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This magazine is produced by volunteers.
Running costs are met by donations from
organisations, generous readers and
advertising revenue. The Management
and Editorial Committee do not
necessarily agree with, or support, the
views expressed in this magazine.

The “Life” Team
Editors:
Rob Young Tel: 01480 860799
Shaun Prince Tel: 07563 441261

Editors’ Email addresses:
Rob: rj.young@live.co.uk
Shaun: lifemagazine@outlook.com
Chairperson: Nicole Yates: 01480 860616
Treasurer: Helen Glanville: 07745 920214
Email: steveandhelen@hotmail.co.uk
Correspondence to Editors:
Rob Young: 2 Manor Close, Gt Staughton
St Neots,PE19 5DU
Shaun Prince: Unit 1, Tythe Farm,
Staploe Road, Wyboston, MK44 3AT
Treasurer:
Helen Glanville: 2 Causeway Close, Gt
Staughton PE19 5BG
Delivery team co-ordinators:
Steve Bennett (Gt St.) Tel: 01480 861626
29 Beachampstead Rd
John & Diana Hickling (Perry) Tel: 01480
810225 - 38 West Perry
Contributions for every edition must
reach the Editors by the 15th of the
previous month, e.g 15th February for
March issue UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED

Handwritten/typed contributions are
acceptable but emails are preferred (see
above). Please send content to BOTH
editors.
Contact either editor to seek
advice on the suitability of your
input.
ADVERTISING
Email either Editor for advertising
enquiries/ quotes
MONDAY TO FRIDAY
between 9.30am—5.30pm
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Future events

Unfortunately events scheduled for
September have had to be cancelled. But do
let us know about any planned events for later
in the year.

Mobile Library Dates 2020 - every fourth Wednesday of the month
23rd September, 28th October, 25th
November, 23rd December (TBC)
Great Staughton Parish Council Meetings 2020:
17 September, 19 November

GREAT STAUGHTON PAVILION : Ideal for children's parties, small committee meetings etc. Use of

kitchen facilities. Direct access on to playing field in summer. Children’s parties/meetings: £15
for a 3 hour session. Sports’ use - cricket club & football club - £26 per session.
For information and booking, contact Giles Brittain –07740 647322
GREAT STAUGHTON VILLAGE HALL : Need a venue for that special event:- parties, weddings,
bring & buy sales? Modest rates, good facilities, easy parking.
For details, ring Vicky Goldsmith : 07739 469243/01480 860005
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Hello everyone
First off, I’d like to thank Chrissie Beesley of Moat Lane, Perry for
providing us with this month’s fabulous garden cover photo. The
ideal spot to have spent the recent heatwave! If you’d like to see
your garden featured on the cover do email myself and Shaun.
And thank you to everyone who has sent photos already, we will
get round to using them!
On a slightly sadder note, I think it’s the first time our ’Dates for Your Diary’ has ever
been completely empty. it’s a shame the Church Fete and the Lions Club VE & VJ Day
Celebration had to be cancelled. A stark reminder that we’re not quite out of the
woods just yet despite some coronavirus restrictions being relaxed. But I hope everyone
is staying safe, well and positive and have at least been able to catch up with friends
and family in person, enjoyed the recent sunny weather together or even been away
on a little ‘staycation’.
Here’s hoping that when I come to edit the November issue we’ll have some village
events to talk about. Until then, enjoy the rest of your summer.

This issue was edited by Rob

Great Staughton Parish Councillors
Robert Jewell (Chairman)..………..861259

Perry Parish Councillors
Nigel Noon (Chairman)..................810368

Nicole Yates (Vice Chair).………...860616

Sheila Brighton (Vice Chair)……...819242

Helen Glanville…………..…07745 920214

Emma Prew...................................700952

Lorraine Goody………..…...07855 826096

Jason Harper………………07779 123125

James Duberly………………01480 860305

Mark Fowler………………………..819312

Andrea Gilbert………..…….07818 453263

Kay Darby (Clerk)…...….…07899 000026

Giles Brittain……….……….07740 647322

Clerk Email:

Will Mumford……….……...07741 645345

clerk@perryparishcouncil.org.uk

David Moore...................................861195
Jo Russel (Clerk)………...............860247
Email: GtStaughtonParishClerk@outlook.com

Minutes of meetings plus other useful
information can be found on the
village website:

greatstaughtonpc.org.uk

Minutes of meetings can be found on
the village website:
www.perryparishcouncil.org.uk
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Small and medium sized businesses
are invited to book a fully funded
energy efficiency audit to help save
money on their business energy bills.
The audits will look at current energy
usage, which is a very real and rising
cost within businesses, and make
recommendations for how to cut this
usage. Just 30 free audits are
available on a first come-first served
basis, and visits need to be undertaken
by the end of February 2020. The free
audits have been made possible
through funding from the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF).
Businesses can sign up at
www.beecp.org/sign-up or call 01733
882549 to check eligibility and for
further information

Monthly Coffee
Mornings
Great Staughton Village
Hall 0:30 - midday
Sadly, because of the current
health crisis and to comply with
Church of England directives,
we are obliged to suspend the
monthly Tuesday coffee
mornings for now.

We shall miss seeing all our
friends but it is important that
we all stay safe and well, and
play our part in not spreading
the virus. As soon as we can
resume our meetings safely, we
shall let you know!!

Did you know Great Staughton
has a defibrillator?

Treasurers Corner
Hello,
Managed to get to the Post Office
and pick up the Pot. Thank you to
all that popped in during lockdown
and beyond. A still tidy total of
£11.72.
Thank you! Stay safe.

