅƻǳƴƎϪƭƛǾŜΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

 
/ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΥ  

bƛŎƻƭŜ ¸ŀǘŜǎΥ лмпул услсмс 
 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΥ  
IŜƭŜƴ DƭŀƴǾƛƭƭŜΥ  лттпр фнлнмп 

9ƳŀƛƭΥ  
ǎǘŜǾŜŀƴŘƘŜƭŜƴϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

 

/ƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΥ 
wƻōΥ н aŀƴƻǊ /ƭƻǎŜΣ Dǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ 

 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΥ 
IŜƭŜƴ DƭŀƴǾƛƭƭŜΥ см .ŜŀŎƘŀƳǇǎǘŜŀŘ 
wƻŀŘΣ Dǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴΣ t9мф р5· 

 

5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ǘŜŀƳ Ŏƻ-ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎΥ  
  {ǘŜǾŜ .ŜƴƴŜǧ όDǘ {ǘΦύ ¢ŜƭΥ лмпул 

усмснс 
 нф .ŜŀŎƘŀƳǇǎǘŜŀŘ wŘ 

[ƛȊ ϧ aƛƪŜ 5ƛǾŜ όtŜǊǊȅύ ¢ŜƭΥ лмпул 
уммсос - с wƻǳƴŘƘƻǳǎŜ 5ǊƛǾŜ 

 
 

tǊƛƴǘŜŘ ōȅ tŜǘŜǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘ tǊƛƴǘ 
ǇŜǘŜǊōƻǊƻǳƎƘ-ǇǊƛƴǘΦŎƻΦǳƪκ 

лмтоо софноп 

This magazine is produced by  
volunteers. Running costs are met by 
donations from organisations,  
generous readers and advertising  
revenue. The Management and  
Editorial Committee do not  

necessarily agree with, or support, the 
views expressed in the  

magazine. 

 

Autumn Edition 
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5ŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ 5ƛŀǊȅΧΦΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦtŀƎŜ п 

9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bŀǧŜǊΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦtŀƎŜ р 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ bƻǝŎŜǎΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦtŀƎŜǎ с ς ф 

DǘΦ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ .ƻƻƪ /ƭǳōΦΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦtŀƎŜ мл 

I²²DD tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ мн 

DǘΦ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ IƻǊǘ{ƻŎ [ŜǧŜǊΧΦΧΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ мо 

{ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ¢ƻǳǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦtŀƎŜ мп 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ±W 5ŀȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ мр 

DǘΦ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ ²ΦLΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦΦΦtŀƎŜ мс 

tŜǊǊȅ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ мт 

DǘΦ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ DǳƛŘŜǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ нл 

²ŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ²ŀƭƪǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧtŀƎŜ нл 

DǘΦ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ [ƛƳŜ ¢ǊŜŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ нн 

bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΦtŀƎŜ но 

tŜǊǊȅ ²ΦLΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ нп 

wŜƅŜŎǝƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŜ aŀƎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ нт 

{ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ CŜǘŜΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦtŀƎŜ нф 

[ƛŦŜ aŀƎ 9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭǎ hǾŜǊ ¢ƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊǎΧΧΦΦtŀƎŜ ол 

YƛƳōƻƭǘƻƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ƛƴŜƳŀΧΧΧΧΦΦtŀƎŜ от 

tŜǊǊȅ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ aƛƴǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦtŀƎŜ оф 

{ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ [ŜǧŜǊΧΧΦΦΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦtŀƎŜ по 

{ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΧΧΧΦtŀƎŜ пп - пр 

tŜǊǊȅ .ŀǇǝǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ [ŜǧŜǊΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦtŀƎŜ пт 

wƻōΩǎ [ƛŦŜ aŀƎ {ƛƎƴ-hũΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧtŀƎŜ пу 

/ƭǳōǎ ϧ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘǎΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦtŀƎŜ рл 

¦ǎŜŦǳƭ ¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ bǳƳōŜǊǎΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦtŀƎŜ рм 



tŀƎŜ п 

 

 
 
R 

 

 
 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 

Thursday 4th:   Great Staughton Neighbourhood Plan Referenduméé...Page 23 
Sunday 7th:      Remembering VJ DayééééééééééééééPage 15  
Saturday 13th: Perry Garage Saleééééééééééééééé...Page 6 
Saturday 13th: St. Andrewôs Church Feteéééééééééééé..Page 29 
Friday 19th:    Kimbolton Community Cinemaéééééééééé..Page 37 
Saturday 27th: St. Andrewôs Church Tourééé.éééééééééPage 14 
Sunday 28th:   Harvest Services, Perry Baptist Churché.ééééééPage 15   
 
OCTOBER 
 

Saturday 4th:   Pick Up For Perryééééééééééééééé...Page 7 
Saturday 11th: GS HortSoc Garden Talkéééééééééééé...Page 13 
Saturday 11th: McMillan Coffee Morning, Perry Baptist Churchééé.Page 15 
 
NOVEMBER 
 

Saturday 8th:  Buckden Repair Caf®éééééééééééé.éé..Page 28 
Sunday 9th:     Perry Rememberséééééééééééééé.é...Page 17 

Great Staughton Parish Council Meetings 2025 
18 September and  13 November.  

Dw9!¢ {¢!¦DI¢hb t!±L[Lhb Υ   LŘŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴϥǎ ǇŀǊǝŜǎΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŜǘŎΦ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ 
ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŬŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǝŜǎκƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΥ ϻол 

ŦƻǊ ŀ о ƘƻǳǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ {ǇƻǊǘǎΩ ǳǎŜ  - ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ Ŏƭǳō ϧ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ Ŏƭǳō - ϻнс ǇŜǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ    
CƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ  DƛƭŜǎ .Ǌƛǧŀƛƴ ςлттпл сптонн

 

Dw9!¢ {¢!¦DI¢hb ±L[[!D9 I![[ Υ  bŜŜŘ ŀ ǾŜƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΥ- ǇŀǊǝŜǎΣ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎǎΣ 
ōǊƛƴƎ ϧ ōǳȅ ǎŀƭŜǎΚ  aƻŘŜǎǘ ǊŀǘŜǎΣ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ Ŝŀǎȅ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎΦ  

CƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ ǊƛƴƎ ±ƛŎƪȅ DƻƭŘǎƳƛǘƘ Υ лттоф псфнпо 

aƻōƛƭŜ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ нлнр ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ 

/ƘƛŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ²ŀȅΣ tŜǊǊȅ ммΥмрŀƳ ς мнΥлрǇƳΦ ¢ƘŜ /ŀǳǎŜǿŀȅΣ Dǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ нǇƳ ς нΥолǇƳ  

Perry Parish Council Meetings 2025 
  

7pm-9pm. At the moment all meetings to be held in the Grafham Water Sailability  
Clubhouse. 



tŀƎŜ р 

 

Hello everyone,  
 

Well, here we are. After almost five decades, and nearly 600 editions, 
the Great Staughton & Perry Life Magazine is officially closing.  
 
Youõll notice this final issue is a bit bigger than usual, and all colour too. And I hope 
you like the special cover as well  - it took me quite a while to put together! I knew it 
made sense keeping all those old magazine files...  
 
Iõve written a proper goodbye letter at the back of the magazine, and weõve had 
pieces from Bob Jewell, Anthony Withers, and a few little lovely messages from our 
contributors talking about Life.  
 
I would just like to say here that I feel genuinely honoured to have played a little part 
in the history of this beloved magazine, and it was actually quite sad putting together 
this issue. I hope you enjoy reading this packed Autumn 2025 edition. Itõs lovely to see 
so many events happening in our ôDates for your Diaryõ. 
 

       This issue was edited by Rob 

tŜǊǊȅ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎ 
  

9ƭŜŀƴƻǊ !ōōǎ ό/ƘŀƛǊύ 
ŜƭŜŀƴƻǊΦŀōōǎϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ  

 

{ƘŜƛƭŀ .ǊƛƎƘǘƻƴ ό±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊύ 
{ƘŜƛƭŀΦōǊƛƎƘǘƻƴϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

 

Yŀȅ 5ŀǊōȅ  
ƪŀȅΦŘŀǊōȅϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

 

/ƘǊƛǎ WƻƴŜǎ  
ŎƘǊƛǎΦƧƻƴŜǎϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

 

bƛƎŜƭ bƻƻƴ  
ŎƭŜǊƪϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ  

 

9ƳƳŀ tǊŜǿ   
ŜƳƳŀΦǇǊŜǿϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

 

Wƻ {ƘƛǊǊŜũǎ  
ƧƻΦǎƘƛǊǊŜũǎϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

 

t!wL{I /[9wY - 9¦D9b9 {aL¢I 
ŎƭŜǊƪϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

¢ŜƭΥ лттуфр молфл 
!ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ н ¢ƘŜ 5ǊƛǾŜΣ tŜǊǊȅΣ /!a.{Φ t9ну л{· όƴƻ 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎŀƭƭŜǊǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜύΦ 
 

aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ǿǿǿΦǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ   