Helen

It’s outside the village hall entrance.
There is a towel to dry your patient and a
razor to shave where the contact pads
go.
It is alarmed which you need to ignore
when you open it in an emergency.
There is no code, it's always open (most
have a code which you register with 999
so they can give it to a caller).
If in doubt, use it, it tells you exactly
what to do, very clearly, it won’t deliver a
shock if one is not required.
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St Andrew's
Church

GREAT
STAUGHTON
TENNIS CLUB
We have been very pleased to see
so many people enjoying playing
tennis over the last few months and
we have been happy to facilitate
this without charge, particularly
whilst the Coronavirus has limited
us all being able to live our “normal”
lives.
However, maintenance of the courts
does not of course come for free
and as such, we feel that now is the
time to reintroduce membership
fees to allow the Club to gain funds
to carry out future maintenance and
repairs as and when needed. Please
be assured, that we are by no
means seeking to make a profit nor
place use of the tennis courts
beyond anyone’s financial reach.
The annual membership fee for a
junior member (under 16s) is £5, an
adult member is £10 and a family
membership (for up to six members)
is £25.

Anyone interested in joining the
Club, please email our Chair, Nicole
Yates at nicolehyates@aol.com and
an Application Form can be sent to
you, together with payment details.
We look forward to hearing from
you!

100 Club Draw

July 2020
Prize

No

Name

£50

61

Mrs Chrissie Beesley

£25

55

Mr Roger Cunnington

£15

01

Mrs Anne Price

£10

95

Mrs Jenny O’Dell

Congratulations to all the
winners!
COMPUTING
PROBLEMS?
Bytes Café is open
10am to 12-30pm on Mondays and
Fridays in the Small Hall behind the
Mandeville Hall,
Kimbolton.
Our volunteers can help with your
computing problems from the
simplest to the more challenging.
We also print colour and black and
white, enlarge A4 to A3 and laminate
documents or posters at a
reasonable price.
Drop by, have a coffee or tea, and
see what is available.
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Kym Valley Carpet
Bowls Club

We have some
encouraging news to
report. The government
has relaxed the lockdown rules for
Village Halls, permitting them to open
on 4 September, with the usual
safeguards in place.
Several members of the club wish to
see whether this is a practicable
proposition so 8 of us will gather at
7pm on Friday 4 September to enjoy
the first game of bowls in 5 months.
Anthony Withers

Chairman, KVCBC

01480 861224
aw.staughton@gmail.com

Perry Coffee Morning
We meet in the Harbour
View Restaurant at
10am every Tuesday
for tea, coffee, soft drinks
and good chat.
We also play Bingo and have a raffle
and usually finish around midday.
We have cars available if walking is
too much We would love to see more
people come. Call Marjorie Smith
on 01480 812243 or 07753 426
823 for more details.
Meetings are on hold at the moment
but we will keep you updated.

West Hunts Friendship
Club
100 Club Winners
August 2020
No.

Name

Prize

73………...Mike Keeble………..£50
20……….Leslie Denham……….£25
25……….Mrs J Newman………£15
89…………Carol Corn….……...£10

Congratulations to all the
winners!
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If you need help, just ask
To all our village residents, the Great
Staughton & Perry Community
Support Group is still here to help if
you’re isolating. We have an army of
volunteers who are prepared to:

Pick up shopping / medication

Have a chat or play online
Word games

Cook a meal for you / provide
a frozen meal

Respond to other needs and
concerns you may have

Great Staughton Primary
Contacts
Margaret – 01480 860963
Nicki – 01480 869485
Lorraine – 07855 826096
Elizabeth Ann – 07741 830102
Mandy – 07974 377681

Perry Primary Contacts
Jon – 01480 700810
Kerry – 07901 078361
Email:
staughton.perry@outlook.com
Helen – me@helencritchell.co.uk

We are here to help
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GREAT
STAUGHTON
HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY

B

y the time you read this we’ll
probably have forgotten how
hot it was in the middle of
August. It was such a relief when
temperatures returned from the low
30s to the low 20s and the water butts
filled up in the first thunder shower.
My runner beans were giving up baby pods falling off in the drought but they are flowering again. I dread
to think what the cucumbers will do.
I’m never going to grow five plants
again! I was overwhelmed with
bounty before the rain.
In a normal year the end of August
would be a busy time for those
preparing for the annual show. The
organisers have a frantic time as the
day approaches as do the major
exhibitors. For example it’s amazing
how many potatoes and onions are
needed to find three that match in
shape, size and colour. Needless to
say one of the three will have a great
big worm hole or some other glaring
fault. Then when you take your
careful selection, scrubbed and
polished, and arrange them on the
display table some paragon will have
just deposited their perfect produce!
Unless you are that paragon you’ve
been spared the angst this year.
You’ve also been spared the calorie
load of cakes, scones and biscuits that
would have been prepared for the
competition.

I think there has been an element of
relief from some of the treadmill of
life in the Covid restrictions but it’s
the effort we put into things that
gives us satisfaction. And there’s
extra pleasure from seeing what other
people can achieve. I’m always
amazed at the creativity of the flower
arrangements, the children’s pictures
or vegetable sculptures and the
variety of crafts that are so skillfully
executed. No doubt the show will
return. Perhaps we can do it on Zoom
next year if necessary.
I’ve been interested in the furore
about estimated exam results. Of
course there’s going to be unfairness
in individual cases and we all know
that mock exams don’t attract the
same effort in some individuals as
the real thing but there must be
plenty of statistics looking at the
predictive value of mock exams. It’s
just so sad that these students have
missed the bonding experience of
doing their A levels and GCSCs and
unless they sit them at some future
date will never know what they
would have achieved.
On the basis of estimation on past
performance at the show, I’d win the
sweet pea cup but I actually had
complete failure of my sweet peas
this year. So there!

Happy gardening!
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Farm House Holidays - For Dogs
Prefer not to use
boarding
Kennels
Competitive rates
For a unique service

01480 860330
Or e-mail at

Do you have cats?
Would you like
someone to feed them
while you’re away?