  
DǊŜŀǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎ 

 wƻōŜǊǘ WŜǿŜƭƭ ό/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴύΧΧΦΧΦлтумн тнрсул 
 ƎǘǎǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƘŀƛǊϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 

  
 bƛŎƻƭŜ ¸ŀǘŜǎ ό±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊύΦΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧуслсмс 
  
 IŜƭŜƴ DƭŀƴǾƛƭƭŜΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧлттпр фнлнмп 
  
 [ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜ DƻƻŘȅΧΧΧΦΦΧΧΧΧΧΦΦлтурр унслфс 
 

 WŀƳŜǎ 5ǳōŜǊƭȅΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΦуслолр  
 

 IŜƭŜƴ IƻǇǇŜǊǘƻƴΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦлтунр мспруу 
 

 DƛƭŜǎ .ǊƛǧŀƛƴΧΦΧΧΦΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦлттпл сптонн 
 

 ²ƛƭƭ aǳƳŦƻǊŘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧлттпм спропр   
 

 5ŀǾƛŘ aƻƻǊŜΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦусммфр 
 

 Wƻ wǳǎǎŜƭ ό/ƭŜǊƪύΧΧΧΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦΦлтуут пумфрп  
 

 9ƳŀƛƭΥ Dǘ{ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴtŀǊƛǎƘ/ƭŜǊƪϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 
 

aƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ  
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ  

ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ƎǊŜŀǘǎǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴǇŎΦƻǊƎΦǳƪ 

mailto:GtStaughtonParishClerk@outlook.com


tŀƎŜ с 

 

Perry Coffee  
Morning  

We meet in the  

Harbour View  

Restaurant at 10:30 - 

12 noon every Wednesday for 

tea,  coffee, and a good chat.  

 

We have cars available if walking 

is too much We would love to see 

more people join us.  

 

Call Joan Magee on 07785 

221993 for more details. 

Treasurers Corner 
 

Hello for the last time.   
 

I can only thank everyone who 
has ever donated to our 

magazine or popped in those 
Pots.   

 
Thanks to all the editors who 
have kept us going.  It has been 
an honour and a privilege.   

 
Take care everyone.   

 

Helen  

DǊŜŀǘ {ǘŀǳƎƘǘƻƴ  
Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŘŜŬōǊƛƭƭŀǘƻǊ 

LǘΩǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ Iŀƭƭ  
ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜΦ 

 
Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭŀǊƳŜŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƛƎƴƻǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƻǇŜƴ ƛǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ  
ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƻŘŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻǇŜƴ όƳǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻŘŜ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ффф ǎƻ 
ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎŀƭƭŜǊύΦ 

 
LŦ ƛƴ ŘƻǳōǘΣ ǳǎŜ ƛǘΗ Lǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ  
ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ ƛǘ 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ŀ ǎƘƻŎƪ ƛŦ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ  

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ моǘƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнр 
млŀƳ -нǇƳ 

 
aŜŜǘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭƭ 
ǘƘŜƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƴǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ   

 
5ǊƻǇ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ 

ŎƭŜǊƪϪǇŜǊǊȅǇŀǊƛǎƘŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦƎƻǾΦǳƪ ōȅ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘ нфǘƘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ǎŀƭŜ ƳŀǇΦ 
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.ȅǘŜǎ /ŀŦŞ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ 
млŀƳ ǘƻ мн-олǇƳ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ  
CǊƛŘŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {Ƴŀƭƭ Iŀƭƭ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ  
aŀƴŘŜǾƛƭƭŜ IŀƭƭΣ YƛƳōƻƭǘƻƴΦ 

 

hǳǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ  
ŎƻƳǇǳǝƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ  
ǎƛƳǇƭŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΦ 

 

²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜΣ 
ŜƴƭŀǊƎŜ !п ǘƻ !о ŀƴŘ ƭŀƳƛƴŀǘŜ  
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ǇƻǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ŀ  
ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǇǊƛŎŜΦ 

 

5ǊƻǇ ōȅΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻũŜŜ ƻǊ ǘŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎ  
Lŀƴ DŀǊŘƴŜǊ - /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜǎƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ 

ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎΥ 
ƛŀƴΦƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊϪŎŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜǎƘƛǊŜΦƎƻǾΦǳƪ ŀƴŘ 
ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛǎ лтфтл смопфуΦ 

 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ /ŀǿƭŜȅ - IǳƴǝƴƎŘƻƴǎƘƛǊŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎΥ 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΦΦŎŀǿƭŜȅϪƘǳƴǝƴƎŘƻƴǎƘƛǊŜΦƎƻǾΦǳƪ 
ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛǎ лтфнр тпммст 

 

Farm House Holidays - For Dogs 
 

Prefer not to use 
boarding kennels? 

 
Competitive rates 
For  a unique service 

 01480 860330  
 

 

 
Or  e-mail at 

 

 
 
 
 
 

síÎ÷ ĥē æĆĖ sÙĖĖĴ 
 

Please come along for an hour or so 
to help give our village a clean and 
keep it looking beautiful.   

 
We will be litter-picking around Perry 

and along the footpaths  
between 11am and 12 noon.  

 
Saturday 4th October 2025 
Meet at 11am outside The  

Wheatsheaf pub 
**Please note the later start time** 
 
Please bring your own gloves.   

Litter-picking sticks, high vis tabards 
and bin bags will be provided.  

  
For any further information please 
contact Fay Wheatcroft, 16 Rose 
Croft, Perry on 01480 810734 
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St Andrew's  
Church 

100 Club Draw 
 

 

June 2025 
 

Prize     No  Name 
Ã200é...21éééMrs Jo Reid 
 

Ã100é...31éééMr G Gilbert 
 

Ã50éé.47éééMr G Westcott 
 

Ã25éé.77éééMr Robert Gray 
 

Ã15éé.72éééMrs S Fory 
 

Ã10éé.16éééMr J Duberly 
 
 

July 2025 
 

Prize     No  Name 
Ã50éé.33éééSue Bream 
 

Ã25éé.90éééJohnathan Brown 
 

Ã15éé.41éééKev Bream 
 

Ã10éé.87éééJanet Perrett 
 
 

August 2025 
 

Prize     No  Name 
Ã50éé..71éé..Mrs Ivy Sturgeon 
 

Ã25éé..23é..Mrs Elizabeth Wetzel 
 

Ã15éé100éé..Jill Ackroyd 
 

Ã10éé..28éé..Mrs L Rowe 
 
 

 
Congratulations to all the  

winners! 

Kym Valley Carpet  
Bowls Club 

Gt Staughton Village Hall 
Club nights Tuesday and Friday 

7pm to 9.30pm 
 

The Kym Valley Bowls Club is as active as 
ever in the Village Hall on Tuesday and Friday 

evenings at 7pm. 
 

If youõve been a bit hesitant about the game 
you might be pleasantly surprised at the 

deceptive simplicity of the game.  
 

Plus good company, a warm village hall, tea 
and biscuits and a bar of chocolate for the 

winners.  

 

Anthony Withers  
Chairman, KVCBC  

01480 861224 
aw.staughton@gmail.com 
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Martin Bowen 
 

Janet and family would like to 
thank everyone for their kindness 
following the sad loss of Martin to 

cancer in May.  
 

Your cards, messages, calls and  
flowers meant a great deal to us 

all.  
 

Thanks also to Great Staughton  
surgery for their care and  

understanding during this difficult 
time. 

Life magazine ï journeyôs 
end (sadly) 

 

L 
ife Magazine has been the 
lifeblood of the village 
since it was founded nearly 

half a century ago.  
 
It has kept us posted on events in 
the village, included reviews of 
various activities like the  
Staughton Stagers performances 
and the events organised by the 
Community Association (both of 
fond memory).  
 
I have a special reason for  
remembering Life magazine: 
about 40 years ago I began  
submitting a column entitled  
Snippets of History which  
eventually developed into my 
book Great Staughton and its  
People (still available by the way).  
 
None of this would have possible 
without the skill and commitment 
of our editors Rob and Shaun who 
did a magnificent job over the 
years of bringing out a packed 
magazine on time every month. 
 
In short, Life was an indispensable 
guide to Great Staughton life.  
 

Anthony Withers 
aw.staughton@gmail.com 
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  ¢ƘŜ 9ŀǘƻƴΩǎ    

 

* LƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƴƎ 
* 9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ϧ ǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
* DǳǧŜǊ ŎƭŜŀƴǎΣ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ϧ  
       ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ 
* {ǳǇǇƭȅ ϧ Ŭǘ ¦t±/ ŦŀǎŎƛŀǎ ϧ ǎƻŶǘǎ 
* CŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ϧ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ 
* tŀǝƻǎΣ ǇŀǘƘǎ ϧ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅǎ 
* DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 
 

tǳōƭƛŎ [ƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ LƴǎǳǊŜŘ 
.ǳȅ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻƴŬŘŜƴŎŜ {ŎƘŜƳŜ 
¢ǊŀŘƛƴƎ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ 
/ǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ wŜŎƻǊŘ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ 

 

¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΥ  лмпул плсмол 
aƻōƛƭŜΥ  лттму фртнум 

Dw9!¢ 
{¢!¦DI¢hb  
±L[[!D9 
.hhY /[¦. 