Cambridgeshire ACRE
Community Oil Buying
Scheme
Want to save money on the cost of
your heating oil?
So do we!
Join our countrywide community oil
buying scheme and see how easy it is.
To join, visit:
www.cambsacre.org.uk/community-oil
-buying-scheme.php
Enquires:
Tel:01353 860850
Email: oil@cambsacre.org.uk

We’re a group of Staughton cat
owners who’ll come to your house
once a day while you’re away, feed
your cats, water your plants and put
out your bins. If you would like to
join us please email me at:
lupin15.08.70@gmail.com
Gill Broome
Sharnbrook Villager Minibus
provides a service every 3rd Monday
except bank holidays to Huntingdon
& St.Ives via Kimbolton (09:48),
Stonely (09:50), Gt Staughton (The
Snooty Tavern 09:53) & Perry (The
Wheatsheaf 09:56). Full details on
website
www.sharnbrookvillagerminibus.co.uk

Travel is free with bus pass.
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ST ANDREW’S
CHURCH fete
Great Staughton

CANCELLED
th
September 19 2020
The Vicar, Church Wardens and PCC
regret that due to the current
restrictions caused by
coronavirus the Annual Church Fete
due to held on 19th September 2020
has been cancelled for this year.

We hope to see you all in 2021.
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Feeling stressed?
Take our new survey about
health and care during the
coronavirus crisis

How has the covid-19
pandemic and lockdown
affected your health and
care?
People in Great Staughton and
Perry are being asked to give
their experiences in a new survey
from Healthwatch
Cambridgeshire - the local
champion for people who use
health and social care services.
The way most services are
provided is changing to help keep
people safe from Covid-19. So
Healthwatch wants to know how
this has affected you and those
you care for and the impact on
your mental health and
wellbeing.
The survey is online, takes ten
minutes to complete and is
Anonymous, so you can share
experiences in confidence.
What you say goes back to the
people running the health and
social care system, so they
understand what is working well
or what needs to change and
why.
Like a paper questionnaire?
Contact Healthwatch on 0330
355 1285.
Take the survey at:
www.healthwatchcambridgeshir
e.co.uk/coronavirus-yourviews

Although I cannot provide
massage at the moment,
I can provide you with self-care
tips for stress relief based on the
IMPACT well-being programme.

Learn how to do:
Relaxed breathing
Passive muscle relaxation
visualisation
Simple massage strokes

Touch Point Therapy
Elizabeth Hughes

ITEC, MCThA, cert ECBS
07702 739968 or 01480 811369

info@massagehuntingdon.com
www.massagehuntingdon.com
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GREAT STAUGHTON VILLAGE
BOOK CLUB
‘The Beekeeper’s Promise’ by Fiona
Valpy proved to be the perfect read
for our July meeting. We had all read
it (which makes a change) and we
had all, mostly, loved it. The story
focuses on the lives of two women
living in the same village but in
different time frames: Abi has
escaped to rural France for a yoga
retreat but ends up taking a summer
job at the same chateau that Eliane
had worked in prior to and during
World War II. Here she learns not
only to be resilient and to trust again
but about the lives of the Martin
family and particularly of Eliane’s.
Eliane’s story is one of quiet bravery
in the face of great adversity and
highlights the everyday battles that
ordinary French people faced under
German occupation. Abi’s past is
slowly revealed and she, too, has had
adversity to face but finds hope and
courage as she learns about Eliane’s
quiet resistance. Both characters
have interesting stories but, in the
telling, Valpy doesn’t quite do either
of them justice. We all agreed that
there was enough ‘meat’ for two
books rather than one and that Abi’s
story was weak in comparison to
Eliane’s which we were all fully
invested in. This was a shame

because the underlying causes of
Abi’s fearfulness and anxiety were
subjects that deserved a fuller
narrative.
If you’re looking for a book to read in
the late summer sun, we would all
recommend this one for, even with
the few quibbles we had with it, it is
beautifully told.

Our books for the rest of the year
are:
September: ‘My Sister, the Serial
Killer’ by Oyinkan Fitzgerald
October: ‘Conclave’ by Robert Harris
November: ‘The Thousand Autumns of
Jacob De Zoet’ by David Mitchell

If you would like to know more
about the book club, please
contact Maragret Sare on 01480
860963
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THE FOOT CLINIC

Gt Staughton Rainbows are
looking for new leaders
It is with sadness that our current leaders
announce that they will be leaving this
small but thriving unit in the not so
distant future, so we are now looking for
new volunteer leaders to replace them.
Our girls are enthusiastic and fun to be
with and make volunteering all the
worthwhile.
You do not have to have previously been
a member of Girlguiding and full training
and support is available.
If you are interested in finding out more
about becoming a volunteer leader then
go to:
https://go.girlguiding.org.uk/join-us/joinas-volunteer/
and fill in the online form. Once
completed, one of our local leaders will
contact you.

For a wide range of chiropody and
podiatry treatments of the highest
quality from a specialist with over 27
years of experience in both the NHS
and private practice.

Graeme A Paterson BSc
FCPod (S).
Podiatric Specialist

Health Professions Council
Registered.
For further information
or to arrange a consultation or home
visit please contact:
The Foot Clinic,
High Street, Southoe, St Neots,
Cambs. PE19 5YE.

Tel : 01480 811145.

Perry Baptist Church
The future of church in Perry postcoronavirus. As we prepare for the
reopening of the Perry Church
building we are looking at some
exciting plans. You will appreciate
that we must take the time to
ensure that we do this with your
safety in mind and keeping within
the current legal requirements.
Please keep looking at this space
as we make arrangements, looking
forward to meeting you all.
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Going Zero in
Grafham, Great
Staughton &
Perry
The project to provide a sustainable
heating solution for the three villages is
making progress. We have identified
consultants to carry out an appraisal of
a ground or water source district
heating scheme. This has allowed us to
make an application to the Rural
Communities Energy Fund for funds to
finance the study. We have been
helped in making this application by
Cambridge County Council and South
East Energy Hub staff, so we are
optimistic that our application will be
approved, we should hear some time
in October.
Meanwhile it would be helpful if you
could visit the G0Grafham website
http://www.g0grafham.co.uk/ and
have a go at completing the home
energy check. This will help you
understand the benefit of energy
saving improvements you could make
to your home and it would help us
understand more about the likely
energy demand for heating our
villages.
We are also watching the progress of
the proposed ground source district
heating scheme in Swaffham Prior,
they have just made a planning
application. Look at
heatingswaffhamprior.co.uk/ for more
details.

An update from the Chair of Great
Staughton Parish Council on the
Affordable Housing Project
Progress has continued to be made
on the project. The signing of the
legal documents is expected to be
complete by early September. This
will initiate the process of a planning
application.
I will post on the Staughton Parish
Council website greatstaughtonpc.org.uk/ and on the Facebook
page facebook.com/Great-Staughton
-Parish-Council the documents and
also the proposed design and access
statement as well as a video
presentation of the dwellings once it
is all finalised. The planning
application will take up to 3 months.
It is hoped that all of this will be
available for the CLT AGM on 15th
September at 8pm. It is also hoped
this can be held in the village hall
with appropriate social distancing.
Currently regulations can only allow
30 people to attend. Could you
therefore please let the clerk know if
you are attending by emailing her on
gtstaughtonparishclerk@oulook.com
If we do have to limit numbers we
will try to ensure one person from
each household can attend.
Any queries please contact me.
Bob Jewell
gtstaughtonparishchair@oulook.com
Or 07812725680
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training or employment. Poverty strips
people of their dignity.
Ultimately, solving hygiene poverty is
about restoring peoples’ dignity, selfconfidence and mental wellbeing so that
they are able to overcome some of the
barriers they face and take the necessary
steps to move forward.

Your editor is doing
another sponsored walk
As some of you might know, I do enjoy a
big long walk. So, I’ve signed up for
another one, and this one is through
work. I’ll be taking on a 26-mile walk
around north London to raise money for
The Hygiene Bank - an amazing charity
that looks after families in desperate
need of everyday essentials. They have
teamed up with my company,
Metro.co.uk, as part of a brand new
fundraising campaign.

I know asking for charity donations at
the moment is tough, but if you could
spare a few pounds for this amazing
cause I’ll be so thankful.
You can donate by scanning this QR code
with your smartphone camera which will
take you directly to my fundraising page:

This is The Hygiene Bank’s story
It’s not right that keeping clean should
be a luxury or a privilege for anyone in
our society. Hygiene poverty exists,
closer to home than you think, and it’s
unjust. Those who don't have the means
to access hygiene products can be held
back from fully participating and
contributing to society. It can lead to a
crippling lack of confidence and leave
those affected feeling isolated, excluded,
shamed, bullied and humiliated.
It impacts mental and physical health
and reduces opportunities for education,

Alternatively, you can type this link
directly into your web browser:

bit.ly/3aoc0oE
Or, you’re welcome to drop any
donations at my parents’ home at 2
Manor Close, Gt Staughton.

Thank you
Rob Young
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To Interested Parties in Perry
We have recently renovated our
house in Perry, adding a window in
the main bedroom, a front porch,
and a three-foot front fence so our
small dogs can roam free in the
flower garden. We also added a
shed/summer house and pergola at
the rear.
I discussed the window
with both the elderly
lady in the bungalow
next door and her
relatives. Although the
elderly lady opposed the
window she was in
favour of the fence. Her
relatives felt that her views on
privacy were unfounded as did the
planning office as her windows are
“already in the public domain”. In
other words, the postman would get
a much better view than us! And we
would get an enviable view of the
lake!
Other objections to the proposals
made no sense to us as there are
already fences, porches, tall plants
(including hedges and trees) and
many alterations to the appearance
of houses on the estate; whether
that has been in the 80s, 90s or this
side of the millennium.
The porch, shed and pergola are
within permitted development

guidance and follow building
regulations. Spending on properties
to keep them maintained and up to
date is encouraged by the
government (surprise, surprise!).
The original schedule, on the Title
Deed written in 1966, stipulates that
“not at any time hereafter without
the Transferor’s written
consent to place plant
erect or construct on the
property hereby
transferred any building
shed structure hedge
fence wall or post other
than as existing at the
date hereof or included
in the said landscape work”. The
schedule is now 54 years old and has
been quashed for many years.
Our obligation was to “make further
advances” which we took to mean
“ask for planning permission” which
we did; and that “These advances will
have priority to the extent afforded
by section 49(3), Land Registration
Act 2002” whatever that means!
The Restrictive Covenant (1973), on
our Title Deed, says “No building
shall be or be allowed to become
detrimental to the… “high-class” …
appearance of the estate … by reason
of the lack of repair or decoration”.
There is no mention of “building,
shed, structure, fence, hedge, wall or
post” in this part of the Title Deeds.
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Opinions on what looks good differ;
and positive changes promote the up
-keep of any estate over many years.
The planning permission for the
alterations that we received,
overrode all the objections. I have
copied the summary below and all
the documents are available to view
on the Huntingdonshire planning
website. So, we did dare,
with much deliberation and
trepidation, to join all the
others who have functional
fences, elevated erections,
and bountiful bushes! We
did talk again to the
objectors and considered
their views by excluding the
driveway gates, placing the
fence well inside our
boundary to the front and
South, and leaving the fence colour
natural. Most people were very
compromising! To us, and many
other people, our property is a
pleasure to look at! We can enjoy all
the plants as they grow, and to make
it pleasant for hedgehogs, frogs,
birds, bees, and other people to
enjoy too! Indeed, we have had a lot
of positive feedback; (not from the
wildlife yet, but I’m sure they’re
grateful for another place to live).
Jakki Spall.

From the planning permission
Huntingdonshire District Council
The National Planning Policy

Framework 2019 calls for
“sustainable development” to be
achieved by considering economic,
social, and environmental objectives.
SUMMARY OF ISSUES
1. Design and Visual Amenity: The
proposed picket fence
allows views through to the front
garden and given the scale
of the fence with a height
of 0.9m, the fence is not
considered to have a
significant visual impact
nor is it considered to
detract from the open plan
character of the area. It is
considered that the scale,
bulk and design of the
proposed window
complements the host
building and would not harm the
general character of the area.
2. Residential Amenity: The fencing
is not considered to result in
overshadowing nor loss of light and
would not have a significant impact
upon residential amenity. The
neighbour comments regarding
overlooking and a loss of privacy are
noted however, given the positioning
of the window in relation to No.
11,the proposed window affords
views to the front of the neighbouring
property which are already in the
public domain. Accordingly, the
proposal is not considered to result in
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a loss of privacy nor significant
overlooking.