 
 

óAutumn é the yearôs last, 
loveliest smileô 

William Cullen Bryant 
  

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ !ǳǘǳƳƴ 
ŬǊŜΣ ƅǳũȅ ǎƭƛǇǇŜǊǎΣ ŀ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǇ 
όǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǘǎ ŎǳǊƭŜŘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƛǘύ ŀƴŘ 
ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ  
 
hǳǊ {ǳƳƳŜǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƘǳƎŜ 
ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ 
ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻƭŘΦ  
 
Ψ5ƻǇǇŜƭƎŀƴƎŜǊΩ ōȅ bŀƻƳƛ YƭŜƛƴ ǿŀǎ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ Lǘ ŘǿŜƭǘ ƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ Ƙƻǿ 
ǿŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ǎŜŜ ǳǎΦ  
 
Lƴ WǳƭȅΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ Ψ¦ƴŘŜǊŎǳǊǊŜƴǘΩ ōȅ 
.ŀǊƴŜȅ bƻǊǊƛǎΦ Lǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 9Ř ŀƴŘ 
ƘƻǿΣ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ƘŜ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƎƛǊƭ 
ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŘǊƻǿƴƛƴƎΦ !ǎ 9Ř  ƳǳŘŘƭŜǎ Ƙƛǎ 
ǿŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭƛŦŜ ƘŜ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭ ƘŜ 
ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǾŜƭΦ L ƭƻǾŜŘ ƛǘΦ 
 
hǳǊ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ōƻƻƪΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ [ƻǎǘ .ƻƻƪǎƘƻǇΩ ōȅ 
9ǾƛŜ ²ƻƻŘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǜǳƭΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ 
ŜƴŎƘŀƴǝƴƎ ǘŀƭŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƳŀƎƛŎ ŀƴŘ  
ǎŜƭŦ-ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ  
 
.ŜƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ōƻƻƪ Ŏƭǳō ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ 
Ƴȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ς ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ 
ōƻƻƪǎ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƧŜǿŜƭǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀ Řǳƭƭ 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
 

.ƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ нлнр 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΥ 

! aŀƴ /ŀƭƭŜŘ hǾŜ ōȅ CǊŜŘǊƛƪ 
.ŀŎƪƳŀƴ 

 

hŎǘƻōŜǊΥ 
[Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ōȅ Lŀƴ aŎ9ǿŀƴ 

 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΥ  
5ŜƳƻƴ /ƻǇǇŜǊƘŜŀŘ ōȅ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 

YƛƴƎǎƻƭǾŜǊ 
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The White Hart 
56 The Highway,  

Gt. Staughton 
PE19 5DA 

Tel: 01480 861131 
Good home-made,  
honest pub food now  

being served 
 
 
 

Thursday: 12pm - 2pm.  6:30pm - 9pm 
   Friday: 12pm - 2pm.    6:30pm - 9pm 

Saturday: 12 noon - 9pm 
Sunday:   12 noon - 3pm 

 

ôWe look forward to welcoming 
you soon.õ 

Hugh & Mary 

Family Fun in St.  
Andrewôs Church, Gt. 

Staughton 
 
Every Friday 9am to 
10:30am during term 

time 
 

This is for all babies and toddlers  
accompanied by an adult. It Includes tea, 
coffee, juice and biscuits. Play time with 
a story and singing.  
 

Please come and join in the relaxed  
atmosphere and get to know other parents 
while the children. 
 

Suggested donation Ã1.  
 

Just turn up or if you would like more 
information contact Sylvia on 01480 

812022 

Hail Weston Wildlife and 
Gardening Group 

 
Meetings take place in Hail Weston 
Village Hall at 7: 15pm for a 
7:30pm start. Unless otherwise  

stated events cost Ã1 for members and 
Ã3 for non-members. Tea/Coffee/
glass of wine/biscuits are available at 

meetings for a voluntary  
donation. 

 

See our 2025 programme on page 12. 
We would love for you to come and 

join us. 
 