3. Highway Safety: The neighbour
comments regarding the fence
resulting in restricted access to the
driveway of No. 7 are noted.
However, the fence is to be situated
wholly on land within the ownership
of the applicant. As the neighbouring
occupiers do not have rights over the
application site, an impact on parking
is not considered a sustainable
reason for refusal. Given the scale
and siting of the fencing, it is
considered that the proposal would
not have an adverse impact on
highways safety. A condition will be
attached to any permission requiring
the gates to be hung inwards in the
interest of highway safety.
4. Conclusion The proposed
development is considered to be
compliant with the relevant national
and local policy as it:

Is of an appropriate scale and
design

Would not have a harmful
impact upon the character and
appearance of the area;

Would not have a significantly
detrimental impact upon the
amenity of neighbours;

Would not have a harmful
impact upon highway safety.

Taking national and local planning
policies into account, and having
regard for all relevant material
considerations, it is recommended
that planning permission be granted,
subject to the imposition of
appropriate conditions.
(ref; 18/02613/HHFUL)

Keep caring - Coronavirus
hasn’t gone away
While lockdown restrictions are
gradually being lifted –
everyone needs to take action
to help us all return to a more
normal life. But, the most
important thing we can
continue to do is to stay alert,
control the virus, and, in doing
so, keep people safe and help
save lives.
Cambridgeshire Fire and
Rescue Service is getting behind the local #KeepCaring
campaign led by
Cambridgeshire County
Council and Peterborough
City Council, and supported
by partners. The campaign
outlines ways that people can
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take care of themselves and
each other, to help control the
spread of coronavirus.
Here are some ways you can
keep caring:
 Caring is keeping your
distance - inside or outside
 Caring is being responsible staying isolated if you think
you’ve got symptoms, or been
close to someone who has
 Caring is covering your face
- even with no symptoms you
might still spread virus.
 Caring is washing your
hands regularly, when you
enter or leave a new place.
We’re also asking residents to
keep caring by being fire safe
at home, and on the roads
when out and about:



Caring is testing your
smoke alarm – and reminding
your loved ones to do the
same.
 Caring is being careful in
the kitchen – not getting distracted while you’re cooking
and keeping items well away
from the hob.
 Caring is discarding your
cigarettes responsibly – so you
don’t accidentally start a fire
 Caring is not having a
bonfire – that could easily get

out of control, putting you and
others at risk.

Caring is being a
considerate driver – driving at
the appropriate speed, not
drinking or taking drugs if
getting behind the wheel,
making sure you and your
passengers are wearing
seatbelts and not using your
phone while driving.

Help us help you, and keep
caring.
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The Great Staughton Oil
Syndicate
With quite a few newcomers to the
village since this was last posted I
though it opportune to remind you all
of the oil buying syndicates operating
in Great Staughton, Perry and the surrounding villages.
The Great Staughton & Kimbolton
syndicate is operated by Conquest Oil.
They deliver on the 15/16th of each
month, flexing a bit when either date
falls on a weekend. All you need to do
is ring up to place an order, or email
info@conquestoil.co.uk, and ask for it
to be supplied via the Great Staughton
& Kimbolton syndicate. You can order
a fixed quantity or request a tank top
up. Their phone numbers are 01525
402209 & 402073.
The Grafham syndicate is run by
Simon Johnson, (email
grafhamoil@gmail.com). All you need
do is email him and ask to be added to
his circulation list. He emails the
people on his list asking how much
they want each month, a fixed amount
or a tank top up, but there is no
obligation to purchase. He then obtains
the best price from a selection of
suppliers and emails you back with the
details so you can then place your
order with the winning supplier.
Deliveries are normally made during
the first week of the month. Again
there is no membership or fee
involved.

In both cases, as with all suppliers,
there is a minimum order quantity of
500 litres.
If you know of suppliers that beat
either syndicate’s prices then please let
me and other villagers know.

If you have any query with the above
let me know and I will help as best I
can.
Best regards,

Roger Harding
Tel: 01480 860762
email: roger4321@yahoo.co.uk

A Note From the Editors
If you’re sending content to be
published, please email it to both
editors to ensure it will be included
in future issues. Send all content to
both

lifemagazine@outlook.com
&

rj.young@live.co.uk
And if you’re placing a small ‘For
Sale’ ad in the magazine, do let both
of us know when the items have
been sold, so the ad can be
removed for the next magazine.

Thanks,
Shaun & Rob
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A book about Staughton
September 2020

I

have been working on the last
chapter of the book which looks
at the post-war changes in the
village. Rather than simply rely on my
memory plus research in the local
papers I thought it would be more
sensible to ask the people who are
experts about the village, namely the
people who live here. I asked a few
people and I was gratified to receive
some excellent responses reminding of
things that I had either forgotten or
never knew. (Did you know that the
White Hart skittles played by both
Beds. And Northants. rules? Me
neither.) So I thought I would ask the
helpful residents of the village if they
had any memories to add. I can't use
people's names for data protection and
privacy reasons, unless of course you
are recounting your own recollections
and don't mind being quoted. Any
errors please correct me.
Here are some dates and events which
trigger additional information. Any
help gratefully acknowledged.
aw.staughton@gmail.com or 01480
861224
Here we go:

In 1948 – 9 council houses
were built in Vicarage Walk and Cage
Lane.

In 1970 Kier Construction
began work on the Beachampstead
Road estate. The second phase by

Hillsdon and Twigden and the
estate was finally completed in 1975.
Dubbed the 'Reservation'. Several of
the houses in Lye Close were
purchased by the then Home
Department for officers working in the
Gaynes Hall Borstal, located in Perry.
The village was also home to a number
of US servicemen and their families
from the US air force base in
Alconbury, some 12 miles away.

The new village school with
swimming pool quickly reached its
capacity of 200 pupils.

A Play and Chat club was set
up, meeting every Wednesday in the
village hall.

A Playgroup was established in
1977 and was officially opened in
February 1982.

More ambitiously, a pre-school
Piglets was established and also located
in the same portacabin.

The Parish Council – new
members from the estate.

The village shop, the butcher's
and the three pubs were also
beneficiaries of the enlarged village
population. The shop was to close in
the 1990s and there were changes to
the pubs.

1976 Great Staughton and Perry
Life and the Staughton Stagers.

I'll have some more next month.
© A Withers 2020
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Have go at Sudoku, Killer Sudoku and a crossword
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ACROSS

DOWN

1. This baby will grow up to be a fierce
canine (4,3)
8. Stupendous (7)
9. Far beyond the norm (7)
10. Cable way for coming down fast
under gravity (3,4)
11. Display of bad temper (5)
13. Storyteller (9)
15. Starters (9)
18. Games played with a pack (5)
21. Official conducting inquests (7)
22: Unsurpassed (3-4)
23. Composition of flat objects on a
board (5-2)
24. Moorhen (anag) - internal secretion
(7)

1. Industrial sites (5)
2. Shelf (5)
3. Small silky-coated dog (6,7)
4. French novelist, Honore’d 1850 (6)
5. At right angles (13)
6. The fuzz (6)
7. Surface (6)
12. Kinship group (4)
14. Employed (4)
15. Say ‘yes’ (6)
16. Beat conclusively (6)
17. Angel of the first order (6)
19. Horned pachyderm (abbr) (5)
20. Large yellow edible root (5)
(answers on page 26)
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Huntingdon Grafham Water Lions Club
regret that they have had to cancel the
VE & VJ Celebration event on 19th
September due to the continuing
restrictions on large group gatherings.
Our band has also been unable to
rehearse due to the restrictions which
left us with little alternative but to
cancel. We hope to reorganise a similar
event in the spring. Keep safe and well.
Lion Bernard Dable
01480 810704 / 07969207227
Huntingdon Grafham Water Lions Club
CIO
Registered Charity no: 1183370

The Eaton’s

 Internal painting & decorating
 External painting & staining
 Gutter cleans, repairs &





replacement
Supply & fit UPVC fascias & soffits
Fence repairs & replacement
Patios, paths & driveways
General property maintenance

Public Liability Insured
Buy with Confidence Scheme
Trading Standard Approved
Criminal Record Bureau checked
Telephone: 01480 406130
Mobile: 07718 957281
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ARE YOU FED UP WITH
UNRELIABLE PHONE AND
BROADBAND ?
You now have the opportunity to
reduce drop outs and disconnections,
plus increase speed up to 1,000Mbps
by simply registering to a Community
Fibre Partnership ( CFP for short ).
Some of the funding will come from
vouchers available under the
Government’s Rural Gigabit Voucher
Scheme.

The Rural Gigabit Voucher Scheme
provides vouchers of £1,500 for each
resident and £3,500 for each business
with the vouchers being pooled in the
CFP. It is hoped to set up the CFP
under the auspices of the Community
Land Trust. You need to act quickly
please as these could be withdrawn at
any time.
We need all the residents and
businesses in Great Staughton to
register their address, landline
telephone number and residential or
busines status to
gscfp2020@gmail.com, an email
address specifically set up to
administer the submissions. We
guarantee these details will not be
used for anything other than e
stablishing the CFP. This is purely for
registration purposes, you are not
making any sort of commitment.
Regular updates will be provided via
the usual information sources. If all
the properties in Great Staughton
submit the requested information we
stand a chance of getting FTTP
( Fibre To The Premises ) sooner
rather than later.

You will not be obliged to take up the
very high speeds and the slower
packages ( i.e. up to 80Mbps) will be
at the same price as Fibre To The
cabinet.
The main benefits of FTTP are:
Significantly more reliable: No
constant service outages that the
village has suffered for years, largely
due ancient cabling.
Resistance to interference: Fibr e is
unaffected by things like crosstalk.
Faster speeds: These will be needed
as more TV is delivered via the
internet, e.g. next year’s Olympics
will only be available in 4K UHD via
the internet (BBC iPlayer).
Increased bandwidth: For example,
if your family uses several devices at
once – laptops, game consoles, iPads,
streaming films, etc – then FTTP will
be that much faster than FTTC, and
won’t slow down any of your
gadgets.
Improved security: Ther e is
currently no way to interrupt the flow
of data.
Exceptional Durability: Fibr e optic
is tougher, reducing downtime and
less repairs.
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S ORT
Y OUR
S …TUFF

Hate admin?
Have no time?
Worried about a
mother/father/
grandparent and
their affairs?

Let me help! I will sort post, write
cheques, arrange insurance, fill out
forms, deal with utility companies, etc
– anything that is required. I also
make tea and always have chocolate
biscuits! Experienced administrator
and book-keeper ready to pop round
and get you sorted
Also available to sort filing, bags of
receipts, piles of paper and occasional
book keeping services.

Based in Great Staughton. Active
member of the community as
Treasurer of the Village Hall and Life
magazine. DBS checked.
Please contact me to have a chat –
helenglanville2@gmail.com

Mobile Post Office in
Great Staughton
The Post Office offers a
mobile Post Office service
situated at Brook Farm car park (the
former Blades car park) on The Highway
in Great Staughton. The times will be:
Mondays 14:30-15:30
Wednesdays 11:15-12:15
Most Post Office services will be offered
including banking for all of the major
banks. Passports, driving licences and
vehicle tax will not be available.
The van has wheelchair access.