For more information and to book 
please email the  

Secretary at hwwgg@yahoo.com 

t9ww¸ .hhY {²!t 
 

/ŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ōƛōƭƛƻǇƘƛƭŜǎΦ 
tŜǊǊȅ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ  
Ƙŀǎ  ŀ ōƻƻƪ ǎǿŀǇ ŦƻǊ  
ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΣΩ 
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ 
ōƻƻƪǎ ȅƻǳ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇΣ ǘŀƪŜ 
ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǎǿŀǇ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎΣ  
ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƘ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƎǊŜŜƴΦ tǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƛŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŎŀǘŎƘŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜΣ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘΗ 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪǎΣ 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜǊƪΣ 
9ǳƎŜƴŜ {ƳƛǘƘ όŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ рύΦ 

IŀǇǇȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΗ 

mailto:hwwgg@yahoo.com
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Hail Weston Wildlife and Gardening Group -  
Programme for 2025 

Date Title/
Speaker 

Description 

September 2nd, 
Tuesday 7.30pm 
Village Hall 

Animal Safari Safari STU will bring snakes,  
lizards, mini beasts and mammals 
for petting. Children will be  
welcome, at no cost when  
accompanied by an adult. 

October 7th, 
Tuesday 7.30pm 
Village Hall  

House plants A talk from a representative of 
Notcutts. Raffle including Ã25 
Garden voucher, Refreshments 
available for a donation.  

November 4th, 
Tuesday 7.30pm 
Village Hall  

Gardening with 
a Changing  
Climate 

A talk by Geoff Hodge on  
Gardening in a Global  

Greenhouse.Raffle including Ã25 
Garden voucher, Refreshments 
available for a donation.  

December 2nd, 
Tuesday 7.30pm, 
Village Hall 

Christmas  
Social 

Open to members only  
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GREAT  
STAUGHTON  

HORTICULTURAL  
SOCIETY 

 

G 
ardens are a bit like pets - requiring 
feeding, watering and attention. 
They are rewarding but a bit of a 

problem at holiday times. Some people 
get so involved that they are loathe to go 
on holiday at all but the key, certainly for 
garden care, is a watering system. I have 
a piped system attached to the outdoor tap 
which has worked pretty well for my 
potted plants but raised beds are another 
matter. My home allotment seemed 
doomed to shrivel up in the summer 
drought. Enter - the Olla! I came across 
the concept on a YouTube video. A smart 
young woman demonstrated her simple 
method. Take an unglazed terracotta pot, 
block the drainage hole with BluTack, 
bury it in the bed you want to irrigate, fill 
it with water and cover with a matching 
terracotta saucer. Refill as required. I 
buried a one litre pot beside my tomatoes/
courgettes and another one in the middle 
of my runner bean wigwam and the 
results have been spectacular. Iôve had a 
very healthy crop from all the vegetables 
using a fraction of the water that would 
have been required to keep the beds 
irrigated by normal methods. In fact it 
was almost impossible to water the raised 
beds which are simply a heap of 
compacted compost and manure. Water 
would just run off rather than being 
absorbed. 
  
The plantsô roots have found their way 
into the pots but the gradual leaching of 
moisture from the pot keeps the roots 
away from the surface. 
  
Obviously if you are away you need 
someone to come in and fill up your Ollas 
but it is a relatively quick and simple 
task.  

 
Iôm not sure how long the BluTack will 
do its job but time will tell.  
 
I know this isnôt the Book Club section 
but I have a recommendation for you: 
ñRaising Hareò by Chloe Dalton. I have 
always been intrigued by hares which I 
see regularly on my early morning walks, 
particularly up on Garden Farm. What 
happens to them during and after harvest? 
Where do they go? Some of the answers 
are revealed in this magical book along 
with a wealth of information about the 
lives of these magnificent creatures.  
 
Ripe blackberries are everywhere. Itôs 
ridiculously early to be cropping them 
and presumably there will be a gap in the 
food supply for creatures that normally 
eat them later in the year. Iôve decided to 
make some jelly this year for the first 
time and have been warned that seven 
pounds of fruit is needed to produce one 
pound of jelly. My freezer is already 
straining with fruit. Perhaps one more 
outing will take me to my target. The 
wasps give a clue to the location of ripe 
fruit. Itôs so encouraging to see more of 
them around this year. I have memories 
of picking blackberries with my 
grandfather who would always have a 
crook with him to pull down the high 
branches. The best fruit always seems to 
be unattainable. A bit of a life message 
there!  
 
Put a date in your diary for the Garden 
Talk at the Village Hall on 11th October 
at 7:30pm.  
 
Geoff Hodge is returning to share some 
of his wisdom. Tickets Ã10. 
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St Andrewõs Church tour 
  
After a successful series of church 
tours at the beginning of the year, 
the next tour will take place on  
Saturday September 27 starting 
at 11am.  
 
The church is the oldest building in 
Great Staughton. Parts of it go 
back eight centuries and within it 
are the ghosts of people who lived 
through the unfolding tapestry of 
our history. 
  
Our tour aims to bring to life the  
people commemorated in the  

monuments and memorials of the 
church but also the role they played  
in the events that shaped England: 
the Tudor epoch, the Armada, the 
civil war, and the emergence of the 
British Empire to name but a few.  
 
Their stories offer a fascinating 
glimpse of how this little village 
played its part in the development 
of our history. 
 
The cost is a modest £5 and that  
includes tea and biscuits. Proceeds 
to the St Andrew's Renovation 
(StAR) Project. 
 
Just turn up on the day to enjoy a  
journey through Englandõs history, 
seen through the eyes of the  
extraordinary characters from this 
unassuming Huntingdonshire  
village.  
 
Anthony Withers 
aw.staughton@gmail.com 
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MacMillan Coffee Morning 
 

Many of us are familiar with the work of 
MacMillan nurses as they seek to care for 
tho e suffering with such things as cancer. 
Perhaps we have personally experienced 
their tender loving care as they cared for us 

and/or members of our families. 
 

Now is an opportunity for us to repay that 
love to this charity. On Saturday 11th  
October there will be a MacMillan  
coffee morning held in Perry Baptist 
Church between 10am and midday.  

 

There will be the usual tea and coffee and 
cakes. There will also be bacon rolls made 
available throughout the morning. Many of 
the things we do throughout the year are 
free, seeking merely to bring the  

community together. However this time 
will be different as we come together  
seeking to bring a donation to the  

MacMillan nurses. We look forward to  
seeing you all joining us. 

This has truly been a year of reminders.  
Earlier in the year we remembered the 80th 
anniversary of VE Day and reflected on the 
joy that many experienced as they realised 

peace was coming to our land.  
 

Yet that was not the end. The war  
continued in the east and the need for full 
peace was still being yearned for. 
August has brought further memories.  
It is 80 years since the horror of  

Hiroshima in Japan and then 80 years since 
the world marked VJ Day.  

 

Not a moment to glorify the victory of one 
country against another, but more important 

the victory of Peace.  
 

Now the World War was over. On  
Sunday the 7th September there is an  
opportunity to mark this anniversary  

of peace.  
 

All will be welcome to join us in  
Perry Baptist Church on the 7th  
September at 6pm in order that  

collectively we declare that peace is more 
important in our lives here and now. 

Harvest 
Yes, it is that time of year again. Harvest time has arrived, and its not just the farmers that 
have a vested interest in noting this time. We all have an interest as we enjoy the products 
that the farmers have made possible. It is the means of our nourishment being fulfilled. 

 
On Sunday the 28th September we can celebrate the harvest in our Harvest service in the  
Perry Baptist Church. This will be held in the morning at 10.30am. The harvest display will 
later be donated to the local food bank, so those wishing to donate are requested to bring non 
perishable food. Even if you are not able to make such a donation you will all be welcome to 

join us as we give thanks to the Lord of the Harvest. 
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GREAT STAUGHTON 
WI 

F 
or our May meeting 
Anthony Withers gave us 
a talk entitled óGreat 

Staughton and its People ï How a 
Huntingdonshire Village Made its Mark 
on Englandôs Historyô. Anthony told us 
that in 1958-59 a Roman Villa was 
excavated in Great Staughton and the 
Romans were followed by the Anglo 
Saxons. Great Staughton is also 
mentioned in the Doomsday Book. 
Anthony went on to tell us about a few of 
Great Staughtonôs historical residents 
including Valentine Walton who married 
Oliver Cromwellôs sister and was one of 
the 58 signatories consigning King 
Charles I to his death. Anthony was very 
admiring of Frances Isabella Locke, 
known as Fanny, who went to the 
Crimean War, witnessed the charge of 
the Light Brigade and recorded the 
details. There was also John Howey who 
came from a wealthy family and installed 
a model railway at Staughton Manor and 
went on to found the Romney Hythe and 
Dymchurch railway in the 1960s. This 
very informative talk brought to life the 
famous historical lives of Great 
Staughton residents and told us how 
important the village is to English 
history. 
 