Hays Travel
Lisa Drake
I am a PERSONAL TRAVEL
CONSULTANT based in Cage
Lane, Great Staughton
Working for ABTA’s largest
Independent Travel Agency
I cater for all aspects of travel
including:
Package Holidays, Ski, Caribbean,
CruiseTailor-made Holidays, UK
Breaks, Flights and Accommodation
Holidays Extras: Car Hire, Car Parking
You name it, I can do it at a
competitive price.
Telephone Lisa on:
861852 or E-mail:
lisa.drake@haystravel.co.uk

The White Hart
56 The Highway,
Gt. Staughton
PE19 5DA

Tel: 01480 861131

Good home-made,
honest pub food now
being served
Thursday: 12pm - 2pm. 6:30pm - 9pm
Friday: 12pm - 2pm. 6:30pm - 9pm
Saturday: 12 noon - 9pm
Sunday: 12 noon - 3pm

‘We look forward to welcoming
you soon.’

Hugh & Mary
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FAIR
FABRICS ANd
interiors
MOBILE
SHOWROOM TO YOUR DOOr A local company

www.fairfabrics.com
An extensive selection of fabrics
- all leading manufacturers +
smaller design houses
Wallpapers, Curtain Poles,
Blinds, Lighting and Sofas
LARGE FABRIC SAMPLES
CURTAIN MAKE-UP AND
UPHOLSTERY SERVICE
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL for help
and advice

EMMA LEWSLEY
01480 890026 07939 150217
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THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST ANDREW
GREAT STAUGHTON AND PERRY
Rector: Revd Nicki Bland - Tel: 869485
St Andrew’s Vicarage, The Causeway, Great Staughton

Sound
& Loop

CHURCH WARDENS: Mr Bryan Kitchen
Mrs Janet Perrett, 38, Beachampstead Road, Gt. St. 860703

Dear Friends,

I

have been looking back at my
newsletter for September 2019. It
was full of all the fun we had had at
Summer Camp and also contained a diary
of upcoming events.
A year later, life is not so predictable, and
it is difficult for me to know at this stage
what we will be able to do in September,
therefore I sadly cannot publish a list of
services yet.
My hope is that we will continue to be
allowed to have services in our Churches
but also, we will continue to stream in
some form, for those who still prefer to
stay at home.
On Saturday 5th September, weather
permitting, we will have a family picnic
in the churchyard with puppets and
scavenger hunt , hopefully our Family
Fun families will attend.
Also, on the third Sunday of the month at
3.00pm at St. Nicolas’, Hail Weston we
will resume Creative Communion, of
course with a difference, this is an
interactive service for people of all ages,
and with children taking the lead.
If you would like to be prepared for
Confirmation, please let me know, as
classes will start in September at a time
that suits those who want to attend.
Can you also contact me if you would be
interested in a group for those who want

to find out about Christianity and the
Church? We propose to have a small
group meet at the Vicarage but then
others can join via Zoom. This will give
an opportunity for those who have
children at home and can’t get out in the
evening, to be able join us.
These are still difficult and uncertain
times but throughout everything it is
good to know that we are not alone, we
are all in this together, and I hold each
and everyone of you in my prayers
Morning and Evening, as I pray for these
villages and those of us who live in the
Benefice.
In the words of Minnie Louise Haskin
1875-1957 I said to the man who stood at
the gate of the year, ‘Give me a light that
I may tread safely into the unknown.’
And he replied, ‘Go out into the darkness
and put your hand into the hand of God,
that shall be to you better than a light and
safer than a known way.’
So I went forth and, finding the hand of
God, trod gladly into the night. He led me
towards the hills and the breaking of day
in the lone east.

With love and prayers,
Revd Nicki Bland
Mobile: 07805078992
Parish email: revlesnicki@gmail.com
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G.B. BUILDERS
BRICKWORK - PLASTERING - DRIVEWAYS - PATHS - PATIOS SLABBING - CONCRETING - BLOCKPAVING - FENCING - PLUMBING CARPENTRY - ROOFING - TILING - DRAINAGE - GUTTERING RIDE ON LAWN MOWER GRASS CUTTING

Call today - 078777 42420 or 01480 437511
g.bbuilders@yahoo.co.uk or g.bgrasscutters@yahoo.com
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Perry Baptist Church
Secretary Tony Whitlock 01480 810906
Minister: Rev Jon Magee 01480 700810
Services at Perry Baptist have been suspended until further
notice. There are services online on our website and Facebook
page.
Website www.perrybaptist.org.uk

My dear friends,

W

e have had some interesting
weather recently. It is strange
how we live in a culture where
the weather soon comes into the
conversation and we never seem to be
satisfied. It is too hot. It is too cold. It is
too wet. It is too dry. Yet how often do
we say it is just right and we are satisfied
with what the good Lord has provided for
us.
During our recent thunder and lightning
storms I was reminded of my experiences
when living in the Far East. The lightning
in tropical countries would strike far
more fiercely than anything we may see
around these parts. Many of us may
tremble at the sight of the lightning, yet
on a real hot day it is often the one thing
that will clear the air and enable us all to
start afresh. As the air is cleared I was
often amazed as a child to see at these
times the brightness of the light that
would emerge in the middle of the night.
What a contrast the light brought to the
blackness of the sky.
The bible has a lot to say about light.
Light is used to symbolise God, faith, and
holiness throughout Scripture. As
Christians, we are called to not only walk
in the light but to be the light for others.
Jesus said “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of
life” (John chapter 8 verse 2). There is

much that we might fear, but when
everything seems to be at its darkest point
Jesus is saying “trust me”. Trust Jesus not
only as Saviour but as your Lord and let
Jesus bring light and life in your way
even when it seems impossible.
We are preparing the church building for
it to be reopened very soon. We are
aiming to reopen the building the first
Sunday of September, about the time you
will have this copy of the Life. The
government guidelines at the moment do
require us all to have some form of masks
and would ask you to take this into
account. We are aware that some may
not feel comfortable in returning yet so
we will also continue to provide online
services on Facebook and YouTube. For
those with the internet facility check the
church out at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCxdghslFLULGCblekWCQ4pg. You
are all welcome to join us at any time
through these means if you are not able to
attend the building.
Do keep in touch with each other even if
it is by phone. As the Perry Village Pastor
I am available for you all. Please call me
or email perrybaptistpastor@gmail.com