In June, Liz Houghtonôs talk was entitled 
óA Poet for Hireô. Liz has been diagnosed 
with Parkinsons and read out some of her 
poems. She told us she started writing 
poetry during the pandemic and couldnôt 
stop. Her subjects included the pandemic, 
Parkinsons, politics, the Post Office 
scandal and life generally. Liz managed 
to find the humour in all these situations, 
even when things felt bleak. In between 
her readings, Liz told us a little about 
Parkinsons and said it takes many months 
to receive a diagnosis and she feels that if 
the medics canôt place the symptoms to 

any other condition, they come 
to the conclusion that it must be 
Parkinsons. However, as there 
are over 40 different symptoms 
and each person could have 

different ones, that is somewhat 
understandable. Liz belongs to a support 
group and they are campaigning for 
people who are diagnosed with 
Parkinsons to receive information and be 
seen within 18 weeks as, at the moment, 
some people are left for years wondering 
what is the matter with them. Liz said that 
exercise is important and she loves 
playing table tennis. She discovered that 
there is a Parkinsons tournament and she 
plays in the World Championships which 
makes her an elite athlete! We all 
thoroughly enjoyed listening to Lizôs 
poetry and there were lots of laughs and 
applause all evening. Liz and her husband 
then enjoyed tea and cakes with us. 
 

In July, Geoff Watts gave us a talk 
entitled óBehind Closed Doorsô. A lot of 
the ladies present knew Mr Watts as he 
had taught many of our children as he 
was a teacher at Ernulf school. He began 
teaching in 1973 aged 21 and spent 36 
years at Ernulf school, ending up as Head 
Teacher of the Sixth Form. Geoff took 
early retirement in 1992 and works as a 
Magistrate in Peterborough, but also 
volunteers for the Independent 
Monitoring Board in the prison service.  
Geoff told us that members of the IMB 
ensure that prisoners are treated 
humanely and report to the Secretary of 
State. They also attend incidents; hear 
prisoners requests and grievances; 
observe meetings; attend courses and 
submit annual reports.Geoff began his 
talk quoting Nelson Mandela who said 
that óit is said that no one truly knows a 
nation until one has been inside its jails. 
A nation should not be judged by how it 
treats its highest citizens, but its lowest 
onesô.Geoff volunteers at Littlehey 
Prison, where sex offenders are sent, but 
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says he never feels uncomfortable when 
he enters the prison and regards it as the 
safest prison in the country.  He 
explained that there is a separate wing for 
OAP prisoners, but the prison service 
regards those aged 55 and over as OAPs.  
All prisoners have a structured day and 
are able to earn some money by working 
in the garden or kitchen, or in the car 
repair shop, to name a few available jobs.  
Also, they are able to study subjects such 
as computers and arts and crafts. They are 
also able to do Open University courses, 
but have to pay for them themselves.  
They are able to spend the money they 
earn on extras from the canteen as the 
food they are served is very basic.  It is 
worth mentioning that the OAP prisoners 
do not receive a state pension while in 
prison. We were also told that it costs 
Ã50,000 per year for one prisoner.  If 
prisoners misbehave one of punishments 
is to have some money deducted from 
what they have earned. 
 

This was a very informative talk and we 
were all very impressed with Geoffôs 
dedication to his volunteering. He said 
that the IMB are always looking for 
volunteers and will be actively recruiting 
later this year, if anyone is interested. 
 

As it is the summer holidays, our August 
meeting will not be held in the evening 
on the usual date, but will be a day trip on 
the Ladybird boat at the end of the month. 
 

Our meetings are usually held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at Great 
Staughton Village Hall at 7.30pm. If you 
do fancy coming along you will receive a 
very warm welcome, a hot drink and 
maybe even some cake We also meet up 
for coffee mornings, lunches and outings 
during the year. For further details please 
contact our President, Barbara Wallis, on 
07849272915. 
 
Karen Larkins, Great Staughton WI 

Perry Remembers 
The Fallen Who 
Served Our Country 

 

On Sunday 9th November 
2025 at 10:45am. 
By the Tommy at the  
memorial bench in West 
Perry, opposite the  
Wheatsheaf Pub 

 

Please join us 
For the playing of The Last Post 
followed by two minutes of    

silence 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Anyone who would like to attach 
a poppy to the cascade display 
by the memorial bench from 1st 
November, please feel free to do 

so, and thank you 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arranged by the Perry Events Group, WI and Perry 
Parish Council 
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I am a PERSONAL TRAVEL  
CONSULTANT  based in Cage 
Lane, Great Staughton 
Working for ABTAôs largest  
Independent Travel Agency 

 
I cater for all aspects of travel 

 including: 
 

Package Holidays, Ski, Caribbean, 
CruiseTailor-made Holidays, UK 

Breaks, Flights and Accommodation 
 

   
You name it, I can do it at a  

competitive price.  
Telephone Lisa on: 
861852 or E-mail:  
lisa.drake@hays-
travel.co.uk 

 Holidays Extras: Car Hire, Car Parking 

Hays Travel  

Lisa Drake  

 