Love and Blessings,

Jon Magee
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Clubs & Activities :

Telephone Prefix: 01480

Great Staughton W.I....................................................................Margaret Sare: 860963
Perry WI: ..............................................................................................Liz Dive: 811636
West Hunts Friendship Club....................................Annabelle Blackham: 07527 741495
(Mondays 10:00am - 3:00pm Gt. Staughton Village Hall)
Phil Yates: 860616
St. Andrew’s Church Bell Ringers (Mondays 7.30)………………….David Cope: 869322
Perry Friendship Circle.................................................... …… .Cilla Whitlock: 810906
Great Staughton Book Club.........................................................Margaret Sare: 860963
Horticultural Society...................................................... ...............Mike Keeble: 860855

Email: m.keeble855@btinternet.com

Lions Club (Hunts Grafham Water Branch)...........Bernard Dable: 810704/07969 207227
Kimbolton Flower Club......................................................Carol Grundy: 01832 710339
Perry Photographic Club……………………………………….Adrian Arnett:07788 409301
Rotary Club: Kimbolton Castle......................................................Phil Howard: 861201

CHILDREN’S CLUBS/SCHOOLS
Gt. Staughton Brownies/Rainbow Guides/Guides.: Go to:
enquiryym.girlguiding.org.uk and register your interest.
Gt. Staughton Primary Academy...................................Head Teacher’s.Office: 860324
Gt Staughton Youth Club……………………………………………...gsyc2014@gmail.com
Kimbolton Beavers, Cubs and Scouts…………………...1stkimboltonscouts@gmail.com
Piglets Pre-School.........................................................Suzanne Worrall: 07759 382575
Great Staughton Family Playtime………………..manager@pigletspreschool.org.uk
Every Friday during term time 9-10.30am at St Andrews Church, Gt Staughton

SPORTS CLUBS
Great Staughton Badminton Club …………………………David Giddings: 07926 135455
Kimbolton Cricket Club...........................................................Kevin Fisk: 07875 602919
Gt. Staughton Tennis Club Committee……………...………...Nicole & Phil Yates: 860616
Kym Valley Carpet Bowls..............................................................Doris Dainty: 812006
Email: dainty.doris@yahoo.co.uk
Grafham Water Sailing Club...........................................................Club Office: 810478
VILLAGE GROUPS/SERVICES
Grafham Wildlife Group.......................................Sam Malt: Day:810844 / Eve: 811654
The Highway Community Car Scheme ..........................07786 520540 4-7pm weekdays
For all your transport needs, charged at 30 pence per mile
Parent Teacher Association (PTA).................... ...................Dawn Auton: 07985 925761
Patient Participation Group Gt St).............................Melanie Dingemans: 01480 860770
Email: greatstaughton@nhs.net
Village Hall …………………………..................Vicky Goldsmith: 860005 / 07739 469243
Pavilion …………………………………………………………..Giles Brittain: 07740 647322
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USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS: Telephone Prefix 01480 unless otherwise shown
POLICE NON-EMERGENCY 101
POLICE EMERGENCY 999;
Crime Watch Management 456 111. VICTIM SUPPORT: www.victimsupport.org.uk :
An independent charity helps victims and witnesses of crime confidentially & free.
Support services: 0845 389 9523 To volunteer: ring 01480 4553000
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
PERRY : Sue Astle 811121, Jason Harper 07779 123125
Gt. Staughton Surgery: 860 770
Buckden Surgery: 810 216
NHS NON-EMERGENCY: 111

Kimbolton Surgery: 860 205
HINCHINGBROOKE HOSPITAL: 416 416
PALS: [Patient Advice & Liaison Service]:
0800 279 2535

AGE UK CAMBRIDGESHIRE offer a range of information and services on matters of
concern to older people and their carers e.g. issues on benefits, home care, aids and adaptations,
safeguarding and going into a care home. Also practical help: home help, visiting schemes, day
centres and warden schemes. The advocacy service can offer
support to represent the interests of those over 65 years, & help to obtain the services they
need.
We are available 9am - 3pm Monday to ‘Friday on 0300 666 9860
CONSUMER DIRECT : www.consumerdirect.gov.uk - Practical help and advice for consumers
with queries/problems with goods/services. Telephone : 08454 04 05 06 - Charge 4p pm.
Minicom users: 08451 28 13 84: Mon to Fri - 8.00 am to 6.30 pm. Sat. 9.00 am to 1.00 pm
CAMBRIDGESHIRE HEARING HELP: Charity to assist people with hearing loss.
Tel: 01223 416141 / www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk
We hold drop-in Hearing Help sessions for basic maintenance of NHS hearing aids, cleaning and re-tubing of
hearing aids, supplying free replacement batteries and offer free advice. No appointment is necessary.

The Surgery, 57 The Highway, Great Staughton, PE19 5DY.
Every 3 months: June 5, September 4, December 4 2019 - 2.00pm – 4.00pm.
DISABILITY CAMBRIDGESHIRE. www.disabilitycambridgeshire.org.uk
Adviceline: 01223 569 600—charity for disabled/older people and carers in Cambridgeshire.
Provides free, confidential and impartial information and advice on disability and access issues.
Email: info@disability-cambridgeshire.org.uk
THE LIBRARY AT HOME SERVICE : (formerly THE DOORSTEP SERVICE )
FREE home delivery service for people who can no longer get to a library. Call 0345 045 5225
HIGHWAYMAN CAR SCHEME: Ring: 07786 520 540.
For residents of Gt Staughton, Hail Weston, Kimbolton, Perry and surrounding area.
Volunteer drivers provide transport for social and medical purposes. Can undertake journeys to
visit friends and family in hospital and outpatient appointments.
[Supported by Cambs CC (Transport Services) and Care Network]
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Want to advertise your
business in this space?

Contact the editors for prices.

